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PREFACE. 




iHAMPLAIN'S edition of 1613 contains, in con- 
nexion with the preliminary matter, two pieces 
of poetry, one figned L'ange, Paris, the other 
MoTiN. They were contributed doubtlefs by 
feme friend, intended to be complimentary to the author, 
to embellifti the volume and to give it a favorable introduc- 
tion to the reader. This was in conformity to a prevailing 
cuftom of that period. They contain no intrinfic hiftorical 
intereft or value whatever, and, if introduced, would not ferve 
their original purpofe, but would rather be an incumbrance, 
and they have confequently been omitted in the prefent 
work. 

Champlain alfo included a fummary of chapters, identical 
with the headings of chapters in this tranflation, evidently 
intended to take the place of an index, which he did not 
fupply. To repeat thefe headings would be fuperfluous, 
particularly as this work is furniflied with a copious index. 

The 



vi Preface. 

The edition of 1613 was divided into two books. This 
divifion has been omitted here, both as fuperfluous and 
confufing. 

The maps referred to on Champlain's title-page may be 
found in Vol. III. of this work. In France, the needle 
deflects to the eaft; and the dial-plate, as figured on the 
larger map, that of 161 2, is conflru6led accordingly. On 
it the line marked nomordejl reprefents the true north, 
while the index is carried round to the left, and points 
out the variation of the needle to the weft. The map is 
oriented by the needle without reference to its variation, 
but the true meridian is laid down by a strong line on 
which the degrees of latitude are numbered. From this 
the points of the compafs between any two places may 
be readily obtained. 

A Note, relating to Hudfon's difcoveries in 161 2, as de- 
lineated on Champlain's fmall map, introduced by him 
in the prefatory matter, apparently after the text had been 
ftruck off, will appear in connection with the map itfelf, 
where it more properly belongs. 

E. F. S. 

Bo5TC»r, II Beacon Street, 
Oaober 21, 1878. 
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THE VOYAGES 

OF SIEUR DE CHAMPLAIN, 

Of Saintonge, Captain in ordinary to the 
King in the Marine; 

OR, 

A MOST FAITHFUL JOURNAL OF OBSERVATIONS 
made in the exploration of New France^ describing not only the 
countries^ coasts^ rivers, ports, and harbors, with their latitudes 
and the various deflections of the Magnetic Needle, but likewise the 
religious belief of the inhabitants, their superstitions, mode of life 
and warfare; furnished with numerous illustrations. 

Together with two geographical maps : the first for the purposes of 
navigation, adapted to the compass as used by mariners, which 
deflects to the north-east ; the other in its true meridian, with 
longitudes and latitudes, to which is added the Voyage to the 
Strait north of Labrador, from the S3d to the 63d degree of lati- 
tude, discovered in 16 12 by the English when they were searching 
for a northerly course to China. 




PARIS. 

Jean Berjon, Rue St. Jean de Beauvais, at the Flying Horse, 
and at his store in the Palace, at the gallery 

of the Prisoners. 



M. DC. XIII. 

WITH AUTHORITY OF THE KING. 




TO THE KING. 




Your Majejly has doubtle/s full knowledge of 
the dtfcoveries made in your fervice in New 
France, called Canada, through the defcriptions, 
given dy certain Captains and Pilots, of the voyages and 
dtfcoveries made there during the paft eighty years. Thefe, 
however, prefent nothing fo honorable to your Kingdom, or 
fo profitable to the fervice of your Majefly and your fubjeSls, 
as will, I doubt not, the maps of the coafls, /tarbors, rivers, 
and the fituation of the places defcribed in this little treatife, 
which I make bold to addrefs to your Majefly, and which is 
entitled a foumal of Voyages and Difcoveries, which I have 
made in connexion with Sieur de Monts, your Lieutenant in 
New France. This / do, feeling myfelf urged by a jufl fenfe 
of tite honor I have received during the lafl teti years in 
commifjions, not only. Sire, front your Majefly, but alfo front 
the late king, Henry the Great, of happy memory, who com- 
inif)ioned me to make (he mofl exail refearclies and explo- 
rations in my power. This I have done, and added, more- 
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oveTj the maps contained in this little booky where I have fet 
forth in particular the dangers to which one would be liable. 
The fubjeHs of your Majefly^ whom you may be pleafed here- 
after to employ for the prefervation of what ha^ been dif 
covered, will be able to avoid thofe dangers through the 
knowledge afforded by the maps contained in this treatife^ 
which willferve as an example in your kingdom for increaf 
ing the glory of your Majefiyj the welfare of your fubjeils^ 
and for the honor of the very humble fervice^ for which j 
to the happy prolongation of your days^ is indebted^ 



SiREy 



Your mofl humble^ mofl obedient^ 

and mofl faithfulfervant and fubjeil^ 

CHAMPLAIN. 





TO THE QUEEN REGENT. 
Mother of the King. 




jADAME, 

Of all the moft ufeful and excellent arts, that of 
navigation has always feemed to me to occupy 
the firft place. For the more hazardous it is, 
and the more numerous the perils and lofles by which it is 
attended, fo much the more is it efteemed and exalted above 
all others, being wholly unfuited to the timid and irrefolute. 
By this art we obtain knowledge of different countries, re- 
gions, and realms. By it we attracft and bring to our own 
land all kinds of riches, by it the idolatry of paganifm is 
overthrown and Chriftianity proclaimed throughout all the 
regions of the earth. This is the art which from my early 
age has won my love, and induced me to expofe myfelf almoft 
all my life to the impetuous waves of the ocean, and led me 
to explore the coafts of a part of America, efpecially of New 
France, where I have always defired to fee the Lily flourifli, 
and alfo the only religion, catholic, apoftolic, and Roman. 
This I truft now to accomplifli with the help of God, aflifted 
by the favor of your Majefly, whom I mofl humbly entreat 

to 
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to continue to fuftain us, in order that all may fucceed to tlie 
honor of God, the welfare of France, and the fplendor of 
your reign, for the grandeur and profperity of which I will 
pray God to attend you always with a thoufand bleffings, 
and will remain, 

Madame, 

Your moft humble, moft obedient, 

and moft faithful fervant and fubjedl, 

CHAMPLAIN. 




EXTRACT FROM THE LICENSE. 




|Y letters patent of the King, given at Paris the 
ninth of January, 1613, and in the third year of 
our reign, by the King in his Council, Perreau, 
and tealed with the fimple yellow feal, it is per- 
mitted to Jean Berjon, printer and bookfeller 
in this city of Paris, to print, or have printed by whomfoever 
it may feem good to him, a book entitled The Voyages of 
Samuel de Champlain of Saintonge, Captain in ordinary for 
the King in the Marine, &€., for the time and limit of fix 
entire confecutive years, from the day when this book (hall 
have been printed up to the faid time of fix years. By the 
fame letters, in like manner all printers, merchant bookfellers, 
and any others whatever, are forbidden to print or have 
printed, to fell or diftribute faid book during the aforefaid 
time, without the fpecial confent of faid Berjon, or of him 
to whom he fhall give permiffion, on pain of confifcation of 
fo many of faid books as fhall be found, and a difcretionary 
fine, as is more fully fet forth in the aforefaid letters. 



VOYAG E S 

OF 

SIEUR DE CHAMP LA IN. 



VOYAGE IN THE YEAR 1604. 

CHAPTER I. 

The Benefits op Commerce have induced Several Princes to seek ah 
Easier Route for Traffic WItb the Peopi^ of the East. — Several 
Unsuccessful Voyages. — Determination of the French for this 
Purpose, — Undertaking op Sieur dk Monts: his Commission and 
its Revocation. — New Commission to Sievr de Monts to enable 

HIM to continue HIS UNDERTAKING. 

I HE inclinations of men di£Eer according to their 
varied difpofitions ; and each one in his calling 
has his particular end in view. Some aim at 
gain, fome at glory, fome at the public weal. 
The greater number are engaged in trade, and 
efpecially that which is tranfaiSed on the fea. Hence arife 
the principal fupport of the people, the opulence and honor 
of flates. This is what raifed ancient Rome to the fov- 
ereignty and maftery over the entire world, and the Vene- 
tians to a grandeur equal to that of powerful kings. It has 
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in all times caufed maritime towns to abound in riches, 
among which Alexandria and Tyre are diftinguifhed, and 
numerous others, which fill up the regions of the interior 
with the objects of beauty and rarity obtained from foreign 
nations. For this reafon, many princes have (biven to find 
a northerly route to China, in order to facilitate commerce 
with the Orientals, in the belief that this route would be 
fliorter and lefs dangerous. 

In the year 1496, the king of England commiflioned John 
Cabot and his fon Sebaflian to engage in this fearch.^ About 
the fame time, Don Emanuel, king of Portugal, defpatched 
on the fame errand Gafpar Cortereal, who returned with- 
out attaining his obje6l. Refuming his journeys the year 
after, he died in the undertaking; as did alfo his brother 
Michel, who was profecuting it perfeveringly.* In the years 
1534 ^^^ ^535» Jacques Cartier received a like commiflion 
from King Francis I., but was arretted in his courfe.' Six 
years after, Sieur de Roberval, having renewed it, fent Jean 

Alfonfe 

^ The firfl commiffion was granted by fifty natives whom he had captured. 

Henry VII. of England to John Cabot The other veffel returned, and reported 

and nis three fons, Lewis, Sebadian, the incidents of the expedition. The 

and Sancius, March 5, 1496. — Rymer^s next year, Michael Cortereal, the brother 

Fadera, Vol. XII. p. 595. The firil of Gafpar, obtained a commiffion, and 

voyage, however, was made in 1497. went in fearch of his brother ; but he 

The fecond commiffion was granted to did not return, and no tidings were ever 

John Cabot alone, in 1498. — VideHak- heard of him. 

luyty 1600, London, ed. 18 10, Vol. III. * Jacques Cartier made three voyages 

pp. 25-31. in 1534, 1535, and 1540, refpedively, 

' Cortereal made two voyages under in which he effected very important dif- 

the patronage of Emmanuel, King of coveries; and Charlevoix juftly remarks 

Portugal, the fir ft in 1500, the fecond that Cartier's Memoirs long ferved as a 

in 1 501. In the latter year, he failed guide to thofe who after him navigated 

with two (hips from Lifbon, and explored me ^If and river of St. Lawrence. For 

fix hundred miles or more on our north- Cartier's commiffion, fee HazarcTs State 

em coail. The veflel in which he failed Papers, Vol. I. p. 19. 
was loil ; and he periihed, together with 
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Alfonfe of Saintonge farther northward along the coaft of 
Labrador;* but he returned as wife as the others. In the 
years 1576, 1577, and 1578, Sir Martin Frobifher, an Englifh- 
man, made three voyages along the northern coafts. Seven 
years later, Humphrey Gilbert, alfo an Engliftiman, fet out 
with five Ihips, but fuflEered fhipwreck on Sable Ifland, 
where three of his veffels were loft. In the fame and two 
following years, John Davis, an Englifliman, made three 
voyages for the fame obje(5l; penetrating to the 7 2d degree, 
as far as a ftrait which is called at the prefent day by his 
name. After him. Captain Georges made alfo a voyage in 
1 590, but in confequence of the ice was compelled to return 
without having made any difcovery.** The Hollanders, on 

their 

^ Roberval's vojrage was made in to Eneland, fome days after leaving 

1542, and is reported by Jean Alfonfe. — Sable Ifland. Thus two only were lol^ 

vide Hakluyty 1600, London, ed. 1810, while a third was left. 
Vol. 1 1 1 . p. 201 . On an old map, drawn There muft have been fome error in re- 

about the middle of the fixteenth cen- ra'd to the voyage of Captain Georges, 

tury, Roberval is reprefented in a full- There is no printed account of a voy- 

leneth portrait, clad in mail, with fword age at that time by any one of this 

and foear, at the head "of a band of name. There are two theories on 

armed foldiers, penetratins; into the which this ilatement may be explained, 

wilds of Canada, near the head-waters There may have been a voyajs^e by a 

of the Saguenay. The name, " Monf'. Captain Georges, which, for fome un- 

de Roberual," is inferted near his feet, known reafon, was never reported ; or, 

— Vide Monuments de la Giographie^ what is more likely, Champlain may 

XIX., par M. Jomard, Paris. refer to the voyage of Captain George 

' For the narrative of the voyages of Weymouth, undertaken in 1602 for the 

Frobifher, Gilbert, and Davis, vide Hak- East I nd. Company, which was defeated 

luyt. Vol. III. Of the fleet of five by the icebergs which he encountered, 

veiTels commanded by Sir Humphrey and the mutiny of his men. It was not 

Gilbert, in 1583, the Ralegh put back to uncommon to omit part of a name at 

England, on account of ucknefs on that period. Of Pont Grav^, the lafl 

board; the Golden Hinde returned name is frequently Omitted by Cham- 

fafely to port ; the Swallow was left at plain and bv Lefcarbot. The report of 

Newfoundland, to bring home the fick ; Weymouth*s voyage was not printed 

the Delight was lofl near Sable Ifland ; till after Champlain wrote ; and he 

and the Squirrel went down on its way might eafily have miflaken the date. 
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their part, had no more precife knowledge in the dire(5lion of 
Nova Zembla, 

So many voyages and difcoveries without refult, and at- 
tended with fo much hardfhip and expenfe, have caufed us 
French in late years to attempt a permanent fettlement in 
thofe lands which we call New France,* in the hope of thus 
realizing more eafily this obje(5l ; fmce the voyage in fearch 
of the dcfired paffage commences on the other fide of the 
ocean, and is made along the coaft of this region/ Thefe 
confidcrations had induced the Marquis de la Roche, in 1598, 
to take a commiffion from the king for making a fettlement 
in the above region. With this obje(5l, he landed men and 
fupplics on Sable Ifland;^ but, as the conditions which had 
been accorded to him by his Majefty were not fulfilled, he 
was obliged to abandon his undertaking, and leave his men 
there. A year after, Captain Chauvin accepted another 
commifiion to tranfport fettlers to the fame region ; • but, as 
this was Ihortly after revoked, he profecuted the matter no 
farther. 

After the abow,** notwithflanding all thefe accidents and 
difuppointmcnts. Sieur de Monts defired to attempt what had 

been 



* The HAnK i>C New France. «»t*t*x nial eftabliftiment would offer sreat ad- 




«\eivu* wvAse* h^ ihe iHvrth-e*ft cwirt ex(>eviUKHi« iw MfWMr^ VoL I. 
\Nf AnwncA h,»\*, hiihetto l>een h> diivvwr • I V^ .l/v-iv.vr, VcJ, I. 

A iKvMTttr oxHine h^ liniU. In ihis ne^ >* It will be ohli^r^Yii tlut ^ 

l|^^\» A* OlumiNUm iUte« JiN^^f. iKey doe$ iK>t niemioQ the ejc^^itka ient oat 

W) aU |>»\^»^l fAilufe*. He her^ Jntv* br Comnunder de CKiiWs« nobaiblT 

WMtt^ iKfct tSe lettWnKnt* ^>f the French l^ecjiuse i» ci^-^ wjw^ explonDon. ancl 

^^n thix v\vA?t weiT mte^Akv^, K^ tViUute n^^t ac:uaI ie::leTOecs. — ruw- Jui jtccoont 

th^ vVrt^nx U i» \>bxNH» thjit a Ot>kv vVf IV Oudes m the jI/mm-, Voi. I. 
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been given up in defpair, and requefted a commiflion for this 
purpofe of his Majefty, being fatisfied that the previous 
enterprifes had failed becaufe the undertakers of them had 
not received afliflance, who had not fucceeded, in one nor 
even two years' time, in making the acquaintance of the 
regions and people there, nor in finding harbors adapted for 
a fettlement He propofed to his Majefty a means for cov- 
ering thefe expenfes, without drawing any thing from the 
royal revenues; viz., by granting to him the monopoly of 
the fur-trade in this land. This having been granted to 
him, he made great and exceflive outlays, and carried out 
with him a large number of men of various vocations. 
Upon his arrival, he caufed the neceflary number of habita- 
tions for his followers to be conftru6led. This expenditure 
he continued for three confecutive years, after which, in con- 
fequence of the jealoufy and annoyance of certain Bafque 
merchants, together with fome from Brittany, the monopoly 
which had been granted to him was revoked by the Council 
to the great injury and lofs of Sieur de Monts, who, in con- 
fequence of this revocation, was compelled to abandon his 
entiro undertaking, facrificing his labors and the outfit for 
his fettlement. 

But fince a report had been made to the king on the fer- 
tility of the foil by him, and by me on the feafibility of dif- 
covering the paflage to China," without the inconveniences 
of the ice of the north or the heats of the torrid zone, 

through 

^ In Champlain's report of the voyage the lafl lake in the chain was (alt, and 

of 1603, after obtaining what informa- he therefore believed it to be the South 

tion he could from the natives relating Sea. He doubtlefs enlarged verbally 

to the St. Lawrence and the chain of before the king upon the feafibility of a 

lakes, he fays they informed him that paflage to China in this way. 



6 Voyages of 

through which our failors pafs twice in going and twice in 

returning, with inconceivable hardfhips and rifks, his Maj- 

efty diredled Sieur de Monts to make a new outfit, and 

fend men to continue what he had commenced. This he 

did. And, in view of the uncertainty of his commiffion,^* he 

chofe a new fpot for his fettlement, in order to deprive jealous 

perfons of any fuch diftruft as they had previoufly conceived. 

He was alfo influenced by the hope of greater advantages in 

cafe of fettling in the interior, where the people are civilized, 

and where' it is eafier to plant the Chriftian faith and eftablifli 

fuch order as is neceflary for the prote6Uon of a country, than 

along the fea-ftiore, where the favages generally dwell. From 

this courfe, he believed the king would derive an ineftimable 

profit ; for it is eafy to fuppofe that Europeans will feek out 

this advantage rather than thofe of a jealous and intra<5lable 

difpofition to be found on the fhores, and the barbarous 

tribes.*' 

CHAPTER II. 

^* The commiffion here referred to (hores of the St. Lawrence, rather than 

was doubtlefs the one renewed to him on the Atlantic cosdt. 

in i6o8« after he had made his fearches i* In this chapter, Champlain fpeaks 

on the (hores of New England and of events ftretching through' feveral 

Nova Scotia, and after the commiffion years ; but in the next he confines him- 

or charter of i6o^ had been revoked, lelf to the occurrences of 1603, when 

Champlain is here Itating the advantages De Monts obtained his charter, 
of a lettlement in the InterioTi on the 




Sieur de Champlain. 



CHAPTER II. 
Description of Sable Island; Cape Bretok; La HivK; Port ad 

MOUTON ; POKT CAPE NEGr£ ; SABLE BAY AND CAPE ; CORMORANT 

Island ; Cape Fourchu ; Lono Island ; Bay of Saint Mary ; Port 
Saint Margaret ; and of all Noteworthy Objects along this 
Coast. 

|IEUR DE MONTS, by virtue of his commif- 
fion '* having publiflied in all the ports and har- 
bors of this kingdom the prohibition againfl the 
violation of the monopoly of the fur-trade ac- 
corded him by his Majefty, gathered together 
about one hundred and twenty artifans, whom he embarked 
in two veffels: one of a hundred and twenty tons, com- 
manded by Sieur de Pont Grav€;" another, of a hundred 
and fifty tons, in which he embarked himfelf," together with 
feveral noblemen. 

We fet out from Havre de Grace April 7th, 1604, and Pont 
Grav6 April loth, to rendezvous at Canfeau," twenty le^ues 

from 

^* Vide Commiffion du Roy mi Sieur >* The fecond officer, or pilot, was, 

de AfoHts, pour fhabilalion is ttrrts according to Lefcarbot, Captain Morel, 

d* la Cadit, Canada, tl autres endroiU oi Honfleur. 

tH la NouvtlU- France, Hiftoire de " This was under the direflion of 

'a Noavelle- France, par Marc Lefcar- De Monts himfelf; and Captain Timo- 

bot^ Paris, 1611, Qvat. Uv. p. 431, th(!e, of Havre de G rice, was pilot, or 

This charter may alfo be fouod ia Eng- the fecond officer. 

MHiiti A. ColU^ioH of Voyages and Trav " Lefcarbot writes this name Camp- 

mtpiltd from the Library of the feau ; Chatnplain's orthography is Can- 




Earl of Oxford, by Thomas Of borne, ceau; the Englilh often write Canfo, but 
London, 1745, Vol. II, pp. 796-798; more correfUy Canfeau. It has been de- 
iiiom Murdoch's Hiflory of Nova Sco- rived from taitfoke, an Indian word. 
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from Cape Breton.^® But, after we were in mid-ocean, Sieur 
de Monts changed his plan, and diredled his courfe towards 
Port Mouton, it being more foutherly and alfo more favor- 
able for landing than Canfeau. 

On May ift, we fighted Sable Ifland, where we ran a rifk 
of being loft in confequence of the error of our pilots, who 
were deceived in their calculation, which they made forty 
leagues ahead of where we were. 

This ifland is thirty leagues diftant north and fouth from 
Cape Breton, and in length is about fifteen leagues. It con- 
tains a fmall lake. The ifland is very fandy, and there are 
no trees at all of confiderable fize, only copfe and herbage, 
which ferve as pafturage for the bullocks and cows, which 
the Portuguefe carried there more than fixty years ago, and 
which were very ferviceable to the party of the Marquis de la 
Roche. The latter, during their fojourn of feveral years 
there, captured a large number of very fine black foxes,** 

whofe 

^* The Cape and Ifland of Cape Bre- guefe map of 1520, declares it to be a 

ton appear to have taken their name country difcovered by the Bretons. It 

from the fiflicrmen of Brittany, who fre- is undoubtedly the oldeft French name 

quen ted that region as early as 1504. — on any part of North America. On 

Vide ChamtlaitCs Voyages. Paris, 1632, Gailalao's 



Hde ChamplaitCs Voyages^ Paris, 1632, Gailaldo's map in Mattiolo's Italian 

p. 9. tranflation of Ptolemy, 1548, the name 

Thdvet failed along the coaft in 1556, of Breton is applied both to Nova Scotia 

and is quoted by Laverdi^re, as follows : and to the Ifland of Cape Breton. 

** In this land tnere is a province called " Winthrop fays that Mr. John Rofe, 

Campeilre de Barge, extending towards who was cad away on Sable Ifland about 

the louth-eaft ; in the eaftern part of the 1633, " few about eight hundred cattle, 

lame is the cape or promontory of Lor- fmall and great, all red, and the largeft 

raine , called fo by us ; others have given he ever faw ; and many foxes, wherof 

it the name of the Caj>e of the Bretons, fome perfe6l black." — Winthrop'' s Hiji. 

fince the Bretons, Bifayans, and Nor- New Eng., Boflon, 1853, Vol. 1. p. 

mans repair thither, and coaft along on 193. 

their way to Newfoundland to fifli for Champlain doubtlefs obtained his in- 

codfifti." formation in regard to the cattle left 

An infcription, ^^tera que foy defcu- upon Sable Ifland by the Portuguefe 

berta per beriomesy^ on an old Portu- from the report of Edward Haies on 

the 
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whofe fkins they carefully preferved. There are many fea- 
wolves ^ there, with the fkins of which they clothed them- 
felves fince they had exhaufted their own flock of garments. 
By order of the Parliamentary Court of Rouen, a veffel was 
fent there to recover them.^ The diredlors of the enterprife 
caught codfifh near the ifland, the neighborhood of which 
abounds in (hoals. 

On the 8th of the fame month, we fighted Cap de la 
Heve,^ to the eaft of which is a bay, containing feveral 

iflands 

the voyage of Sir Humphrey Gilbert in they made new ones of feal-fkin. At 

1583: laft, after a lapfe of feven years, the 

** Sablon lieth to the fea-ward of Cape kin^, having heard of their adventure, 

Briton about twentjr-five leagues, whith- « obliged Chedotel, the pilot, to go for 

er we were determmed to goe vpon in- them ; but he found only twelve, the 

telligence we had of a Portugal (during reft having died of their hardfhips. His 

our abode in S. Johns) who was himfelfe majefly defired to fee thofe, who returned 

prefent, when the Portugals (aboue thirty in the fame guife as found by Chedotel, 

yeeres pail) did put in the fame Ifland covered with feal-ikin, with their hair 

Doth Neat and Swine to breede, which and beard of a length and diforder that 

were fince exceedingly multiplied. This made them refemble the pretended river- 

feemed vnto vs very happy tidings, to gods, and fo disfigured as to infpire hor- 

haue in an Ifland lying fo neere vnto the ror. The king gave them fifty crowns 

maine, which we intended to plant vpon, apiece, and fent them home releafed from 

fuch (lore of cattell, whereby we might all procefs of law." — Shears Charlevoix^ 

at all times conuenientlv be relieued of New York, 1866, Vol. I. p. 244. See 

vidhiall, and ferued of ftore for breed." alfo Sir William Alexander and Ameri- 

— Edward Haies in Hakluyfs Voyages, can Colonisation, Prince Society, 1873, 

London, ed. 18 10, Vol. III. p. 197. p. 174; Murdoch's Nova Scotia, Vol. I. 

* " Loups marins," feals. p. 11 ; Hakluyt, Vol. II. pp. 679, 697. 

^ " The forty poor wretches whom ^ This cape llill bears the fame name, 

he left on Sable Ifland found on the and is the weflern point of the bay at 

feafhore fome wrecks of veflels, out of the mouth of a river, likewife of the fame 

which they built barracks to fhield them- name, in the county of Lunenber^, Nova 

felves from the feverity of the weather. Scotia. It is an abrupt cliff, rifing up 

They were the remains of Spanifh vef- one hundred and fifty feet above the 

fels, which had failed to fettle Cape level of the fea. It could therefore be 

Breton. From thefe fame (hips had feen at a great diflance, and appears to 

come fome fheep and cattle, which had have been the firfl land fighted by them 

multiplied on Sable Ifland ; and this on the coafl of La Cadie. A little north 

was tor fome time a refource for thefe of Havre de Grdce, in Normandy, the 

poor exiles. Fifh was their next food ; port from which De Monts and Cham- 

andy when their clothes were worn out, plain had failed, is to be feen the high, 

2 commanding. 
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iflands covered with fir-trees. On the main land are oaks 
elms, and birches. It joins the coaft of La Cadie at the 
latitude of 44** 5', and at 16** 15' of the defledlion of the mag- 
netic needle, diftant eaft^iorth-eaft eighty-five leagues from 
Cape Breton, of which we fhall fpeak hereafter. 

On the 12th of May, we entered another port,^ five leagues 
from Cap de la H^ve, where we captured a veffel engaged 
in the fur-trade in violation of the king's prohibition. The 

mailer's 



Champlain's Explanation op thb accompanying Map. 

POKT DB LA H^VB. 

The figurts indicaU faihomu ^ waUr* 

A, The place where vefTels anchor. B. A fmall river dry at low tide. C 
Places where the lavages have their cabins.^ D, Shoal at the entrance of the 
harbor.* E, A fmall iiland covered with wood.* F, Cape de la H^ve.* G, Bay 
where there are many iflands covered with wood. H. A river extending fix or 
feven leagues inland with but little water. /. A pond near the fea. 

Notes, i. The letter C is wanting, but the location of the cabins is obvious. 
2. The letter D is alfo wanting, but the fic^ures fufficiendy indicate the depth of 
the water. 3. The letter E appears twice by miflake. 4. The letter E is like- 
wife wanting. It has been fuppofed to be reprefented by one of the Es on the 
fmall ifland, but Cap de la Heve, to which it refers, was not on thisifland, but on 
the main land. The E fliould have been, we think, on the well of the harbor, 
where the elevation is indicated on the map. Vide note 22. 



commanding, rocky bluff, known as Cap 
de la HHie, The place which they firft 
fighted, fimilar at leaft in fome refpedls, 
they evidently named after this bold and 
finking headland, which may, perhaps, 
have been the laft obje6l which they faw 
on leaving the fliores of France. The 
word Hhfi feems to have had a local 
meaning, as may be inferred from the 
following excerpt : " A name, in Lx)wer 
Normandy, for cliffs hollowed out below, 
and where fiftiermen fearch for crabs." 
— LittrL The harbor delineated on 



Champlain's local map is now called 
Palmerllon Bay, and is at the mouth of 
Petit River. The latitude of this harbor 
is about 44° 15'. De Laet's defcription 
is fuller than that of Champlain or Lef- 
carbot. — Vide Navus Orbis, 1633, p. 

51- 

*• Liverpool, which for a lon^ time 

bore the name of Port Roflignol ; the 
lake at the head of the river, about ten 
miles long and two or three wide, the 
largefl in Nova Scotia, flill bears that 
appellation. The latitude is 44^ 2! 30^'. 
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iflands covered with fir-trees. On i\ 
elms, and birches. It joins the coa 
latitude of 44** 5', and at 16** 15' of th( 
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Champlain's Explanation op the 

PoKT DB LA Hhrm 
The figurts inAicatt fatkotm 

A, The place where veffels anchor. B. A 
Places where the iavages have their cabins.^ 
harbor.* E, A fmall ifland covered with wood* 
where there are many iflands covered with woe 
feven leagues inland with but little water. /. A 

Notes, i. The letter C is wanting, but the 
2. The letter D is alfo wanting, but the (iffur 
the water. 3. The letter E appears twice by 
wife wanting. It has been fuppofed to be rep: 
fmall ifland, but Cap de la Heve, to which it r 
the main land. The T^fliould have been, we 
where the elevation is indicated on the map. 



commanding, rocky bluff, known as Cap Chai I 

de la Hive. The place which they fim Pain \ 

lighted, flmilar at leaft in fome refpe€ts. Petit ^ 

thev evidentlv named after this bold and is al 

(Iriking headland, which may, perhaps, is fu 

have been the lait object which they faw cart 

on leaving the (hores of France. The 51. 

word H^e feems to have had a local ^ 

meaning, as may be inferred from the bon 

following excerpt : " A name, in Lower lake 

Normandy, for cliffs hollowed out below, mil< 

and where fiftiermen fearch for crabs." larj 

— Uttri, The harbor delineated on app 
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mafter*s name was Roflignol, whofe name the port retained, 
which is in latitude 44** 15'. 

On the 13th of May, we arrived at a very fine harbor, 
where there are two little ftreams, called Port au Mouton,^ 
which is feven leagues diftant from that of Roflignol. The 
land is very ftony, and covered with copfe and heath. There 
are a great many rabbits, and a quantity of game in confe- 
quence of the ponds there. 

As foon as we had difembarked, each one commenced 
making huts after his faftiion, on a point at the entrance of 
the harbor near two frefh-water ponds. Sieur de Monts at 
the fame time defpatched a (hallop, in which he fent one of 
us, with fome favages as guides, as bearers of letters, along 
the coafl of La Cadie, to fearch for Pont Grave, who had a 
portion of the neceflary fupplies for our winter fojourn. The 
latter was found at the Bay of All-Ifles,^ very anxious about 

us 

Champlain's Explanation of the accompanyino Map. 

POKT DU ROSSIGNOU 

The Jlgurts indicaU fathoms of waUr, 

A, A river extending twenty-five leagues inland. B, The place where vefTels 
anchor. C Place on the main land where the favages have their dwellings. 
D, Roadflead where veffels anchor while waiting for the tide. E, Place on the 
iiland where the lavages have their cabins. F, Channel dry at low tide. G, 
Shore of the main land. The dotted places indicate the (hoals. 

Note. It would feem as if in the title Roilynol, on the map, the two dots on 
the^' inilead of the n were placed there by miftake. 



•* " Lequel ils appel^rent Le Port du bears the name of Port Mouton, and an 

Afoutan^ k Toccafion d'un mouton qui ifland in the bay is called Mouton If- 

Teltant nov^ revint k bord, et fut mang^ land. 

de bonne guerre." — Hiftoire de la " Baye de Toutes-ifles, Lefcarbot 
Nouvelle-France^ par Marc Lefcarbot, calls it " La Baye des lies ;" and Char- 
Paris, 1612, Qvat. Liv. p. 449. It ftill levoix, "Baye de toutes les Ifles." It 

was 



12 



Koyages of 



us (for he ki>CTr nothing of the change of plan) ; and the letters 
were handed to him. As foon as he had read them, he returned 
to his ihip at Canfeau, where he feized fome Bafque veffels " 
engaged in the fur-trade, notwithftanding the prohibition of 
his MaKih\ and fent their mafters to Sieur de Monts, who 
meanwhile charged me to reconnoitre the coaft and the har- 
bors fuitable for the fecure reception of our veffel. 

With the purpofe of carrjnng out his wifhes, I fet out from 
Port Mouton on the 19th of May, in a barque of eight tons, 
accompanied by Sieur Ralleau, his fecretary, and ten men. 
AdN'ancing along the coaft, we entered a harbor very con- 
x'enient for x-effels, at the end of which is a fmall river, ex- 
tending ver}' far into the main land. This I called the Port 
of Cape Negro,*^ from a rock whofe diftant view refembles a 
negro, which rifes out of the water near a cape paffed by us 
the fame day, four leagues off and ten from Port Mouton. 
This cape is very dangerous, on account of the rocks run- 
ning out into the fea. The (hores which I faw, up to that 
point, are very low, and covered with fuch wood as that feen 
at the Cap de la Heve ; and the iflands are all filled with 
game. Going farther on, we paffed the night at Sable Bay,^ 
where veffels can anchor without any danger. y. 



was the bay, or rather the waters, that 
II retch alon^ the (hores of Halifax 
County, between Owl's Head and Lif- 
comb Kiver. 

»» The confifcated provifions taken in 
the vclicls of the Bafque fur-traders and 
in that of RolTipnol were, according to 
Lefcarbot, found verj'ufeful. De Monts 
had pven timely notice of his monopoly; 
and, whether it had reached them or not, 
they wore doubtlefs wrong in law. Al- 
though De Monts treated them with 
grutlcnefs, neverthelefs it is not unlikely 



that a compromife would have been bet- 
ter policy than an entire confifcation of 
their property, as thefe Bafques after- 
wards, on their return to France, gave 
him ferious inconvenience. They were 
indrumental mainly in wrefting from 
him his charter of La Cadie. 

" Le Port du Cap Negri, This port 
ftill bears the name of Negro Harbor. 
It is fituated at the mouth of the Gyde, 
the fmall river referred to in the text 

^ Near Cape Sable Ifland, at what is 
now known as Barrington Harbor. 
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The next day we went to Cape Sable,^ alfo very danger- 
ous, in confequence of certain rocks and reefs extending 
almofl a league into the fea. It is two leagues from Sable 
Bay, where we had fpent the night before. Thence we went 
to Cormorant Ifland,*^ a league diftant, fo called from the 
infinite number of cormorants found there, of whofe eggs 
we colle(5led a cask full. From this ifland, we failed wefterly 
about fix leagues, crofling a bay, which makes up to the 
north two or three leagues. Then we fell in with feveral 
iflands ^^ diflant two or three leagues from the main land ; and, 
as well as I could judge, fome of them were two leagues in 
extent, others three, and others were ftill finaller. Mofl of 
them are very dangerous for large veflels to approach, on 
account of the tides and the rocks on a level with the water. 
Thefe iflands are filled with pines, firs, birches, and afpens. 
A little farther out, there are four more. In one, we faw fo 
great a quantity of birds, called penguins,*^ that we killed 

them 

• This is fill! called Cape Sable, and breeds in great numbers in Labrador 

is the fouthern point of Sable Ifland, and Newfoundland, and in the winter 

or, more properly, the clufter of rock, mi^ates as far fouth as the Middle 

and iflets that furround its fouthern ex- States. Thev feed principally upon fifh, 

tremity. lay commonly two eggs, of a pale green- 

^ Jjle anx Cormorans. It is diffi- ifh color, overlaid w'ith a white chalky 
cult to diftinguifti with certainty the fubftance. — Vide Cones* s Key to A or. 
ifland here referred to, but it was Am» Birds, liofton, 1872, p. 302. 
probably Hope Ifland, as this lies " A duller of iflands now known as 
direclly in their wav in croffing the the Toufquet or Tufket Iflands. Fur- 
bay, fix leagues wiae, which is now ther on, Champlain fays they named 
known as Townfend Bay. The bird them IJles anx ioups marins. Sea- Wolf 
here mentioned was the common cor- Iflands. About five leagues fouth of 
morant, Graculus carbo, of a gloffy them is an ifland now called Seal Ifland. 
greenifh-black color, back and wings The four more which he faw a little 
Bronzy-gray ; about three feet in length, further on were probably in Townfend 
and is common on our northern Atlantic Bay. 

coaft; eminently gregarious, particularly •=* This is the Auk, family Alcida, and 

in the breeding feafon, con^egating in mufl not be confounded with the pen- 

vafl flocks. At the pre^nt time, it guin of the fouthern hemifphere, although 

it 
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them eafily with fticks. On another, we found the fhore com- 
pletely covered with fea-wolves,^ of which we captured as 
many as we wifhed. At the two others there is fuch an 
abundance of birds of different forts that one could not im- 
agine it, if he had not feen them. There are cormorants, 
three kinds of duck, geefe, mamtettes ?, buftards, fea-parrots, 
fnipe, vultures, and other birds of prey; gulls, fea-larks of 
two or three kinds ; herons, large fea-gulls, curlews, fea-mag- 
pies, divers, ofpreys, appoils /, ravens, cranes, and other forts 
which I am not acquainted with, and which alfo make their 

nefls 

it is defcribed by the early navigators of Champlain and other early navigators 
the Northern Atlantic under that appel- were the Great Auk, A lea imptnnis^ 
lation. In Anthony Parkhurft's letter now nearlv extin^L It was formerly 
to Hakluyt, 1578, he fays : *' Thefe birds found on tne coaft of New England, as 
are alfo called Penguins, and cannot is proved not only by th&teflimony of the 
flie, there is more meate in one of thefe pnmitive explorers, but by the remains 
then in a goofe : the Frenchmen that found in (hell-heaps. The latefl dif- 
fi(h neere the grand baie, do bring fmall covery was of one found dead near St. 
(lore of fleih with them, but vidluall Auguftine, in Labrador, in 1870. A 
themfelues alwayes with thefe birds." — fpecimen of the Great Auk is pre- 
Hakluyty London, ed. 1810, Vol. III. ferved in the Cambridge Mufeum. — 
p. 172. Edward Haies, in his report of Vide Cones' s Key to North Am, Birds^ 
the voyage of Sir Humphrey Gilbert in Boflon, 1872, p. 338. 
1583, lays : '* We had fight of an Ifland •• The fea-wolfor/(t?«r/marrVi of Cham- 
named Penguin, of a foule there breed- plain is the marine mammiferous quad- 
ing in abundance, almofl incredible, ruped of the family Phocida^ known as 
which cannot flie, their wings not able the feaL Sea- wolf was a name applied to 
to carry their body, being very large it by the early navigators. — Vide Pur- 
(not much lefle then a goofe), and ex- chases Pilgrims^ London, 1625, Vol. IV. 
ceedingfat; which the Frenchmen vfe p. 1385. Thofe here mentioned were the 
to take without difficulty vpon that If- common feal, Phoca vitulina^ which are 
land, and to barrell them vp with fait." iHll found on the coafls of Nova Scotia, 
Idem^ p. 191. vulgarly known as the harbor feal. They 
The Auic is confined to the northern are thinly dillributed as far fouth as 
hemifphere, where it reprefents the pen- Long Ifland Sound, but are found in 
guins of the fouthern. Several fpecies great numbers in the waters of Labra- 
occur in the Northern Atlantic in almofl dor and Newfoundland, where they are 
incredible numbers ; they are all marine, taken for the oil obtained from tnem, 
feed on fUh and other animal fubflances and for the fkins, which are ufed fot 
exclufively, and lay from one to three various purpofes in the arts, 
eggs on the bare rocks. Thofe feen by 
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nefts here.^ We named thefe Sea-Wolf Iflands. They are in 
latitude 43** sC, diftant from four to five leagues from the 
main land, or Cape Sable. After fpending pleafantly fome 
time there in hunting (and not without capturing much 
game), we fet out and reached a cape,^ which we chriftened 
Port Fourchu from its being fork-lhaped, diftant from five 
to fix leagues from the Sea- Wolf Iflands. This harbor is 
very convenient for vefTels at its entrance ; but its remoter 
part is entirely dry at low tide, except the channel of a little 
ftream, completely bordered by meadows, which make this 
fpot very pleafant. There is good codfilhing near the har- 
bor. Departing from there, we failed north ten or twelve 
leagues without finding any harbor for our veflels, but a 
number of very fine inlets or Ihores, where the foil feems to 
be well adapted for cultivation. The woods are exceedingly 
fine here, but there are few pines and firs. This coaft is 
clear, without iflands, rocks, or Ihoals ; fo that, in our judg- 
ment, veffels can fecurely go there. Being diftant quarter 
of a league from the coaft, we went to an ifland called Long 
Ifland,^ lying north-north-eaft and fouth-fouth-weft, which 
makes an opening into the great Baye Fran9oife,^ fo named 
by Sieur de Monts. 

This 

•* The names given to thefe birds bor. — Memorials of Englijk and 

were fuch, doubtlefs, as were known to French Commiffaries, London, 1755. 

belong to birds fimilar in color, fize, and * It ftill retains the name given to it 

figure in Europe. Some of them were by Champlain. It forms a part of the 

probably mifapplied. The name alone weflem limit of St. Mary's Bay, and a 

is not fufficient for identification. line drawn from it to the St. Croix, cut- 

•* This cape, near the entrance to ting the Grand Manan, would mark the 

Yarmouth, ftill bears the fame name, entrance of the Bay of Fundy. 

fi-om fourchu, forked. On a map of ^ The Bay of Fundy was thus firft 

1755, ^t is called Forked Cape, and named " Baye Francoife " by De Monts, 

near it is Fork Ledge and Forked Har- and continued to oe fo called, as will 

appear 
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This ifland is fix leagues long, and nearly a league broad 
in fome places, in others only quarter of a league. It is 
covered with an abundance of wood, fuch as pines and birch. 
All the coaft is bordered by very dangerous rocks ; and there 
is no place at all favorable for vefTels, only little inlets for 
fhallops at the extremity of the ifland, and three or four 
finall rocky iflands, where the favages capture many fea- 
wolves. There are ftrong tides, efpecially at the little pafTage * 
of the ifland, which is very dangerous for vefTels running the 
rifk of pafTmg through it 

From Long Ifland pafTage, we failed north-eafl two leagues, 
when we found a cove ^ where veflels can anchor in fafety, 
and which is quarter of a league or thereabouts in circuit 
The bottom is all mire, and the furrounding land is bordered 
by very high rocks. In this place there is a very good filver 
mine, according to the report of the miner, Mafler Simon, 
who accompanied me. Some leagues farther on, there is 
a little flream called river Boulay^ where the tide rifes half 
a league into the land, at the mouth of which veflels of a 
hundred tons can eafily ride at anchor. Quarter of a league 
from here there is a good harbor for veflels, where we found 
an iron mine, which our miner eftimated would yield fifty per 

cent. 



appear by reference to the early maps, 
as that of De Laet, 1633; Charlevoix, 
1744 ; Rouge, 1778. It firft appears dif- 
tindlly on the carte of Diego Homem 
of 1558, but without name. On Cabot's 
Mappe-Monde, in ** Monuments de la 
G^ographie," we find rio fondo^ which 
may reprefent the Bay of Fundy, and 
may have fuggefled the name adopted 
by the Englifh, which it ftill retains. 
Sir William Alexander's map, 1624, has 



Argal's Bay; MolPs map, 171 2, has 
Fundi Bay; that of the Englifh and 
French Commiflaries, 1755, ^*^ Bay of 
Fundy, or Argal. 

•* This ftrait. known by the name 
Petit PafTage, feparates Long Ifland 
from Digby Neck. 

^ A place called Little River, on 
Digby Neck. 

^ Now known as Sandy Cove. 
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cent.*^ Advancing three leagues farther on to the north- 
eaft,^ we faw another very good iron mine, near which is a 
river furrounded by beautiful and attractive meadows. The 
neighboring foil is red as blood. Some leagues farther on 
there is ftill another river,**^ dry at low tide, except in its very 
fmall channel, and which extends near to Port Royal. At 
the extremity of this bay is a channel, alfo dry at low tide,^ 
furrounding which are a number of paftures and good pieces 
of land for cultivation, where there are neverthelefs great 
numbers of fine trees of all the kinds previoufly mentioned. 
The diftance from Long Ifland to the end of this bay may 
be fome fix leagues. The entire coaft of the mines is very 
high, interfered by capes, which appear round, extending 
out a Ihort diftance. On the other fide of the bay, on the 
fouth-eaft, the land is low and good, where there is a very 
good harbor, having a bank at its entrance over which it is 
neceffary to pafs. On this bar there is a fathom and a half 
of water at low tide ; but after pafTmg it you find three, with 
good bottom. Between the two points of the harbor there is 
a pebbly iflet, covered at full tide. This place extends half a 
league inland. The tide falls here three fathoms, and there 
are many Ihell-fifh, fuch as mufcles, cockles, and fea-fnails. 
The foil is as good as any that I have feen. I named this 
harbor Saint Margaret.^ This entire fouth-eaft coaft is much 

lower 

** Lefcarbot fays of this iron mine, ** He here doubtlefs refers to North 

and of the filver mine above, that they Creek, at the north-eaflern extremity of 

were proved not to be abundant St. Mary's Bay. 

^ This was probably near Roflway. ** Now Wevmouth Harbor, on the 

*■ This was clearly South Creek or fouth-eaftern ihore of St. Mary*s Bay, 

Smelt River, which rifes near Annapo- at the mouth of Siflibou River, and cii- 

lis Balin, or the Port Royal Badn of the redlly oppofite Sandy Cove, near the 

French. iron mine mentioned above. 
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lower than that of the mines, which is only a league and a 
half from the coaft of Saint Margaret, being feparated by the 
breadth of the bay,*® which is three leagues at its entrance. I 
took the altitude at this place, and found the latitude 45^ sc, 
and a little more,*^ the defle6lion of the magnetic needle 
being 17^ 16'. 

After having explored as particularly as I could the coafts, 
ports, and harbors, I returned, without advancing any farther, 
to Long Ifland paffage, whence I went back outfide of all the 
iflands in order to obferve whether there was any danger at 
all on the water fide. But we found none whatever, except 
there were fome rocks about half a league from Sea- Wolf 
Iflands, which, however, can be eafily avoided, fince the fea 
breaks over them. Continuing our voyage, we were overtaken 
by a violent wind, which obliged us to run our barque afliore, 
where we were in danger of lofing her, which would have 
caufed us extreme perplexity. The tempeft having ceafed, 
we refumed the fea, and the next day reached Port Mouton, 
where Sieur de Monts was awaiting us from day to day, 
thinking only of our long ftay,*® and whether fome accident 
had not befallen us. I made a report to him of our voyage, 

and 

*• The diflance acrofs the bay at this carbot fays a month, but this is an 

point, as here dated, is nearly accurate, overflatement. By a careful examina- 

*'' This is clearly a miftake ; the true tion of the text, it will appear that they 

latitude at the Petit Paffage is 44° 23'. departed from Port Mouton on the I9tn 

It may here be remarked that Cham- of May, and that feveral days after their 

plain's latitudes are very inaccurate, return, not lefs than nine, they were 

often varying more than half a degree ; again in St. Mary's Bay, on the i6th of 

doubtlefs owing to the imperfe6lion of June. They had been abfent, therefore, 

the inftruments which were employed in about twenty-one days. The latitude 

taking them. of Port Mouton, ftated a little below to 

** They had been occupied in this be 44°, is in fa6l 43° 5/. 
exploration about three weeks. Lef- 
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and where our veffels might go in fafety. Meanwhile, I 
obferved very particularly that place which is in latitude 

The next day Sieur de Monts gave orders to weigh anchor 
and proceed to the Bay of Saint Mary,^ a place which we 
had found to be fuitable for our veffel to remain in, until we 
fhould be able to find one more advantageous. Coafting 
along, we paffed near Cape Sable and the Sea-Wolf Iflands, 
whither Sieur de Monts decided to go in a fhallop, and fee 
fome iflands of which we had made a report to him, as alfo 
of the countlefs number of birds found there. Accordingly, 
he fet out, accompanied by Sieur de Poutrincourt, and feveral 
other noblemen, with the intention of going to Penguin 
Ifland, where we had previoufly killed with fticks a large 
number of thefe birds. Being fomewhat diftant from our 
Ihip, it was beyond our power to reach it, and ftill lefs to 
reach our veffel ; for the tide was fo ftrong that we were 
compelled to put in at a little ifland to pafs the night, where 
there was much game. I killed there fome river-birds, which 
were very acceptable to us, efpecially as we had taken only a 
few bifcuit, expe<5ling to return the fame day. The next 
day we reached Cape Fourchu, diflant half a league from there. 
Coafting along, we found our veffel in the Bay of Saint Mary. 
Our company were very anxious about us for two days, fear- 
ing left fome misfortune had befallen us ; but, when they fa\v 
us all fafe, they were much rejoiced. 

Two or three days after our arrival, one of our priefts, 

named 

^ This bay, ftill retaininfir its ancient nomm^e la baye Saindle Marie." — 
appellation, was so named by Cham- ChamplaitCs Voyages^ 1632, Quebec ed., 
pl^ on his firft vifit ** Cefte baye fut Vol. V. p. 716. 
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named Mefire Aubry " from Paris, got loft fo completely in 
the woods while going after his fword, which he had for- 
gotten, that he could not find the veffel. And he was thus 
feventeen days without any thing to fubfift upon except fome 
four and bitter plants like the forrel, and fome fmall fruit of 
little fubftance large as currants, which creep upon the 
ground.*^^ Being at his wits' end, without hope of ever fee- 
ing us again, weak and feeble, he found himfelf on the (hore 
of Baye Fran9oife, thus named by Sieur de Monts, near Long 
Ifland,"^ where his ftrength gave out, when one of our fliallops 
out fifhing difcovered him. Not being able to fhout to them, 
he made a fign with a pole, on the end of which he had put 
his hat, that they fhould go and get him. This they did at 
once, and brought him o£F. Sieur de Monts had caufed 
a fearch to be made not only by his own men, but alfo by 
the favages of thofe parts, who fcoured all the woods, but 

brought 

^ Nicholas Aubry, a young Parifian him, as dated in the text The (afe re- 

of good fomily, *'vn certain homme turn of the young and too venturefome 

d'Eglife," as Lefcarbot favs, proba- ecclefiafb'cgaveereatrelief to De Monts, 

bly not long in holy orders, nad under- as Lefcarbot fays a Proteflant was 

taken this voyage with De Monts to charged to have killed him, becaufe 

eratify his defire to fee the New World, they quarrelled fometimes about their 

though quite againfl the wi(hes of his religion. — Vide Hiftoire de Nouvelle- 

friends, who had fent in vain to Hon- /^r^/i^^, par Marc Lefcarbot, Paris, 1612, 

fleur to prevent his embarkation. Af- Qvat. Liv. p. 453. 

ter the fearch made by De Monts, *^ The partridge-berry, Mitchella^ a 

with the founding of trumpets and the trailing evergreen, bearing fcarlet ber- 

difcharge of cannon, they left St. ries, edible but nearly taftelefs, which 

Mary's Bay, having given up all ex- remain through the winter. It is pecu- 

pedbition of his recovery. Some two liar to America, and this is probably 

weeks afterward, an expedition was fent the firft time it was noticed by any 

out to St. Mary's Bay, conducted by hiftorical writer. 

De Champdord, an experienced pilot, ^ He was on the weftem fide of 

with a mineralogifl, to fearch for filver Digby Neck, at its fouthem extremity, 

and iron ore. while fome of the party near the Petit Pailage on the ihore of 

were on a fifhing excurfion, they reicued the Bay of Fondy. 
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brought back no intelligence of him. Believing him to be 
dead, they all faw him coming back in the ftiallop to their 
great delight A long time was needed to reftore him to his 
ufual ftrength. 



CHAPTER III. 

Description op Port Royal and the Pbcouarities of the Same. — Isle 
Haute. — Port of Mines. — Baye Fran^oise, — The River St, John, 
and vhat we observed between tfje port of mines and the same. 
— The Island called by the Savages Manthane. — The River of 

THE ETECHEMINS, AND SEVERAL FtNE ISLANDS THERE. — St. CrOIX 

Island, and other Noteworthy Objects on this Coast. 

iOME days after, Sieur de Monts decided to go 
and examine the coafts of Baye Fran^oife. For 
this purpofe. he fet out from the veffel on the 
i6th of May ."^ and we went through the ftrait 
of Long Ifland." Not having found in St. Ma- 
ry's Bay any place in which to fortify ourfelves except at the 
coft of much time, we accordingly refolved to fee whether there 
might not be a more favorable one in the other bay. Head- 
ing north-eaft fix leagues, there is a cove where veflels can 
anchor in four, five, fix, and (even fathoms of water. The 
bottom is fandy. This place is only a kind of roadftead." 
Continuing two leagues farther on in the fame dire6Hon, we 
entered one of the fineft harbors I had feen along all thefe 

coafis, 

*• For May read June. It could not " What is now called the Petit 

have been in May, fioce Champlain fet Paffage, the narrow ftrait between 

out from Port MoutoD on his explorine Long Ifland and Digby Neck, 

expedition on the 19th of May, whicti ** Gulliver's Hole, about two leagues 

tnaft have been a month previous to fouth-weft of Digby StraiL 
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coafts, in which two thoufand veffels might lie in fecurity. 
The entrance is eight hundred paces broad ; then you enter 
a harbor two leagues long and one broad, which I have 
named Port Royal.^ Three rivers empty into it, one of 
which is very large, extending eaftward, and called Riviere 
de r^quille,*" from a little fifli of the fize of an efplan /, which 
is caught there in large numbers, as is alfo the herring, and 
feveral other kinds of fifli found in abundance in their feafon. 
This river is nearly a quarter of a league broad at its en- 
trance, where there is an ifland " perhaps half a league in 
circuit, and covered with wood like all the reft of the coun- 
try, 



Chaicplain's Description of the accoicpanying Map. 

Port au Mouton. 
Tlu figurtt indicaU fttHumtt 0/ waUr* 

A, Place where veflels lie. B. Place where we made our camp. C. A pond. 
D, An ifland at the entrance to the harbor, covered with wood. E, A river very 
fliallow. F, A pond. G, A very large brook coming from the pond F. H. Six 
little iflands in the harbor. Z. Country, containing only copfe and heath of very 
fmall fize. M, Sea-fliore. 

Note. — The wanting letter L fliould probably be placed where the trees are 
reprefented as very fmaU, between the letters B and the ifland F. 



^ Champlain here names the whole 
harbor or bafin Port Royal, and not the 
place of habitation afterward fo called. 
The firft fettlement was on the north 
fide of the bay in the prefent hamlet 
of Lower Granville, not as often al- 
leged at Annapolis. — Vide Champlain's 
engraving or map of Port Royal. 

^ " tquiDe." A name, on the coafts 
between Caen and Havre, of the fifli 
called lanqon at Granville and St. 
Malo, a kind of malacopterygious fifli, 



living on fandy fliores and hiding in 
the land at low tide. — Littrd. A fpe- 
cies of (and eel. This ftream is now 
known as the Annapolis River. Lef- 
carbot calls it Riviere du Dauphin. 

w This ifland is fituated at the point 
where the Annapolis River flows into the 
bay, or about nine miles from Di^by, 
ftraight. Champlain on his map gives 
it no name, but Lefcarbot caUs it 
Biencourville. It is now called Goat 
Ifland. 
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try, as pines, firs, fpruces, birches, afpens, and fome oaks, 
although the latter are found in fmall numbers in compari- 
fon with the other kinds. There are two entrances to the 
above river, one on the north, the other on the fouth fide of 
the ifland. That on the north is the better, and veffels can 
there anchor under fhelter of the ifland in five, fix, feven, 
eight, and nine fathoms. But it is neceffary to be on one's 
guard againil fome fliallows near the ifland on the one fide, 
and the main land on the other, very dangerous, if one does 
not know the channel. 

We afcended the river fome fourteen or fifteen leagues, 
where the tide rifes, and it is not navigable much far- 
ther. It has there a breadth of fixty paces, and about a 
fathom and a half of water. The country bordering the 
river is filled with numerous oaks, aflies, and other trees. 
Between the mouth of the river and the point to which we 
afcended there are many meadows, which are flooded at the 
fpring tides, many little fl:reams traverfing them from one 
fide to the other, through which fliallops and boats can go 
at full tide. This place was the mod favorable and agreeable 
for a fettlement that we had feen. There is another ifland ^ 
within the port, diftant nearly two leagues from the former. 
At this point is another little ftream, extending a confider- 
able diftance inland, which we named Riviere St. Antoine.^ 
Its mouth is diftant from the end of the Bay of St. Mary 
fome four leagues through the woods. The remaining river 

is 

* Lefcarbot calls it Claudiane. It is rived from the French pronunciation of 

now known as Bear Ifland. It was the lad fyllable of Imbert 

fometimes called He d'Hdbert, and ^ At prefent known as Bear River ; 

likewife Imbert Ifland. Laverdi^re Lefcarbot has it Hebert, and Charle- 

fuggefts that the prefent name is de- voix, Imbert. 
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along the coaft of Port Royal,®* we croffed a part of the bay 
fome five or fix leagues in extent, when we arrived at a place 
which we called the Cape of Two Bays ; ^ and we paffed by 
an ifland a league diftant therefrom, a league alfo in circuit, 
rifing up forty or forty-five fathoms.^ It is wholly furrounded 
by great rocks, except in one place which is floping, at the 
foot of which flope there is a pond pf fait water, coming from 
under a pebbly point, having the form of a fpur. The fiir- 
face of the ifland is flat, covered with trees, and containing 
a fine fpring of water. In this place is a copper mine. 
Thence we proceeded to a harbor a league and a half diflant, 
where we fiippofed the copper mine was, which a certain 
Prevert of St. Malo had difcovered by aid of the favages 
of the country. This port is in latitude 45° 40', and is dry 
at low tide.*^ In order to enter it, it is neceflary to place bea- 
cons, and mark out a fand-bank at the entrance, which borders 
a channel that extends along the main land. Then you 
enter a bay nearly a league in length, and half a league in 
breadth. In fome places, the bottom is oozy and fandy, 

where 

** Along the Bay of Fundy nearly than that dated in the text. Further 

parallel to the bafin of Port Royal on, Champlain calls it two leagues, 

woidd better exprels the author's mean- which is nearly corre^. Its latitude is 

ing. about 45° 2.0/, By comparing the Ad- 

^ Cape Chignedlo, the point where miralty charts and Champlaiirs map of 

the Bay of Fundjr is bifurcated ; the this harbor, it will be feen that impor- 

northem arm forming Chigne6lo Bay, tant changes have taken place unce 

and the fouthem, the Bay of Mines or 1604. The tongue of land extending 

Minas Bafin. in a fouth-eaflerly dire6lion, covered 

•• Ifle Haute, or high ifland. — Vide with trees and fhrubbery, which Cham- 

Charlevah^s Map, On fome maps this plain calls a fand-bank, has entirely dif- 

name has been iirangely perverted into appeared. The ordinary tides rife here 

Ifle Holt, Ifle Har, &c. Its height is from thirty-three to thirty-nine feet, and 

320 feet on a iandy fliore could hardly fail to 

* This was Advocate's Harbor. Its produce important changes, 
difianoe from Cape Chignedto b greater 
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found in this harbor two mines of what feemed to be copper, 
according to the report of our miner, who confidered it 
very good, although it was not native copper. 

The head®® of the Baye Fran9oife, which we croffed, is 
fifteen leagues inland. All the land which we have feen 
in coafting along from the little paflage of Long Ifland 
is rocky, and there is no place except Port Royal where vef- 
fels can lie in fafety. The land is covered with pines and 
birches, and, in my opinion, is not very good. 

On the 20th of May,"^® we fet out from the Port of Mines 
to feek a place adapted for a permanent flay, in order to lofe 
no time, purpofing afterwards to return, and fee if we could 
difcover the mine of pure copper which Prevert's men had 
found by aid of the favages. We failed weft two leagues as far 
as the cape of the two bays, then north five or fix leagues ; 
and we croffed the other bay,"^* where we thought the copper 
mine was, of which we have already fpoken: inafinuch as 
there are there two rivers,*^^ the one coming from the direction 
of Cape Breton, and the other from Gafpe or Tregatte, near 
the great river St. Lawrence. Sailing weft fome fix leagues, 
we arrived at a little river,*^^ at the mouth of which is rather a 

low 

• They had juft croffed the Bay of ^* The rivers are the Cumberland 

Mines. From the place where they Bafin with its tributaries coming from 

croffed it to its head it is not far from the eafl, and the Petitcoudiac {petit 

fifteen leagues, and it is about the fame and coude^ little elbow, from the angle 

diftance to Port Ro)ral, from which he formed by the river at Monfton. called 

may here eflimate the diflance inland. the Bena), which flows into Shepody 

'® Read June. — Vide antea^ note 53. Bay coming from the north or the di- 

'^ Chignedlo Bay. Charlevoix has region of Gafp^. Champlain men- 

Chignitou au Beau Baffin, On De tions all thefe particulars, probably as 

Laet's Map of 1633, on Jacob von anfwering to the defcription given to 

Meur*s of 1673, ^i^^ Homenn's of 1729, them by M. Pre vert of the place where 

we have B. de Gennes. The Cape of copper mines could be found. 

Two Bays was Cape Chignedlo. *• Quaco River, at the mouth of which 

the 
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ferve carefully certain points and rocks on the two fides. It is 
narrow at its entrance, and then becomes broader. A certain 
point being paffed, it becomes narrower again, and forms a 
kind of fall between two large cliffs, where the water runs fo 
rapidly that a piece of wood thrown in is drawn under and not 
feen again. But by waiting till high tide you can pafs this fall 
very eafily.^ Then it expands again to the extent of about 

a 



Champlain's Description of the accompanying Map. 

RxviiRB St. Jbhan. 
Tktjigwgt bidicaU fathoms 0/waUr. 

A, Three iflands above the falls.^ B. Mountains rifing up from the main land, 
two leagues fouth of the river. C. The fall in the river. D. Shoals where 
veiTels, when the tide is out, are liable to run aground. E. Cabin where the rav- 
ages fortify themfelves. F. A pebbly point where there is a crofs. G, An ifland 
at the entrance of the river.^ //, A fmall brook coming from a little pond.' /. 
Arm of the fea dry at low tide.* Z. Two little rocky iflets.» M, A fmall pond. 
JV, Two brooks. O. Very dangerous fhoals along the coafl, which are dry at low 
tide. P. Way by which the favages carry their canoes in pafling the falls. Q. 
Place for anchoring where the river runs with full current 

Notes, i. The iflands arc not clofe together as here reprefented. One is 
very near the main land on one fliore, and two on the other. 2. Partridge Ifland. 
3. Mill Pond. 4. Marsh Creek, very fliallow but not entirely dry at low tide. 
5. Thefe iflets are not now reprefented on the charts, and are probably rocks near 
the fliore from which the foil may have been waflied away fmce 1604. 



'^ Champlain was under a miflappre- 
benfion about pafling the fall at the 
mouth of the St. John at high tide. It 
can in fa^ only be pafled at about half 
tide. The waters of the river at low 
tide are about twelve feet higher than 
the waters of the fea. At high tide, the 
waters of the fea are about five feet 
higher than the waters of the river. 
Confequently, at low tide there is a fall 
outward, and at high tide there is a fall 



inward, at neither of which times can 
the fall be pafTed. The only time for 
pafling the fall is when the waters of 
the fea are on a level with the waters of 
the river. This occurs twice every tide, 
at the level point at the flood ana like- 
wife at the ebb. The period for paffing 
lafls about fifteen or twenty minutes, 
and of courfe occurs four times a day. 
VefTels afTemble in conflderable num- 
bers above and below to embrace the 

opportunity 
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a league in fome places, where there are three iflands. We 
did not explore it farther up.^ But Ralleau, fecretary of 
Sieur de Monts, went there fome time after to fee a favage 
named Secondon, chief of this river, who reported that it was 
beautiful, large, and extenfive, with many meadows and fine 
trees, as oaks, beeches, walnut-trees, and alfo wild grape- 
vines. The inhabitants of the country go by this river 
to Tadouffac, on the great river St. Lawrence, making but 
a fhort portage on the journey. From the river St John 
to Tadouflac is fixty-five leagues.** At its mouth, which 
is in latitude 45° 40', there is an iron mine." 

From the river St. John we went to four iflands, on one 
of which we landed, and found great numbers of birds called 
magpies,®* of which we captured many fmall ones, which are 
as good as pigeons. Sieur de Poutrincourt came near get- 
ting loft here, but he came back to our barque at laft, when 
we had already gone to fearch for him about the ifland, which 
is three leagues diftant from the main land. Farther weft 
are other iflands; among them one fix leagues in length, 
called by the favages Manthane,®^ fouth of which there are 

among 

opportunity of paffing at the favoring But by the winding courfe of the St. 

moment There are periods, however, John it would be very much greater, 

when the river is fwollen by rains and " Champlain*s latitude is inezafl. 

melting fnow, at which the tides do not St. John's Harbor is 45® 16'. 

rife as high as the river; and confe- •* J/«/^^j, magpies. The four iflands 

quently there is a conilant fall outward, which Champlain named the Magpies 

and vefTels cannot pafs until the high are now called the Wolves, and are near 

water fubfides. the mouth of Paflamaquoddy Bay. 

'• Thev afcended the river only a Charlevoix has Oi/eaux, the Birds, 

fliort diftance into the large bay juft •" Manan. Known as the Grand 



above the falls, near which are the Manan in contradiflindlion to the Petit 
three iflands mentioned in the text. Manan, a fmall ifland flill further weft. 

** The diflance from the mouth of It is about fourteen or fifteen miles 
the river St. John to TadoufTac in a long, and about fix in its greateft width, 
dire^ line is about fixty-five leagues. On the fouth igid eaftem fide are Long 

Ifland, 
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among the iflands feveral good harbors for veffels. From 
the Magpie Iflands we proceeded to a river on the main land 
called the river of the Etechemins " a tribe of favages fo 
called in their country. We pafled by fo many iflands that 
we could not afcertain their number, which were very fine. 
Some were two leagues in extent, others three, others more 
or lefs. All of thefe iflands are in a bay,®^ having, in my 
eftimation, a circuit of more than fifteen leagues. There 
are many good places capable of containing any number of 
vefTels, and abounding in fifli in the feafon, fuch as codfifti, 
falmon, bafs, herring, halibut, and other kinds in great num. 
bers. Sailing weft-north-weft three leagues through the 
iflands, we entered a river almoft half a league in breadth at 
its mouth, failing up which a league or two we found two 
iflands: one very fmall near the weftern bank; and the 
other in the middle, having a circumference of perhaps eight 
or nine hundred paces, with rocky fides three or four fathoms 
high all around, except in one fmall place, where there is a 
fandy point and clayey earth adapted for making brick and 
other ufeful articles. There is another place affording a 
fhelter for veflels from eighty to a hundred tons, but it is 
dry at low tide. The ifland is covered with firs, birches, 
maples, and oaks. It is by nature very well fituated, except 
in one place, where for about forty paces it is lower than 
elfewhere : this, however, is eafily fortified, the banks of the 

main 

Ifland, Great Duck, Rofs, Chejme, and •* The St. Croix River, fometimes 

White Head Iflands, among which good called the Scoudic. 

harborage may be found. The name, •• Paflamaquoddy Bay. On Gailal- 

as appears in the text, is of Indian do's map of 1550 called Anp;ouIerme. 

origin. It is fometimes fpelled Me- On Rouge's "Adas Ameriquain," 1778, 

nane, but that in the text prevails. it is written Pafiamacadie. 
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main land being diftant on both fides feme nine hundred to a 
thoufand paces. Veffels could pafs up the river only at the 
mercy of the cannon on this ifland, and we deemed the loca^ 
tion the moft advantageous, not only on account of its fitua^ 
tion and good foil, but alfo on account of the intercourfe 
which we propofed with the favages of thefe coafts and of 
the interior, as we fhould be in the midfl of them. We 
hoped to pacify them in the courfe of time, and put an end 
to the wars which they carry on with one another, so as to 
derive fervice from them in future, and convert them to the 
Chriflian faith. This place was named by Sieur de Monts 
the Ifland of St. Croix.* Farther on, there is a great bay, in 

which 

Champlain's Description of the accompanying Map. 

ISLB DB SaINTB CrOIX. 

Ttu figures indicate /aihamu o/ water, 

A. A plan of our habitation. ^.Gardens. C Little iflet ferving as a plat- 
form for cannon.i D, Platform where cannon were placed. E, The Cemetery. 
F. The Chapel. G, Rocky ihoals about the Ifland Sainte Croix. H, A litde 
iflet' /. Place where Sieur de Monts had a water-mill commenced. Z. Place 
where we made our coal. Af. Gardens on the weftern ftiore. iV. Other gardens 
on the eaftem fhore. O, Very large and high mountain on the main land.' P. 
River of the Etechemins flowing about the Ifland of St. Croix. 

Notes, i. This refers to the fouthem end of the ifland, which was probably 
feparated at high tide, where a cannon may be feen in pofition. 2. Little De 
Monts's Ifland, fometimes called Little Dochefs Ifland. 3. This ''mountain" is 
now called Chamcook Hill. Its height is 627 feet At the northern end of the 
ifland on the ri^ht there is an exteniive fandy flioal, dry at low tide, of a trianeular 
fliape as formerly, and has apparently changed very little fince the days of Cham- 
plain. 

'• The Holy Crofs, Sainde Croix, ifland, two ftreams flow into the main 
This name was fuggefted by the cir- channel of the river at the fame place, 
cumflance that, a few miles above the one from the eafl and the other from the 

weft, 
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which are two iflands, one high and the other flat ; alfo three 
rivers, two of moderate fize, one extending towards the eafl:, 
the other towards the north, and the third of large fize, 
towards the weft. The latter is that of the Etechemins, of 
which we fpoke before. Two leagues up this there is a 
waterfall, around which the favages carry their canoes fome 
five hundred paces by land, and then re-enter the river. 
Pafling afterwards from the river a fliort diftance overland, 
one reaches the rivers Norumbegue and St. John. But the 
falls are impaflable for veflels, as there are only rocks and but 
four or five feet of water.*^ In May and June, fo great a 

number 

weft, while a bay makes up between gree iince the time of Champlain by the 

them, prefenting the appearance of a a6lion of the waves, but probably very 

crofs. little. On the fouthern extremity of 

"Et d'autantqu'k deux lieuSs au def- the ifland where De Monts placed his 

fus 11 y a des ruilTeaux qui viennent com- cannon, about twenty-five years ago a 

me en croix de d^char^er dans ce large workman in excavating threw out five 

bras de mer, cette tie de la retraite des fmall cannon-balls, one oi which was 

Francois fut appelde Saincte Croix." obtained by Peter E. Vofe, Efq., of 

— His, NouvelU' France^ par Lefcarbot, Dennyfville, Me., who then refided near 

Paris, 161 2, Qvat Liv. pp. 461, 462. the ifland, and was converfant with 2iX 

It is now called De Monts^s Ifland. the circumftances of the difcovery. They 

It has been called Dochet's Ifland and were about a foot and a half below the 

Neutral Ifland, but there is great appro- furface, and the workman was exca- 

priatenefs in calling it after its firft oc- vating for another purpofe, and knew 

cupant and proprietor, and in honor of nothin? of the hiftory of the ifland. At 

him it has been fo named with fuitable our foTicitation, the ball belonging to 

ceremonies. — Vide Godfreys Centen- Mr. Vofe has recently been prefented 

nial Di/cour/e^ Bangor, 1870, p. 20. to the New England Hiftoric Genealogi- 

The United States maintain a light cal Society, of which he is a member. 

upon the ifland, which is feventy-one It is iron, perfeftly round, two and a 

feet above the level of the fea, and is quarter inches in diameter, and weighs 

vifible twelve nautical miles. The ifland 22) oz. avoirdupois. There can be no 

itfelf is moderately hieh, and in the reafonable doubt that thefe balls are 

wideft part is one hundred and eighty relics of the little French colony of 1604, 

paces or about five hundred and forty and probably the only memonal of the 

feet. The area is probably not more kind now in exiflence. 

than fix or feven acres, although it has •" The defcription in the text of the 

been eftimated at twice that It may environs of the Ifland of St. Croix is 

have been diminifhed in fome flight de- entirely accurate. Some di fiance above, 

5 and 
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number of herring and bafs are caught there that veflels could 
be loaded with them. The foil is of the fineft fort, and there 
are fifteen or twenty acres of cleared land, where Sieur de 
Monts had feme wheat fown, which flouriihed finely. The 
lavages come here fometimes five or fix weeks during the 
fifhing feafon. All the reft of the country confifls of very 
denfe forefts. If the land were cleared up, grain would 
flourifli excellently. This place is in latitude 45° 20',** and 
1 7° 32' o£ the deflection of the magnetic needle. 



CHAPTER IV. 

Sieur de Monts, finding no Other Place better adapted for a Per- 
manent Settlement than the Island of St. Croix, fortifies it and 
BUILDS Dwellings. — Return of the Vessels to France, and of 
Ralleau, Secretary of Sieur de Monts, for the Sake of Arrang- 
ing SOME Business Affairs. 

iOT finding any more fuitable place than this 
ifland, we commenced making a barricade on 
a little iflet a (hort diftance from the main ifland, 
which ferved as a ftation for placing our cannon. 
All worked fo energetically that in a little while 
it was put in a flate of defence, although the mofquitoes 

(which 

and in view from the illand, is the fork, little al>ove Calais is the waterfall, 

or Divide, as it is called. Here is a around which the Indians carried their 

meeting of the waters of Warwig Creek bark canoes, when on their journey up 

from the eaft, Oak Day from the north, the river through the Scoudic lakes, 

and the river of the Etechemins, now from which by land they reached the 

called the St. Croii. from the weft, river St, John on the eaft, or, on the 

Thefe are the three rivers mentioned weft, palling through the Mettawam- 

by Champlain, Oak Bay being conlid- keag. they reached the Norumbegue, or 

ered as one of them, in which may be Penobfcot River. 

feen the two iilands mentioned in the " Tlie latitude of the lOaod of St 

text, one high and the other low. A Croix is 45° 7' 43". 
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(which are little flies) annoyed us exceflively in our work. 
For there were feveral of our men whofe faces were fo fwol- 
len by their bites that they could fcarcely fee. The barri- 
cade being finifhed, Sieur de Monts fent his barque to notify 
the reft of our party, who were with our veflel in the bay of 
St. Mary, to come to St. Croix. This was promptly done, 
and while awaiting them we fpent our time very pleafantly. 

Some days after, our veflels having arrived and anchored, 
all difembarked. Then, without lofmg time, Sieur de Monts 
proceeded to employ the workmen in building houfes for our 
abode, and allowed me to determine the arrangement of our 
fettlement After Sieur de Monts had determined the place 
for the ftorehoufe, which is nine fathoms long, three wide, 
and twelve feet high, he adopted the plan for his own houfe, 
which he had promptly built by good workmen, and then 
affigned to each one his location. Straightway, the men 
began to gather together by fives and fixes, each according 
to his defire. Then all fet to work to clear up the ifland, to 

go 

Champlain's Description of the accompanyino Map. 

HABrrATioN DB l'Islb Stb. Crouc 
Th* figures huLicaU fathom* of water » 

A, Dwelling of Sieur de Monts. B, Public building where we fpent our time 
when it rained. C The ftorehoufe. D, Dwelling of the guard. E, The black- 
finith (hop. F. Dwelling of the carpenters. G, The well. H, The oven where 
the bread was made. /. Kitchen. L, Gardens. M, Other gardens. N» Place 
in the centre where a tree ftands. O. Palifade. P, Dwellings of the Sieurs 
d^Orville, Champlain, and Champdord. Q, Dwelling of Sieur Boulay, and other 
'artifans. J?. Dwelling where the Sieurs de Geneftou, Sourin, and other artifans 
lived. T. Dwelling of the Sieurs de Beaumont, la Motte Bourioli, and Fouge- 
ray. K. Dwelling of our curate. X» Other gardens. K The river furround- 
ing the ifland. 
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go to the woods, to make the frame work, to carry earth and 
other things neceffary for the buildings. 

While we were building our houfes, Sieur de Monts de- 
fpatched Captain Fouques in the veffel of Roflignol,®* to find 
Pont Grave at Canfeau, in order to obtain for our fettlement 
what fupplies remained. 

Some time after he had fet out, there arrived a fmall barque 
of eight tons, in which was Du Glas of Honfleur, pilot of 
Pont Grave's veffel, bringing the Bafque fhip-mafters, who had 
been captured by the above Pont Grav€ ^ while engaged in 
the fur-trade, as we have ftated. Sieur de Mqnts received them 
civilly, and fent them back by the above Du Glas to Pont Grave, 
with orders for him to take the veffels he had captured to 
Rochelle, in order that juftice might be done. Meanwhile, 
work on the houfes went on vigoroufly and without ceffation ; 
the carpenters engaged on the ftorehoufe and dwelling of 
Sieur de Monts, and the others each on his own houfe, as 
I was on mine, which I built with the afliftance of fome fer- 
vants belonging to Sieur d'Orville and myfelf. It was forth- 
with completed, and Sieur de Monts lodged in it until his 
own was finiflied. An oven was alfo made, and a hand- 
mill for grinding our wheat, the working of which involved 
much trouble and labor to the moft of us, fince it was a toil- 
fome operation. Some gardens were afterwards laid out, on 
the main land as well as on the ifland. Here many kinds of 
feeds were planted, which flouriflied very well on the main 

land, 

•• This was the veffel taken from fays Gravd was his fumame. — Vide 

Captain Roffignol and confifcated. — Hiftoire de la Nou. Fran., Paris, 1612, 

Vide antea, pp. 10, 12 ; alfo note 26. Qvat Li v. p. 501. To prevent any con- 

^ Champlain and others often write nifion, we write it Pont Grav^ in all 

only Pont for Pont Grav^. Lefcarbot cafes. 
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land, but not on the ifland, fince there was only fand here, 
and the whole were burned up when the fun fhone, although 
fpecial pains were taken to water them. 

Some days after, Sieur de Monts determined to afcertain 
where the mine of pure copper was which we had fearched 
for fo much. With this objedl in view, he defpatched me 
together with a favage named Meffamoiiet, who aflerted that 
he knew the place well. I fet out in a fmall barque of five 
or fix tons, with nine failors. Some eight leagues from the 
ifland, towards the river St. John, we found a mine of copper 
which was not pure, yet good according to the report of the 
miner, who faid that it would yield eighteen per cent. Farther 
on we found others inferior to this. When we reached the 
place where we fuppofed that was which we were hunting 
for, the favage could not find it, fo that it was neceflary to 
come back, leaving the fearch for another time. 

Upon my return from this trip, Sieur de Monts re- 

folved to fend his veffels back to France, and alfo Sieur 

de Poutrincourt, who had come only for his pleafure, and to 

explore countries and places fuitable for a colony, which he 

defired to found ; for which reafon he aflced Sieur de Monts 

for Port Royal, which he gave him in accordance with the 

power and diredlions he had received from the king.*^ He 

fent back alfo Ralleau, his fecretary, to arrange fome matters 

concerning the voyage. They fet out from the Ifland of 

St Croix the laft day of Auguft, 1604. 

CHAPTER V. 

•* De Monts's charter provided for difcrepancy in the orthography of this 
the diftribution of lands to colonics, name. Lefcarbot, De Laet, and Char- 
This gift to De Poutrincourt was con- levoix write Poutrincourt. In his Latin 
firmed afterwards by the kine. We epitaph, vide Murdoch's Nova Scotiay 
may here remark that there is the ufual VoL I. p. 59, it is Potrincurtius, while 

Champlain 
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CHAPTER V. 
Of the Coast, Ijchabitaxts, axd River or Norumbegue, and op ali. 

THAT occurred DURDTG THE EZPLORATIOM OF THE LATTER. 

FTER the departure of the veflels, Sieur de 
Monts, without lofing time, decided to fend 
perfons to make difcoveries along the coall of 
Norumbeg^e; and he intrufted me with this 
work, which I found very agreeable. 
In order to execute this commiifion, I fet out from St 
Croix on the 2d of September with a patache of feventeen or 
eighteen tons, twelve failors, and two favages, to ferve us as 
guides to the places with which they were acquainted. The 
fame day we found the vefTels where Sieur de Poutrincourt 
was, which were anchored at the mouth of the river St 
Croix in confequence of bad weather, which place we could 
not leave before the 5th of the month. Having gone two or 
three leagues feaward, fo denfe a fog arofe that we at once 
loft fight of their veffels. Continuing our courfe along the 
coaft, we made the fame day feme twenty-five leagues, and 
paffed by a large number of iflands, banks, reefs, and rocks, 
which in places extend more than four leagues* out to fea. 
We called the iflands the Ranges, moft of which are covered 

with 

Champlain has Poitrincourt In Pou- aiteflor perpetuus, etc. This muft be 
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with pines, firs, and other trees of an inferior fort. Among 
thefe iflands are many fine harbors, but undefirable for a 
permanent fettlement. The fame day we pafTed alfo near 
to an ifland about four or five leagues long, in the neigh- 
borhood of which we juft efcaped being lofl on a little 
rock on a level with the water, which made an opening in 
our barque near the keel. From this ifland to the main land 
on the north, the diflance is lefs than a hundred paces. It 
is very high, and notched in places, fo that there is the ap- 
pearance to one at fea, as of feven or eight mountains ex- 
tending along near each other. The fummit of the moft of 
them is deftitute of trees, as there are only rocks on them. 
The woods confift of pines, firs, and birches only. I named 
it Ifle des Monts D^ferts.*^ The latitude is 44^ 30'. 

The next day, the 6th of the month, we failed two leagues, 
and perceived a fmoke in a cove at the foot of the moun- 
tains above mentioned. We faw two canoes rowed by fav- 
ages, which came within mufket range to obferve us. I fent 
our two favages in a boat to aflure them of our friendftiip. 
Their fear of us made them turn back. On the morning of 
the next day, they came alonglide of our barque and tsJked 
with our favages. I ordered fome bifcuit, tobacco, and other 
trifles to be given them. Thefe favages had come beaver- 
hunting 

** The natives called this ifland Mount Manfell. But the name given 

Pemetiq. IJU qut Us Sauua^es appel- to it by Champlain has prevailed, and 

lent Pemetiq. — Vide Relation de la ilill adheres to it. 
Nouvelle-France^ par P. Biard, 1616, The defcription here given of the 

Relations des J^fuites, Quebec ed. 1858, barrennefs of the ifland clearly fuegefls 

p. 44. When the attempt was made in the origin of the name. Defert mould 

161 3 to plant a colony there by the therefore be pronounced with the ac- 

Marchionefs de Guercheville, the fettle- cent on the firft fyllable. The latitude 

ment was named St. Sauveur. This of the moil northern limit of the ifland 

ifland was alfo by the Englifli called is 44^ 24'. 
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hunting and to catch fifli, fome of which they gave us. 
Having made an alliance with them, they guided us to their 
river of Pentegouet," fo called by them, where they told us 
was their captain, named Beffabez, chief of this river. I 
think this river is that which feveral pilots and hiftorians call 
Norumbegue,** and which moft have defcribed as large and 
extenfive, with very many iflands, its mouth being in latitude 
43'*» 43^* 30', according to others in 44"*, more or lefs. With 
regard to the defledlion, I have neither read, nor heard any 
one fay any thing. It is related alfo that there is a large, 

thickly 

•• Penobfcot. The name of this river of Fundjr, and from that point in a 

has been varioufly written Pentagoet, ftraight line to the mouth of the Penob- 

Pentagwet, Pemptegoet, Pentagovett, fcot the diilance is more than forty 

Penobilkeag, Penaubiket, and in various leagues, which was the breadth of the 

other wavs. The Englifh began early Norumbegue at its mouth, according to 

to write It Penobfcot. It is a word of the ftatement of Alfonfe. The Abbd 

Indian origin, and different meanings Laverdi^re is not quite correal in faying 

have been affigned to it by thofe who that the river Norumbegue is the iame 

have undertaken to interpret the Ian- as the Bay of Fundy. It includes, ac- 

guage from which it is derived. cording to Alfonfe, who is not altogether 

•♦ The Abb^ Laverdi^re is of the confident with himfelf, not only the Bay 

opinion that the river Norumbegue was of Fundy, but likewife the Penobfcot 

identical with the Bay of Fundy. His River and the bay of the fame name, 

only authority is Jean Alfonfe, tne chief with its numerous iflands. Alfonfe left 

i)ilot of Rohcrval in 1541-42. Alfonfe a drawing or map of this region in his 

lays : ♦* Bevimtl the cape of Noroveregue Cofmography, which Laverdiere had not 

dcfccmls the river of the faid Norove- probably feen, on which the Bay of 

regue» which is about twent);-five leajijues Fundy and the Penobfcot are correctly 

from the cnpe. The faid river is more laid down, and the latter is defignated 

than forty leagues broad at its mouth, the " Riviere de Norvebergue." It is 

and extends this width inward well therefore obvious, if this map can be 

thirty or forty leagues, and is all full of relied upon, that the river of Norum- 




Norumhej»ue is the prefent Cape Sable, the **plufieurs pilottes et hiftoriens" 

rtH It is luppofeil to be. by coartmg along referred to by Champlain. — Vide copy 

the Ihores of Nova Scotia from that of thg Chart from the AfS. Co/moera" 

iMpe In .1 north-Nvorterlydireaion a little fihv of J^an Alfonfe in Biblioth^ue 

more than twenty leagues, we lh;Ul N,ition.ile, Paris, in Mr. Murphv^s Voy- 

reaih St. M.iry\s liay, which may Ijc age of Verraxzano, New York, i'875. 
rcganlcd aa the beginning of the IVay 



Sieur de Champlain. 41 

thickly fettled town of favages, who are adroit and (kilful, 
and who have cotton yam. I am confident that moft of 
thofe who mention it have not feen it, and fpeak of it 
becaufe they have heard perfons fay fo, who knew no more 
about it than they themfelves. I am ready to believe that 
fome may have feen the mouth of it, becaufe there are in 
reality many iflands, and it is, as they fay, in latitude 44"* at 
its entrance. But that any one has ever entered it there is 
no evidence, for then they would have defcribed it in another 
manner, in order to relieve the minds of many of this doubt. 

I will accordingly relate truly what I explored and faw, 
from the beginning as far as I went. 

In the firft place, there are at its entrance feveral iflands 
diftant ten or twelve leagues from the main land, which are 
in latitude 44**, and 18"* 40' of the defledlion of the magnetic 
needle. The Ifle des Monts Deferts forms one of the 
extremities of the mouth, on the eaft; the other is low 
land, called by the favages Bedabedec,*^ to the weft of the 
former, the two being diftant from each other nine or ten 
leagues. Almoft midway between thefe, out in the ocean, 
there is another ifland very high and confpicuous, which on 
this account I have named Ifle Haute.^ All around there 
is a vaft number of varying extent and breadth, but the 

largeft 

** An indefinite region about Rock- ^ Ifle Haute, high ifland^ which name 

land and Camden, on the weflem bank it llill retains. Cnamplain wrote it on 

of the Penobfcot near its mouth, ap- his map, 1632, ''Ifle Haulte." It has 

pears to have been the domain of the been anglicized hy fome into Ifle Holt. 

Indian chie^ Beflabez, and was denomi- It is nearly fix miles long, and has an 

nated Bedabedec. The Camden Hills average width of over two miles, and is 

were called the mountains of Bedabe- the highest land in its vicinity, reaching 

dec, and OwPs Head was called Beda- at its higheil point four hundred feet 

bedec Point. above the level of the fea. 
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largeft is that of the Monts D^ferts. Fifhing as alfo hunting 
are very good here; the fifh are of various kinds. Some 
two or three leagues from the point of Bedabedec, as you 
coaft northward along the main land which extends up this 
river, there are very high elevations of land, which in fair 
weather are feen twelve or fifteen leagues out at fea.^ Faff- 
ing to the fouth of the Ifle Haute, and coafling along the fame 
for a quarter of a league, where there are fome reefs out of 
water, and heading to the weft until you open all the moun- 
tains northward of this ifland, you can be fure that, by keep- 
ing in fight the eight or nine peaks of the Monts Deferts and 
Bedabedec, you will crofs the river Norumbegue; and in 
order to enter it you muft keep to the north, that is, towards 
the higheft mountains of Bedabedec, where you will fee no 
iflands before you, and can enter, Aire of having water enough, 
although you fee a great many breakers, iflands, and rocks 
to the eaft and weft of you. For greater fecurity, one fhould 
keep the founding lead in hand. And my obfervations lead 
me to conclude that one cannot enter this river in any other 
place except in fmall veffels or fhallops. For, as I ftated 
above, there are numerous iflands, rocks, fhoals, banks, and 
breakers on all fides, fo that it is marvellous to behold. 

Now to refume our courfe : as one enters the river, there 
are beautiful iflands, which are very pleafant and contain 

fine 

•' Camden Hills or Mountains. They denominates them <* Mathebeihick^s 

are five or fix in number, from 900 to Hills." — Vide Church's Htfiory of King 

1,500 feet high, and maybe feen, it is Philip's War, Newport, 1772, p. 143. 

faid, twenty leagues at lea. The more Captain John Smith calls them the 

prominent are Mt. Batty, Mt. Pleafant, mountains of Penobfcot, "againft whofe 

and Mt. Hofmer, or Rapr^ed Mountain, feet doth beat the fea," which, he adds, 

They are fometimes called the Megunti- "you may well fee fixteen or eighteen 

cook Range. Colonel Benjamin Church leagues from their fitxiation." 
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fine meadows. We proceeded to a place to which the fav- 
ages guided us, where the river is not more than an eighth 
of a league broad, and at a diftance of fome two hundred 
paces from the weftem fhore there is a rock on a level with 
the water, of a dangerous chara6ler.^ From here to the Ifle 
Haute, it is fifteen leagues. From this narrow place, where 
there is the leaft breadth that we had found, after failing 
fome feven or eight leagues, we came to a little river near 
which it was neceffary to anchor, as we faw before us a great 
many rocks which are uncovered at low tide, and fmce alfo, 
if we had defired to fail farther, we could have gone fcarcely 
half a league, in confequence of a fall of water there coming 
down a flope of leven or eight feet, which I faw as I went 
there in a canoe with our favages ; and we found only water 
enough for a canoe. But excepting the fall, which is fome 
two hundred paces broad, the river is beautiful, and unob- 
ftrucSed up to the place where we had anchored. I landed 
to view the country, and, going on a hunting excurfion, found 
it very pleafant fo far as I went. The oaks here appear as 
if they were planted for ornament. I faw only a few firs, but 
numerous pines on one fide of the river; on the other only oaks, 
and fome copfe wood which extends far into the interior.®^ 

And 

•• This narrow place in the river is Col. Me. His. Soc, Vol. V. p. 385. 

jnft above Caftine, where Cape Jellifon The " rock " alluded to by Champlain 

Ibretches out towards the eaft, at the is Fort Point Ledge, bare at half tide, 

head of the bay, and at the mouth of fouth-eaft by eaft from the Point, and 

the river. At the extremity of the cape diftant over half a mile. Champlain *s 

18 Fort Point, fo called from Fort Pow- diftances here are fomewhat overefti- 

iial],ere6led there in 1759, ^ ^^^P focky mated. 

elevation of about eighty feet in height. •• The terminus of this exploration 

Before the ere6lion of tne fort by Gov- of the Penobfcot was near the prefent 

emor Pownall, it was called Wafaum- fite of the city of liangor. The fmall 

keag Point. — Vide PownaWs Jourtialt river near the mouth of which they an- 
chored 
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And I will ftate that from the entrance to where we went, 
about twenty-five leagues, we faw no town, nor village, nor 
the appearance of there having been one, but one or two 
cabins of the favages without inhabitants. Thefe were made 
in the fame way as thofe of the Souriquois, being covered 
with the bark of trees. So far as we could judge, the favages 
on this river are few in number, and are called Eteche- 
mins. Moreover, they only come to the iflands, and that 
only during fome months in fummer for fifh and game, of 
which there is a great quantity. They are a people who 
have no fixed abode, fo far as I could obferve and learn from 
them. For they fpend the winter now in one place and now 
in another, according as they find the beft hunting, by which 
they live when urged by their daily needs, without laying up 
any thing for times of fcarcity, which are fometimes fevere. 

Now this river muft of neceffity be the Norumbegue ; for, 
having coailed along pail it as far as the 4 1 "^ of latitude, we 
have found no other on the parallel above mentioned, except 
that of the Quinibequy, which is almoft in the fame latitude, 
but not of great extent. Moreover, there cannot be in any 
other place a river extending far into the interior of the 
country, fince the great river St Lawrence wafhes the coaft 
of La Cadie and Norumbegue, and the diftance from one to 
the other by land is not more than forty-five leagues, or fixty 
at the widefl point, as can be feen on my geographical map. 

Now I will drop this difcuffion to return to the favages who 

had 

chored was the Kenduflceag. The falls cepting this fell " is complicated, and 

which Champlain vifited with the In- not quite logical, but the author evi- 

dians in a canoe are thofe a (hort dif- dently means to defcribe the river from 

tance above the city. The fentence, its mouth to the place of their anchor- 

a few lines back, beginning ** But ex- age at Bangor. 
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had conduced me to the falls of the river Norumbegue, 
who went to notify Beffabez, their chief, and other favages, 
who in turn proceeded to another little river to inform their 
own, named Cabahis, and give him notice of our arrival. 

The 1 6th of the month there came to us fome thirty fav- 
ages on affurances given them by thofe who had ferved us 
as guides. There came alfo to us the fame day the above- 
named Beffabez with fix canoes. As foon as the favages 
who were on land faw him coming, they all began to fing, 
dance, and jump, until he had landed. Afterwards, they all 
feated themfelves in a circle on the ground, as is their cuf- 
tom, when they wifh to celebrate a feftivity, or an harangue 
is to be made. Cabahis, the other chief, arrived alfo a little 
later with twenty or thirty of his companions, who withdrew 
one fide and enjoyed greatly feeing us, as it was the firfl time 
they had feen Chriftians. A little while after, I went on 
fhore with two of my companions and two of our favages who 
ferved as interpreters. I diredled the men in our barque to 
approach near the favages, and hold their arms in readinefs 
to do their duty in cafe they noticed any movement of thefe 
people againft us. Beffabez, feeing us on land, bade us fit 
down, and began to fmoke with his companions, as they 
ufually do before an addr^fs. They prefented us with veni- 
fon and game. 

I diredled our interpreter to fay to our favages that they 
fhould caufe Beffabez, Cabahis, and their companions to 
underfland that Sieur de Monts had fent me to them to fee 
them, and alfo their country, and that he defired to preferve 
friendfhip with them and to reconcile them with their ene- 
mies, the Souriquois and Canadians, and moreover that he 

defired 
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defired to inhabit their country and (how them how to culti- 
vate it, in order that they might not continue to lead fo 
miferable a life as they were doing, and fome other words on 
the fame fubjedL This our favages interpreted to them, at 
which they fignified their great fatisfa6tion, faying that no 
greater good could come to them than to have our friend- 
fliip, and that they defired to live in peace with their enemies, 
and that we fliould dwell in their land, in order that they 
might in future more than ever before engage in hunting 
beavers, and give us a part of them in return for our pro- 
viding them with things which they wanted. After he had 
finiflied his difcourfe, I prefented them with hatchets, pater- 
nofters, caps, knives, and other littie knick-knacks, when we 
feparated from each other. All the reft of this day and the 
following night, until break of day, they did nothing but 
dance, fmg, and make merry, after which we traded for a 
certain number of beavers. Then each party returned, 
Beffabez with his companions on the one fide, and we on 
the other, highly pleafed at having made the acquaintance 
of this people. 

The 1 7th of the month I took the altitude,*^ and found 
the latitude 45 "" 25'. This done, we fet out for another 
river called Quinibequy, diftant from this place thirty-five 

leagues, 

i«> The interview with the Indians on the place where they then were, and 
the 1 6th, and the taking of the altitude nearly twenty leagues diftant from Be- 
on the 17th, muft have occurred before dabedec. Confequently, they were fif- 
the party left their anchorage at Bangor teen leagues above Bedabedec, which 
with the purpofe, but which they did was fituated near the mouth of the 
not accomplifh that year, of vifiting the river. The ladtude, which they ob- 
Kennehec. This may he inferred from tained from their obfervations, was far 
Champlain s ftatement that the Kenne- from correal : it (hould be 44*» 46^. 
bee was thirty-five leagues diftant from 
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leagues, and nearly twenty from Bedabedec. This nation of 
favages of Quinibequy are called Etechemins, as well as 
thofe of Norumbegue. 

The 1 8th of the month we pafTed near a fmall river where 
Cabahis was, who came with us in our barque fome twelve 
leagues ; and having afked him whence came the river No- 
rumbegue, he told me that it paffes the fall which I mentioned 
above, and that one journeying fome diftance on it enters 
a lake by way of which they come to the river of St. Croix, 
by going fome diflance over land, and then entering the river 
of the Etechemins. Moreover, another river enters the lake, 
along which they proceed fome days, and afterwards enter 
another lake and pafs through the midft of it. Reaching the 
end of it, they make again a land journey of fome diflance, 
and then enter another little river, which has its mouth a 
league from Quebec, which is on the great river St. Law- 
rence/®^ All thefe people of Norumbegue are very fwarthy, 

dreffed 

^* The Indian chief Cabahis here been called by them the river of the 
points out two trails, the one leading Etechemins. — Vidg an^ea,p. ^i. 
to the French habitation juft eftablilhed The other trail led up the north 
on the Ifland of St. Croix, the other to branch of the Penobfcot, pafling through 
Quebec ; by the former, pafling up the Lake Pemadumcook, and then on 
Penobfcot from the prefent fite of Ban- through Lake Chefuncook, finally reach- 
gor, entering the Matawamkeag, keep- ing the fource of this dream which is 
mg to the eaft in their light bark canoes near that of the Chaudi^re, which latter 
to Lake Bofcanhegan, and from there flows into the St. Lawrence, near Que- 
paffing by land to the flream then known bee. It would feem from the text that 
as the river of the Etechemins, now Champlain fuppofed that the Penobfcot 
called the Scoudic or St. Croix. The flowed from a lake into which ftreams 
expreiiion " by which they come to the flowed from both the obje6live points, 
river of St. Croix " is explanatory : it viz. St. Croix and Quebec ; but this was 
has no reference to the name of the a miflake not at all unnatural, as he had 
river, but means fimply that the trail never been over the ground, and ob- 
leads to the river in which was the tained his information from the Indians, 
idand of St Cijoix. This river had not whofe language he imperfedlly under- 
then been named St. Croix, but had flood. 
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dreffed in beavei>(kins and other furs, like the Canadian and 
Souriquois favages, and they have the fame mode of life. 

The 20th of the month we failed along the weftem coaft, 
and paffed the mountains of Bedabedec,^^ when we anchored. 
The fame day we explored the entrance to the river, where 
large veffels can approach ; but there are infide fome reefs, to 
avoid which one muft advance with founding lead in hand. 
Our favages left us, as they did not wifh to go to Quini- 
bequy, for the favages of that place are great enemies to 
them. We failed fome eight leagues along the weftem coaft 
to an ifland^^ ten leagues diftant from Quinibequy, where 
we were obliged to put in on account of bad weather and 
contrary wind. At one point in our courfe, we paffed a laxge 
number of iflands and breakers extending fome leagues out 
to fea, and very dangerous. And in view of the bad weather, 
which was fo unfavorable to us, we did not fail more than 
three or four leagues farther. All thefe iflands and coafts 
are covered with extenfive woods, of the fame fort as that 
which I have reported above as exifting on the other coails. 
And in confideration of the fmall quantity of provifions which 
we had, we refolved to return to our fettlement and wait 
until the following year, when we hoped to return and ex- 
plore more extenfively. We accordingly fet out on our 
return on the 23d of September, and arrived at our fettle- 
ment on the 2d of Odlober following. 

The above is an exa6l ftatement of all that I have ob- 

ferved 

1^ Bedabedec is an Indian word, fig- ^^ Mofquito and Metinic Iflands are 
nifying cape of the waters^ and was each about ten leagues eail of the Ken- 
plainly the point known as Owl's Head, nebec. As the party went but four 
It gave name to the Camden Mountains leagues further, the voyage muft have 
alfo. Vide antea^ note 95. terminated in Mufcongus Bay. 
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ferved refpe(5ling not only the coafts and people, but alfo the 
river of Norumbegue ; and there are none of the marvels 
there which fome perfons have defcribed.'** I am of opinion 
that this region is as difagreeable in winter as that of our 
fettlement, in which we were greatly deceived. 



CHAPTER VI. 

Of the Mal de la Terre, a very Desperate Malady. — How the Sav- 
ages, Men and Women, spend their Tiue in Winter. — And all 
that occurred at the settlement while we were passing the 
Winter. 

|HEN we arrived at the Ifland of St Croix, each 
one had finiftied his place of abode. Winter 
came upon us fooner than we expe<5led, and 
prevented us from doing many things which we 
had propofed. Neverthelefs, Sieur de Monts did 
not ^il to have fome gardens made on the ifland. Many 

began 

>** An idle ftory had been circulated, gated by Europeans anterior to this ex- 
and even found a place on the pa^s of ploratioa of Champlain. The exigence 
fober hiftory, that on the PenoDfcot, or of the bay and the river had been noted 
Norumb^^e, as it was then called, there long before. They are indicated on the 
ejdlted a Uir town, a populous city, with map of Kibero in 1529. Rio de Gamas 
the acceflbries of luxury and wealth, ana Rio Grande appear on early maps 
Champlain here takes pains to (how, in as names of this river, but are foon dif- 
the fulleft manner, that this ftory was a placed for Norumbeca, a name which 
bafelefs dream oi fancy, and utterly was fomeiimes extendeil lo a wide ran^e 
without foundation. Oi it Lefcarbot of territory on both fides of the Penob- 
naj'vely fays, "If this beautiful town hath fcot. On the Mappe-Monde of 1543-47, 
ever cxijted in nature, I would fain ifTued by the late M. Jomard, it is de- 
know who hath pulled it down, for there nominated Auorobagra, evidently in- 
are now onlv a few fcattered wigwams tended for Norumbega. Thevet, who 
made of poles covered with the bark vifited it, or (ailed along its mouth in 
of trees and the Ikins of wild beaAs." 1556. fpcaks of it as Norumbe^e. It 
There is no evidence, and no proba- is alleged that the aborigines called it 
Inlity, that this river had been navi- Agguncia. According to Jean Alfonfe, 
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began to clear up the ground, each his own. I alfo did fo 
with mine, which was very large, where I planted a quantity 
of feeds, as alfo did the others who had any, and they came 
up very well. But fince the ifland was all fandy, every thing 
dried up almoft as foon as the fun (hone upon it, and we had 
no water for irrigation except from the rain, which was in- 
frequent 

Sieur de Monts caufed alfo clearings to be made on the 
main land for making gardens, and at the falls three leagues 
from our fettlement he had work done and fome wheat fown, 
which came up very well and ripened. Around our habita- 
tion there is, at low tide, a large number of fliell-filh, fuch as 
cockles, mufcles, fea-urchins, and fea-fnails, which were very 
acceptable to all. 

The fnows began on the 6th of Oftober. On the 3d of 
December, we faw ice pafs which came from fome frozen 
river. The cold was (harp, more fevere than in France, and 
of much longer duration ; and it fcarcely rained at all the 
entire winter. I fuppofe that is owing to the north and 
north-weft winds pafling over high mountains always covered 
with fnow. The latter was from three to four feet deep up 
to the end of the month of April ; lailing much longer, I fup- 
pofe, than it would if the country were cultivated. 

During the winter, many of our company were attacked by 
a certain malady called the mal de la terre; otherwife fcurvy, 
as I have fmce heard from learned men. There were pro- 
duced, in the mouths of thofe who had it, great pieces of fuper- 

fluous 

it was difcovered by the Portugaefe and name is varioot among cariy writeis, but 

S^^nv^T^^.—VideHis.dtlaN.FroHcty Norumb^ue is adopted by the moft 

par M. LcfcaAot, Paris, 1612, Qvat. approvedmodeni antfacMrs. 
Liv. p. 495. Tbe ordiopiq[aiy oTtliia 




i.^^.->. .. 
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fluous and drivelling flefh (caufing extenfive putrefadlion), 
which got the upperhand to fuch an extent that fcarcely any 
thing but liquid could be taken. Their teeth became very 
loofe, and could be pulled out with the fingers without its 
caufing them pain. The fuperfluous flefh was often cut out, 
which caufed them to ejeft much blood through the mouth. 
Afterwards, a violent pain feized their arms and legs, which 
remained fwoUen and very hard, all fpotted as if with flea- 
bites ; and they could not walk on account of the contraction 
of the mufcles, fo that they were almofl without flrength, and 
fufiFered intolerable pains. They experienced pain alfo in 
the loins, flomach, and bowels, had a very bad cough, and 
fhort breath. In a word, they were in fuch a condition that 
the majority of them could not rife nor move, and could not 
even be raifed up on their feet without falling down in a 
fwoon. So that out of feventy-nine, who compofed our 
party, thirty-five died, and more than twenty were on the 
point of death. The majority of thofe who remained well 
alfo complained of flight pains and fhort breath. We were 
unable to find any remedy for thefe maladies. A pojl mortem 
examination of feveral was made to invefligate the caufe of 
their difeafe. 

In the cafe of many, the interior parts were found morti- 
fied, fuch as the lungs, which were fo changed that no natural 
fluid could be perceived in them. The fpleen was ferous 
and fwollen. The liver was legtieux? and fpotted, without 
its natural color. The vena cava^ fuperior and inferior, was 
filled with thick coagulated and black blood. The gall was 
tainted. Neverthelefs, many arteries, in the middle as well 
as lower bowek, were found in very good condition. In 

the 
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they follow until they get fight of the creature, when they 
flioot at it with their bows, or kill it by means of daggers 
attached to the end of a fliort pike, which is very eafily done, 
as the animals cannot walk on the fnow without finking in. 
Then the women and children come up, ere(5l a hut, and 
they give themfelves to feafting. Afterwards, they return 
in fearch of other animals, and thus they pafs the winter. 
In the month of March following, fome favages came and 
gave us a portion of their game in exchange for bread 
and other things which we gave them. This is the mode 
of life in winter of thefe people, which feems to me a very 
miferable one. 

We looked for our veflels at the end of April ; but, as this 
paffed without their arriving, all began to have an ill-boding, 
fearing that fome accident had befallen them. For this rea- 
fon, on the 15th of May, Sieur de Monts decided to have a 
barque of fifteen tons and another of feven fitted up, fo that we 
might go at the end of the month of June to Gafp^ in queft 
of veflels in which to return to France, in cafe our own fhould 
not meanwhile arrive. But God helped us better than we 
hoped; for, on the 15th of June enfuing, while on guard 
about 1 1 o'clock at night, Pont Grav^, captain of one of the 
veflels of Sieur de Monts, arriving in a fliallop, informed us 
that his ftiip was anchored fix leagues from our fettlement, 
and he was welcomed amid the great joy of all. 

The next day the veflel arrived, and anchored near our 
habitation. Pont Grav^ informed us that a veflel from St 
Malo, called the St. Eftienne, was following him, bringing 
us provifions and fupplies. 

On the 1 7th of the month, Sieur de Monts decided to go 

in 
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in queft of a place better adapted for an abode, and with a 
better temperature than our own. With this view, he had 
the barque made ready, in which he had purpofed to go to 
Gafpd 

CHAPTER VII. 

DISCOVEKT OP THE COAST OF THE ALUOUCHIQUOIS AS FAE A3 THE FORTY- 

BBCOKD Degree of Latitude, and Details of tris Voyage. 

VN the i8th of June, 1605, Sieur de Monts fet 
out from the Ifland of St. Croix with fome 
gentlemen, twenty failors, and a favage named 
Panounias, tc^ether with his wife, whom he was 
unwilling to leave behind. Thefe we took, in 
order to ferve us as guides to the country of the Almouchi- 
quois, in the hope of exploring and learning more particu- 
larly by their aid what the charadter of this country was, 
efpecially fince fhe was a native of it. 

Coafling along infide of Manan, an ifland three leagues 
from the main land, we came to the Ranges on the feaward 
fide, at one of which we anchored, where there was a large 
number of crows, of which our men captured a great many, 
and we called it the Ifle aux Comeilles. Thence we went to 
the Ifland of Monts D^ferts, at the entrance of the river 
Norumbegue, as I have before ftated, and failed five or fix 
leagues among many iflands. Here there came to us three 
lavages in a canoe from Bedabedec Point, where their captain 
was; and, after we had had fome converfation with them, 
they returned the fame day. 

On Friday, the ift of July, we fet out from one of the 

iflands 
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iflands at the mouth of the river, where there is a very good 
harbor for veffels of a hundred or a hundred and fifty tons. 
This day we made fome twenty-five leagues between Beda- 
bedec Point and many iflands and rocks, which we obferved 
as far as the river Quinibequy, at the mouth of which is a very 
high ifland, which we called the Tortoife,"^ Between the 
latter and the main land there are fome fcattering rocks, 
which are covered at full tide, although the fea is then feen 
to break over them.^" Tortoife Ifland and the river lie fouth- 
fouth-eaft and north-north-weft. As you enter, there are two 
medium-fized iflands forming the entrance, one on one fide, 
the other on the other ; *~ and fome three hundred paces fcu"- 
ther in are two rocks, where there is no wood, but fome little 
grafs. We anchored three hundred paces from the entrance 

in 

Champlain's Description op the ACCOMPANTiNe Map. 

QunOBBQUT. 

Tikg/Sgnrtt htdkn U /aik^mu ^ wmter, 

A. The courfe of the river. B, Two iflands at the entrance of the river. C 
Two very dangerous rocks in the river. D, Iflets and rocks along the coaft. 
E. Shoals where at full tide veffels of fixty tons' burden may run aground. F. 
Place where the favages encamp when they come to fifh. G* Sandy fhoals along 
the coafl. H. Pond of frefh water. /. Brook where fhallops can enter at half 
tide. L, Iflands to the number of four juft within the mouth of the river. 



^^ I/U de la Tortus, commonly known fea. It may be feen at the diflance of 

as Se^in Ifland, high and rocky, with twenty miles. 

precipitous fhores. It is nearly equi- "^^ Ellingwood Rock, Seguin Ledges, 

diftant from Wood, Pond, and Salter's and White Ledge. 

Iflands at the mouth of the Kennebec, ^<^ Pond Ifland on the weft, and Stage 

and about one mile and three quarters Ifland on the eafl : the two rocks re- 

from each. The United States light ferred to in the fame fentence are now 

upon it is 1 80 feet above the level of the called the Sugar Loaves. 
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in five and fix fathoms of water. While in this place, we 
were overtaken by fogs, on account of which we refolved to 
enter, in order to fee the upper part of the river and the 
lavages who live there; and we fet out for this purpofe 
on the 5 th of the month. Having made fome leagues, our 
barque came near being loft on a rock whichijve grazed in pafT- 
ing.iio Further on, we met two canoes which had come to 
hunt birds, which for the moft part are moulting at this fea- 
fon, and cannot fly. We addreffed thefe favages by aid of 
our own, who went to them with his wife, who made them 
underftand the reafon of our coming. We made friends with 
them and with the favages of this river, who ferved us as 
guides. Proceeding farther, in order to fee their captain, 
named Manthoumermer, we pafTed, after we had gone feven 
or eight leagues, by fome iflands, ftraits, and brooks, which 

extend 

**° This was apparently in the upper weflem fide, turning Hockomock Point, 
part of Back River, wnere it is ex- threading the narrow pafiage of the 
ceedingly narrow. The minute and cir- Safanoa River through the upper Hell 
cumftantial defcription of the mouth Gate, entering the Sagadahoc, pafling 
of the Kennebec, and the pofitive ftate- the Chops, and finally through the Neck, 
ment in the text that they entered the into Merrymeeting Bay. The narrow- 
river fo defcribed, and the conform- nefs of the channel and the want of 
ity of the defcription to that laid down water at low tide in Back River would 
on our Coaft Survey Charts, as well feem at firft blulh to throw a doubt over 
as on Champlain's local map, all ren- the pofifibility of Champlain^s pafiing 
der it certain that they entered the through this tidal paflage. But it has 
mouth of the Kennebec proper ; and, at lealt feven feet of water at high tide, 
having entered, they muft have pafied His little barque, of fifteen tons, with- 
on a fiood-tide into and through Back out any cargo, would not draw more 
River, which in fome places is fo nar- than four feet at moil, and would pafs 
row that their little barque could hardly through without any diflficulty, incom- 
fail to be grazed in pafling. Having moded only by the narrownefs of the 
reached Hockomock Bay, they pafled channel to which Champlain refers, 
down through the lower Hell Gate, With the fame barque, they pafled over 
rounded the fouthem point of Weft the bar at Naufet, or Mallebarre, where 
Port or Jerremifquam Ifland, failing Champlain diftinflly fays there were 
up its eaftem fliore until they reached only lour feet of water. — Vide poJUa^ 
the harbor of Wifcaffet; then down the p. 8l. 

8 
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extend along the river, where we faw fome fine meadows. 
After we had coafted along an ifland "^ fome four leagues in 
length, they conducted us to where their chief was ^^ with 
twenty-five or thirty favages, who, as foon as we had anchored, 
came to us in a canoe, feparated a fhort diflance from ten 
others, in which were thofe who accompanied him. Coming 
near our barque, he made an harangue, in which he expreffed 
the pleafure it gave him to fee us, and faid that he defired to 
form an alliance with us and to make peace with his enemies 
through our mediation. He faid that, on the next day, he 
would fend to two other captains of favages, who were in the 
interior, one called Marchin, and the other Safmou, chief 
of the river Quinibequy. Sieur de Monts gave them fome 
cakes and peas, with which they were greatly pleafed. The 
next day they guided us down the river another way than 
that by which we had come, in order to go to a lake ; and, 
pafling by fome iflands, they left, each one of them, an arrow 
near a cape "^ where all the favages pafs, and they believe 
that if they fhould not do this fome misfortune would befall 
them, according to the perfuafions of the devil. They live 
in fuch fuperftitions, and practife many others of the fame 
fort. Beyond this cape we paffed a very narrow waterfall, 
but only with great difficulty ; for, although we had a favor- 
able and frefh wind, and trimmed our fails to receive it as 
well as poffible, in order to fee whether we could not pafs it 
in that way, we were obliged to attach a hawfer to fome trees 

on 

"^ Weft Port, or Jerremifquam Ifland. another way than that by which they 

^" This was Wifcaffet Harbor, as had come, 

farther on it will be feen that from this ^" Hockomock Point, a rocky pre- 

point they ftarted down the river, taking cipitous bluff. 
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on fhore and all pull on it. In this way, by means of our 
arms together with the help of the wind, which was favorable 
to us, we fucceeded in paffing it. The favages accompany- 
ing us carried their canoes by land, being unable to row 
them. After going over this fall, we faw fome fine meadows. 
I was greatly furprifed by this fall, fince as we defcended 
with the tide we found it in our favor, but contrary to us 
when we came to the fall. But, after we had paffed it, it de- 
fcended as before, which gave us great fatisfacflion.^^* Pur- 
fuing our route, we came to the lake,"*^ which is from three 

to 

"* The movement of the waters be drained off. At half ebb, on a fpring 
about this "narrow waterfall" has been tide, a Wall of water from fix inches to 
a puzzle from the days of Champlain to a foot flretches acrofs the ilream, and 
the prefent time. The phenomena have the roar of the flood boiling over the 
not changed. Having confulted the rocks at the Gate can be heard two miles 
United States Coaft Pilot and likewife below. The tide continues to flow up 
feveral perfons who have navi&;ated thefe the Safanoa from the Sheepfcot not only 
waters and have a perfonal knowledge on the flood, but for fome time on the 
of the "fall," the following is, we think, ebb, as the waters in the upper part of 
a fatisfactory explanation. The ftream the Sheepfcot and its bays, in returning, 
in which the fall occurs is called the naturally force themfelves up this pal- 
Safanoa, and is a tidal current flow- (age until they are fufliciently drained 
ing from the Kennebec, oppofite the off to turn the current in the Safanoa in 
city of Bath, to the Sheepfcot. It was the other dire6lion. Champlain, failing 
up this tidal paflage that Champlain was from the Sheepfcot up the Safanoa, ar- 
faillng from the waters of the Sheepfcot rived at the Gate probably juft as the 
to the Kennebec, and the "narrow tide was beginning to turn, and when 
waterfidl" was what is now called the there was comparatively only a flight 
upper Hell Gate, which is only fifty fall, but yet enough to make it neceflary 
yards wide, hemmed in by walls of rock to force their little barque up through 
on both fides. Above it the Safanoa the Gate by means of hawfers as de- 
expands into a broad bay. When the fcribed in the text. After getting a 
tide firom the Kennebec nas filled this fliort diftance from the narrows, he 
bay, the water ruflies through this nar- would be on the water ebbing back into 
row gate with a velocity fometimes of the Kennebec, and would be ftill moving 
thirteen miles an hour. There is prop- with the tide, as he had been until he 
erly no fall in the bed of the flream, but reached the fall. 

the appearance of a fall is occafioned ^* Merrymeeting Bay, fo called from 

by the pent-up waters of the bay above the meeting in this bay of the two rivers 

rufhing through this narrow outlet, hav- mentioned m the text a little below, viz., 

ing accumulated £after than they could the Kennebec and the Androfcoggin. 
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to four leagues in length. Here are fome iflands, and two 
rivers enter it, the Quinibequy coming from the north 
north-eaft, and the other from the north-weft, whence were 
to come Marchin and Safmou. Having awaited them all 
this day, and as they did not come, we refolved to improve 
our time. We weighed anchor accordingly, and there ac- 
companied us two favages from this lake to ferve as guides. 
The fame day we anchored at the mouth of the river, where 
we caught a large number of excellent filh of various forts. 
Meanwhile, our favages went hunting, but did not return. 
The route by which we defcended this river is much fafer 
and better than that by which we had gone. Tortoife Ifland 
before the mouth of this river is in latitude^" 44 "^ ; and 19** 
1 2' of the deflection of the magnetic needle. They go by 
this river acrofs the country to Quebec fome fifty leagues, 
making only one portage of two leagues. After the por- 
tage, you enter another little ftream which flows into the 
great river St. Lawrence."^ This river Quinibequy is very 
dangerous for veffels half a league from its mouth, on account 
of the fmall amount of water, great tides, rocks and fhoals out- 
fide as well as within. But it has a good channel, if it were 
well marked out. The land, fo far as I have feen it along 
the fhores of the river, is very poor, for there are only rocks 
on all fides. There are a great many fmall oaks, and very 
little arable land. Fifh abound here, as in the other rivers 
which I have mentioned. The people live like thofe in the 

neighborhood 

u* The latitude of Seguin, here called proach very near to the Chaudi^, 

Tortoife Ifland. is 43^ 42^ 25'^ which flows into the St. Lawrence near 

**' The head-waters of the Kennebec, Quebec. 
M well as thofe of the Penobfcot, ap- 
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neighborhood of our fettlement ; and they told us that the 
favages, who plant the Indian corn, dwelt very far in the in- 
terior, and that they had given up planting it on the coafts 
on account of the war they had with others, who came and 
took it away. This is what I have been able to learn about 
this region, which I think is no better than the others. 

On the 8th of the month, we fet out from the mouth of 
this river, not being able to do fo fooner on account of 
the fogs. We made that day fome four leagues, and paffed 
a bay,*" where there are a great many iflands. From here 
large mountains ^^ are feen to the weft, in which is the dwell- 
ing-place of a favage captain called Aneda, who encamps 
near the river Quinibequy. I was fatisfied from this name 
that it was one of his tribe that had difcovered the plant 
called Aneda,^ which Jacques Cartier faid was so powerful 
againft the malady called fcurvy, of which we have already 
Qx)ken, which haraffed his company as well as our own, 
when they wintered in Canada. The favages have no knowl- 
edge at all of this plant, and are not aware of its exiftence, 

although 

**• Cafco Bay, which ftretches from delineated by this map. They will alfo 

Ome Small Point to Cape Elizabeth, be found on the Mappe- Monde of about 

It has within it a hundred and thirty- the middle of the iixteenth century, and 

fix lilands. They anchored and paffed on Sebaflian Cabot's map, 1544, both 

the night fomewhere within the limits included in the *' Monuments de la G^- 

of this bay, but did not attempt its ex- ographie " of Jomard, and they are alfo 

plonition. indicated on numerous other early 

^^ Thefe were the White Mountains maps. 

in New Hampihire, towering above the ^^ This conjedlure is not fuflained by 

lea ^22C feet. They are about iixty any evidence beyond the iimilarity of 

miles diftant from Cafco Bay, and were the names. There are numerous idle 

obierved by all the early voyagers as opinions as to the kind of plant which 



^ey £uled along the coaft of Maine, was fo efficacious a remedy for the 

red to on Ribero*s Map fcurvy, 
of 1529 by the Spanifh word mdtahas^ founaation. There does not appear to 



They are referred to on Ribero's Map fcurvy, but they are utterly without 



and were evidently feen by Eftevan be any means of determining what the 
Gooies in 1525, wnofe difcoveries are healing plant was. 
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although the above-mentioned favage has the lame name. 
The following day we made eight leagues "^ As we paffed 
along the coaft, we perceived two columns of fmoke which 
fome favages made to attradl our attention. We went and 
anchored in the dire6lion of them behind a fmall ifland near 
the main land,^^ where we faw more than eighty favages 
running along the fhore to fee us, dancing and giving ex- 
preffion to their joy. Sieur de Monts fent two men together 
with our favage to vifit them. After they had fpoken fome 
time with them, and affured them of our friendfhip, we left 
with them one of our number, and they delivered to us one 
of their companions as a hoftage. Meanwhile, Sieur de 
Monts vifited an ifland, which is very beautiful in view of 
what it produces ; for it has fine oaks and nut-trees, the foil 
cleared up, and many vineyards bearing beautiful grapes in 
their feafon, which were the firft we had feen on all thefe 
coafts from the Cap de la H^ve. We named it Ifle de 
Bacchus.^^ It being full tide, we weighed anchor and en- 
tered 

1*1 The four leagues of the previous this was Richmond Ifland. Lefcarbot 

day added to the eight of this bring defcribes it as a great ifland, about 

them from the Kennebec to Saco Bay. half a league in compals, at the en- 

1^ The fmall ifland " proche de la trance of Uie bay of tne feid place of 

grande terre '' was Stratton Ifland : they Choiiacoet It is about a mile long, and 

anchored on the northern flde and nearly eight hundred yards in its greateft 

eaft of Bluff Ifland, which is a quarter width. — Coaft Pilot It received its 

of a mile diflant The Indians came prefent name at a very early period, 

down to welcome them from the prom- It was granted under the title of "a 

ontory long known as Black Point, now fmall ifland, called Richmond," by the 

called Front's Neck. Compare Cham- Council for New England to Walter 

plain's local map and the United States Bagnall, Dec. 2, 163 1. — Vide Calendar 

Coaft Survey Charts. of Eng. State Papers ^ Col. i574-i6i5o, 

i** Champlain's narrative, together p. 137. Concerning the death of Bag- 

with his flcetch or drawing, illuftrating nail on this ifland a fliort time before 

the mouth of the Saco and its environs, the above grant was made, vide Win- 

compared with the United States Coaft throp'sHift, New Eng,^ ed. 1853, Vol. I. 

Survey Charts, renders it certain that pp. 75, 118. 
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tered a little river, which we could not fooner do ; for there is 
a bar, there being at low tide only half a fathom of \\-ater, at 
full tide a fathom and a half, and at the higheft water t\vo 
fathoms. On the other fide of the bar there are three, four, 
live, and fix fathoms. When we had anchored, a large num- 
ber of lavages came to the bank of the river, and began to 
dance. Their captain at the time, whom they called Hone- 
mechin,*** was not with them. He arrived about two or 
three hours later with two canoes, when he came fweeping 
entirely round our barque. Our favage could underftand only 
a few words, as the language of the Almouchiquois ^ (for 
that is the name of this nation) difiFers entirely from that of 
the Souriquois and Etechemins. Thefe people gave figns of 
being greatly pleafed. Their chief had a good figure, was 
young and agile. We fent fome articles of merchandife on 
Ihore to barter with them ; but they had nothing but their 
robes to give in exchange, for they preferve only fuch furs 
as they need for their garments. Sieur de Monts ordered 
fome provifions to be given to their chief, with which he w^s 
greatly plealed, and came feveral times to the fide of our 
boat to fee us. Thefe favages (have off the hair far up on 
the head, and wear what remains very long, which they comb 
and twill behind in various ways very neatly, intertwined 
with feathers which they attach to the head. They paint 
their faces black and red, like the other favages which we 
have feen. They are an agile people, with well-formed bod- 
ies. 

"* Lefcarbot calls him Olmechin. — laid to have been born among the Al- 

Hijbnre de la Nouvelle France^ par M. mouchiquois, would be able to interpret 

Lefcarbot, Paris, 1612, p. 558. their language, but in this they appear 

"• They had hoped that the wife of to have been difappointed.— KiV/f an- 

Panonnias, their Indian guide, who was tea^ p. 55. 
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ies. Their weapons are pikes, clubs, bows and arrows, at 
the end of which fome attach the tail of a fifh called the 
fignoc, others bones, while the arrows of others are entirely 
of wood. They till and cultivate the foil, fomething which 
we have not hitherto obferved. In the place of ploughs, they 
ufe an inftrument of very hard wood, fhaped like a fpade. 
This river is called by the inhabitants of the country Choii- 
acoet.^ 

The next day Sieur de Monts and I landed to obferve 
their tillage on the bank of the river. We faw their Indian 
corn, which they raife in gardens. Planting three or four 
kernels in one place, they then heap up about it a quantity 
of earth with fhells of the fignoc before mentioned. Then 
three feet diftant they plant as much more, and thus in fuc- 
ceffion. With this corn they put in each hill three or four 
Brazilian beans,"^ which are of different colors. When they 
grow up, they interlace with the corn, which reaches to the 
height of from five to fix feet ; and they keep the ground 
very free from weeds. We faw there many fquafhes,"* 

and 

*•• From the Indian word, M'-foo-ah- joined to an utter indifference to a mat- 
koo-et or. as the French pronounced ter which Teemed to them of trifling im- 
it, Ckoiiacaet^ which had been the name portance. 



applied by the aborigines to this locality "» Febu€s du BrifiL This is the 

we know not how long, is derived the well-known trailing or bufh-bean of 

name Saco, now given to the river and New England, Fhafeolus vulgaris^ 

city in the fame vicinity. The orthog- called the " Brazilian bean " becaufe it 



raphy given to the original word is va- refembled a bean known in France at 

rious, as Sawocotuck, Sowocatuck. Sa- that time imder that name. It is fome- 

wakquatook, Sockhigones, and Choii- times called the kidney-bean. .It is in- 

acoft. The variations in this, as in dieenous to America, 

other Indian words, may have arifen »«• CitrauilUs^ the common fummer 

from a mifapprehenlion of the found fqualh, Cncurbita polymmrpha^ as may 

given by the aborigines, or from igno- be feen by reference to Champlain's 

nuice, on the part of writers, of the map of 1612, where its for^n is deline- 

proper method of reprefenting founds, atcd over the infcriptioD, la forme des 

JUromUs, 




■ j^ .9..^ . 
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and pumpkins,^ and tobacco, which they likewife culti- 
vate.^ 

The 



Champlain's Explanation op the accobcpanying Map. 

Chouacoit R. 
Tht figurt* indictU* ftUhomt o/ waUr, 

A. The river. B. Place where they have their fortrefe. C, Cabins in the 
open fields, near which they cultivate the land and plant Indian com. D. Exten- 
five traft of land which is fandy, but covered with grafs. E. Another place where 
they have their dwellings all together after they have planted their corn. /*. 
Marflies with good pallurage. G. Spring of freih water. H, A large point of 
land all cleared up except fome fruit trees and wild vines. /. Little ifland at the 
entrance of the river. L, Another iflet M, Two iflands under (helter of which 
veflels can anchor with good bottom. N, A point of land cleared up where 
Marchin came to us. O, Four iflands. P, Little brook dry at low tide. q. 
Shoals along the coafl. R, Roadfled where veflels can anchor while waiting for 
the tide. 

Notes. Of the two iflands in the northern part of the bay, the lander, marked 
ilf, is Stratton Ifland, nearly half a mile long, and a mile and a half ^om Front's 
Neck, which lies north of it. A quarter of a mile from Stratton is Bluff Ifland, 
a fmall ifland north-weft of it. Of the four iflands at the fouthern end of the bay, 
the moft eaftem is Wood Ifland, on which the United States maintain a light. 
The next on the weft, two hundred and fifty yards diflant, is Negro Ifland. The 
third ftiU further weft is Stage Ifland. The fourth, quarter of a mile weft of the 
laft named, is Bafket Ifland. The neck or peninfula, fouth-weft of the iflands, is 
now called the Pool, much reforted to as a watering-place in the fummer. The 
ifland near the mouth of the river is Ram Ifland, and that diredlly north of it is 
Eagle Ifland. From the mouth of the River to Prout's Neck, marked iV, is one of 
the fineft beaches in New England, extending about flx nautical miles. Its fouth- 
ern extremity is known as Ferry, the northern Scarborough, and midway between 
them is Old Orchard Beach, the latter a popular refort in the fummer months of 
perfons from diibmt parts of the United States and Canada. 



fitrauUs, It is indigenous to America, fqua/h^ their Vine aples, which the 

Our word fquafli is oerived from the In- Englipi from them call Squajhes^ about 

dian a/kuiajquajh or i/quouier/qua/h, the bigneffe of Apples, of feverall col- 

" In fummer, when their corne is fpent, ours, a fweet, light, wholefome refrefh- 

Ifquouterfquafhes is their beft bread, ing." — Roger Williams, Key, 1643, 

a fruit like the youne Pumpion." — Narr^anfett Club ed., p. 125. 

Wood'*s New England Pro/pedy 1634, i» Courses, the pumpkin, Cucurbita 

Prince Society ed., p. 76. ^^ AJkuta- maxima^ mdigenous to America. As 

9 the 
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The Indian com which we law was at that time about two 
feet high, fome of it as high as three. The beans were 

beginning to flower, as alfo the pumpkins and fquaihes. 
They plant their com in May, and gather it in September. 

We 

the pumpkin and likewife the fquafh put it in our mouthes, it feemed almoft 

were vegetables hitherto unknown to as hot as Pepper." — yacques Cartier^ 

Champlain, there was no French word 2 Voyage^ 1535 ; Hakluyt^ London, ed. 

by which he could accurately identify 1810, Vol. III. p. 276. 

tnem. The names given to tnem were We may here remark that the efcu- 

fuch as he thought would defcribe lents found in cultivation at Saco, beans, 

them to his countrymen more nearly fquafhes, pumpkins, and corn, as well as 

than any others. Had he been a bota- the tobacco, are all American tropical or 

nillf he would probably have given them fubtropical plants, and mull have been 

new names. tranfmitted from tribe to tribe, from 

wo Petum, Tobacco, Nicotiana ruf- more fouthern climates. The Indian 

tica^ fometimes called wild tobacco. It traditions would feem to indicate this, 

was a fmaller and more hardy fpecies "They have a tradition," fays Roger 

than the Nicotiana tabdcum, now culti- Williams, 'Uhat the Crow brought them 

vated in warmer climates, but had the at flril an Indian Graine of Come in one 

fame qualities though inferior in flren^h Eare, and an Indian or French Beane 

and aroma. It was found in cultivation in another, from the Great God Kau- 

by the Indians all along our coafl and tantouwifs field in the Southwell from 

in Canada. Cartier obferved it growing whence they hold came all their Come 

in Canada in 1535. Of it he fays: and Beanes." — Key to the Language 

"There groweth alio a certain kind of of America^ London, 1643, Narraganfett 

her!)e, whereof in Sommer they make a Club ed., p. 144. 

great prouifion for all the yeere, making Seventy years before Champlain, 
great account of it, and onely men vie Jacques Cartier had found nearly the 
of it, and firft they caufe it to be dried fame vegetables cultivated by the In- 
in the Sunne, then weare it about their dians in tKe valley of the St. Lawrence, 
ncckes wrapped in a little beads Ikinne He fays: "They digge their grounds 
made like a little bagge, with a hollow with certaine peeces of wood, as bigge 
pecce of (lone or wood like a pipe ; as halfe a fword, on which ground grow- 
then when they pleafe they make pou- eth their come, which they call Offici ; 
der of it, and then put it in one of the it is as bigge as our fmaU peafon. . . . 
ends of the faid Comet or pipe, and lay- They haue alfo great llore of Mulke- 
ing a cole of fire vpon it, at the other milions, Pompions, Gourds, Cucumbers, 
cnde fucke fo long, that they fill their Peafon, and Beanes of euery colour, 
lK>dic» full of fmoke, till that it commeth yet differing fix)m ours." — Hakiuyt, VoL 
out of their mouth and nollrils, euen as III. p. 276. For a full hillory of thefe 
out of the Tonnell of a chimney. They plants, the reader is referred to the 
l;\y that this doth keepe them warme Hillory of Plants, a learned and elabo- 
arid in hcilth : they neuer gt>e without rate work now in prefs, by Charies 
fomo of it about them. We ourfelues Pickering, M.D, of Bollon. 
haue tr)'ed the fame fmoke, and hauing 
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We faw alfo a great many nuts, which are fmall and have 
feveral divifions. There were as yet none on the trees, but 
we found plenty under them, from the preceding year. We 
faw alfo many grape-vines, on which there was a remarkably 
fine berry, from which we made fome very good verjuice. 
We had heretofore feen grapes only on the Ifland of Bacchus, 
dillant nearly two leagues from this river. Their permanent 
abode, the tillage, and the fine trees led us to conclude that 
the air here is milder and better than that where we paffed 
the winter, and at the other places we vifited on the coaft. 
But I cannot believe that there is not here a confiderable 
degree of cold, although it is in latitude 43"* 45'.^^ The for- 
efts in the interior are very thin, although abounding in oaks, 
beeches, afhes, and elms ; in wet places there are many wil- 
lows. The favages dwell permanently in this place, and have 
a large cabin furrounded by palifades made of rather large 
trees placed by the fide of each other, in which they take 
refuge when their enemies make war upon them.^^ They 
cover their cabins with oak bark. This place is very pleaf- 
ant, and as agreeable as any to be feen. The river is very 
abundant in fifh, and is bordered by meadows. At the 
mouth there is a fmall ifland adapted for the conftru(5lion of 
a good fortrefs, where one could be in fecurity. 

On Sunday,^ the 12th of the month, we fet out from the 

river 

^ The latitude of Wood Ifland at the mouth of the river, which Champlain 

the mouth of the Saco, where they were fpeaks of as a fuitable location for a for- 

at anchor, is 43^ 27' 23'^ trefs, is Ram Ifland, and is low and 

^'^ Thefiteofthis Indian fortification rocky, and about a hundred and fifty 

was a rocky bluff on the weftem flde of yards in length. 

the river, now owned by Mr. John ^^ For Sunday read Tuefday. — Vide 

Ward, where firom time to time Indian Shurtkff'*s Calendar, 
relics have been found. The ifland at 
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river Chouacoet After coaftmg along fome fix or feven 
leagues^ a contrary wind arofe, which obliged us to anchor 
and go alhore,^ where we (aw two meadows, each a league 
in length and half a league in breadth. We faw there two 
ravages, whom at firft we took to be the great binds called 
buflards, to be found in this country ; who, as foon as they 
caught fight of us, took flight into the woods, and were not 
fcen again. From Chouacoet to this place, where we faw 
fome little birds, which fing like blackbirds, and are black 
excepting the ends of the wings, which are orange-colored,^ 
there is a large number of grape-vines and nut-trees. This 
coaft is fandy, for the mod part, all the way from Quinibe- 
quy. This day we returned two or three leagues towards 
Choiiacoet, as far as a cape which we called Ifland Harbor,** 
favorable for veffels of a hundred tons, about which are three 
iflands. Heading north-eaft a quarter north, one can enter 
another harbor**' near this place, to which there is no ap- 
proach, although there are iflands, except the one where you 
enter. At the entrance there are fome dangerous reefs. 
There are in thefe iflands fo many red currants that one 
fees for the moft part nothing elfe,*^ and an infinite number 

of 

>•* Thin landing was probably near ^•^ This harbor is Goofe Fair Bay, 

WelU Neck, and the meadows which from one to two miles north-eaft of Cape 

Ihcv Trtw were the fait mar(hes of Wells. Porpoife, in the middle of which are 

*•• rhe Keti-winff lUackbird, A^t- two large ledges, " the dangerous rccfe '* 

/•riojf ^«rifi« yMjr« of lullrous black, with to whicn Champlain refers, 

the l>end of the wing reii. They are »» This was the common red currant 

M\ abumiant in the lame locality, and of the gardens, /^i^s rwMwm^ which is 



W AjHiniitvw. ixS58. Tart XL £.526. which gives forth a ^rerVdilafreeable 

.. !I ^^/^^ .ti^.r/A^x. This nUnd odor. Joffelyn refers to tibe^cunaiit 
UaHhv U Iht ^welent Cape IVjrpoife both in his Voraces and in his Rarities. 
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of pigeons,^ of which we took a great quantity. This Ifland 
Harbor ^^ is in latitude 43** 25'. 

On the 1 5th of the month we made twelve leagues. Goad- 
ing along, we perceived a fmoke on the fhore, which we 
approached as near as poflible, but faw no favage, which led 
us to believe that they had fled. The fun fet, and we could 
find no harbor for that night, fince the coaft was flat and 
fandy. Keeping ofiF, and heading fouth, in order to find an 
anchorage, after proceeding about two leagues, we obferved 
a cape ^^ on the main land fouth a quarter fouth^aft of us, 
fome fix leagues diftant. Two leagues to the eaft we faw 
three or four rather high iflands,**^ and on the weft a large bay. 
The coaft of this bay, reaching as far as the cape, extends 
inland from where we were perhaps four leagues. It has a 
breadth of two leagues from north to fouth, and three at its 
entrance.^*^ Not obferving any place favorable for putting 

in, 

Tackerman found it growing wild in the nominated them on his map of New 

White Mountains. England Smith's Ifles. They began 

^■* The paflenger pigeon, Edopijies at a very early date to be called the 

migrcUoriuSy formerly numerous in Ifles of Shoals. "Smith's Ifles are a 

New England. Commonly known as heape together, none neere them, againfl 

the wild pieeon. Wood fays they fiy Accominticus." — Smith's Defcrtption 

in flocks ofmillions of millions. — New of New England, Rouge's map, 1778, 

England Profpe£ly 1634, Prince Society has Ifles of Shoals, ou des Ecoles, For 

ed^ p* 31- a full defcription and hiflorv of thefe 

^^ Champlain's latitude is lefs in- iflands, the reader is referred to *' The 

accurate than ufual. It is not poflible Ifles of Shoals," by John S. Jennefs, 

to determine the exadl point at which New York, 1875. 

he took it But the latitude of Cape ^^ Champlain has not been felicitous 

Porpoife, according to the Coafl Survey in his defcription of this bay. He prob- 

Charts, is 43^ 21' 43'^ ably means to fay that from the point 

*** Cape Anne. where he then was, off Little Boar's 

^^ The point at which Champlain firfl Head, to the point where it extends 

law Cape Anne, and the ** ifles affez farthefl into the land, or to the wefl, it 

hautes,'^ the Ifles of Shoals, was eafl of appeared to be about twelve miles, and 

Little Boar's Head, and three miles from that the depth of the bay appeared to 

the fhore. Nine years afterward, Captain be fix miles, and eight at the point of 

John Smith vifited thefe iflands, and de- greatefl depth. As he did not explore 

the 
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in/** we refolved to go to the cape above mentioned with 
fhort fail, which occupied a portion of the night Approach- 
ing to where there were fixteen fathoms of water, we anchored 
until daybreak. 

On the next day we went to the above-mentioned cape, 
where there are three iflands^** near the main land, full of 
wood of different kinds, as at Choiiacoet and all along the 
coaft ; and ftill another flat one, where there are breakers, 
and which extends a little farther out to fea than the others, 
on which there is no wood at all. We named this place 
Ifland Cape,^** near which we faw a canoe containing five or 
fix favages, who came out near our barque, and then- went 
back and danced on the beach. Sieur de Monts fent me on 

fhore 

the bay, it is obvious that he intended land-locked by numerous iflands, had 

to fpeak of it only as meafured by the been paffed unobferved. A fail of 

eye. No name has been afiigned to this eighteen nautical miles brought them to 

expanfe of water on our maps. It their anchorage at the extreme point of 

wadhes the coafl of Hampton, Salifbury, Cape Anne. 

Newburyport, Ipfwich, and Annifquam. ^^ Straitfmouth, Thatcher, and Milk 
It might well be called Merrimac Bay, Ifland. Thev were named by Captain 
after the name of the important river John Smith tne " Three Turks' Heads," 
that empties its waters into it, midway in memory of the three Turks' heads 
between its northern and fouthem ex- cut off by him at the liege of Caniza, 
tremities. by which he acquired from Sigifmundus, 
^** It is to be obferved that, ftarting prince of Transylvania, their effigies in 
from Cape Porpoife Harbor on the morn- his fhield for his arms. — The true Trav- 
ing of the 15th of July, they failed twelve els, Adventures, and Obfervations of 
leagues before the fail of the night com- Captaine John Smith, London, 1629. 
menced. This would brine them, allow- '*• What Champlain here calls " le 
in^ for the fmuofities of the fhore, to a Cap aux Ifles," Ifland Cape, is Cape 
pomt between Little Boar's Head and Anne, called Cape Tragabigzanda by 
the Ifles of Shoals. In this diflance. Captain John Smith, the name of his 
they had pafTed the fandy fhores of miftrefs, to whom he was given when 
Wells Beach and York Beacn in Maine, a prifoner among the Turks. The name 
and Fofs's Beach and Rye Beach in New was changed by Prince Charles, after- 
Ham pfhire, and flill faw the white fands ward Charles I., to Cape Anne, in honor 
of Hampton and Salifbury Beaches of his mother, who was Anne of Den- 
ftretching far into the bay on their right mark. — Vide Ddcription of New Eng- 
The excellent harbor of Portfmouth, Ziz^i/byCapt John Smith, London, 1616. 
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fliore to obferve them, and to give each one of them a knife 
and fome bifcuit, which caufed them to dance again better 
than before. This over, I made them underftand, as well as 
I could, that I defired them to fhow me the courfe of the 
fhore. After I had drawn with a crayon the bay,"^ and the 
Ifland Cape, where we were, with the fame crayon they drew 
the outline of another bay,^^ which they reprefented as very 
large ; here they placed fix pebbles at equal diftances apart, 
giving me to underfland by this that thefe figns reprefented 
as many chiefs and tribes.**® Then they drew within the firfl 
mentioned bay a river which we had paffed, which has fhoals 
and is very long.*'^ We found in this place a great many 
vines, the green grapes on which were a little larger than 
peas, alfo many nut-trees, the nuts on which were no larger 
than muflcet-balls. The favages told us that all thofe inhab- 
iting this country cultivated the land and fowed feeds like 
the others, whom we had before feen. The latitude of this 
place is 43° and fome minutes.*^* Sailing half a league far- 
ther, 

'^ This was the bay weft of a line firmed." Here we have the fix tribes, 
drawn from Little Boar's Head to Cape reprefented by the pebbles, recorded 
Anne, which may well be called Merri- feventy years later as a tradition handed 



mac Bay. down by the old men of the tribe. 

**• Maifachufetts Bay. Champlain remarks further on, " I ob- 

*^ It Is interefting to obferve the fervecf in the bay all that the favages 



agreement of the fign- writing of this had defcribed to me at I Hand Cape." 

'ivage on the point of Cape Ai 

the llatement of the hiftorian Gookin, (hoals at the mouth, which they had 



lavage on the point of Cape Anne with i** This was the Merrimac with its 



who in 1656 was fuperintendent of In- palTed without obferving, having failed 

dian affiurs in Maifachufetts, and who from the offing near LitUe Boar's Hea^ 

wrote in 1674. He fays : " Their chief diredlly to the head of Cape Anne, dur- 

(achem held dominion over many other ing the darknefs of the previous night, 

petty governours ; as thofe of Weecha- ^*^ The latitude of the Straitfmouth 

gailcas, Neponfitt, Punkapaog, Nonan- Ifland Light on the extreme point of 

tarn, Nafhaway, and fome of the Nip- Cape Anne is 42° 39^ 43". A little eaft 

muck people, as far as Pokomtacuke, of it, where they probably anchored, 

as the old men of Mafiachufetts af- there are now fizteen fathoms of water. 
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ther, we obferved feveral favages on a rocky point,^ who ran 
along the fliore, dancing as they went, to their companions to 
inform them of our coming. After pointing out to us the 
diredlion of their abode, they made a fignal with fmoke to 
fhow us the place of their fettlement We anchored near a 
little ifland,^® and fent our canoe with knives and cakes for 
the favages. From the large number of thofe we faw, we 
concluded that thefe places were better inhabited than the 
others we had feen. 

After a ftay of fome two hours for the fake of obferving 
thefe people, whofe canoes are made of birch bark, like thofe 
of the Canadians, Souriquois, and Etechemins, we weighed 
anchor and fet fail with a promife of fine weather. Continu- 
ing our courfe to the weft-fouth-weft, we faw numerous 
iflands on one fide and the other. Having failed feven or 
eight leagues, we anchored near an ifland,^ whence we ob- 
ferved many fmokes along the fhore, and many favages run- 
ning up to fee us. Sieur de Monts fent two or three men 
in a canoe to them, to whom he gave fome knives and pater- 
nofters to prefent to them; with which they were greatly 
pleafed, and danced feveral times in acknowledgment We 
could not afcertain the name of their chief, as we did not 
know their language. All along the fhore there is a great 

deal 

*** Emmerfon's Point, forming the chorage. But as Champlain defcribes, 

eaftern extremity of Cape Anne, twenty at the end of this chapter, what muft 

or twenty-five feet high, fringed with a have been Charles River coming from 

wall of bare rocks on the fea. the country of the Iroquois or the weft, 

*" Thatcher's liland, near the point moft likely as feen from his anchorage, 

juft mentioned. It is nearly half a mile there can be little doubt that he an- 

long and three hundred and fifty yards chored in Bofton Harbor, near the 

wide, and about fifty feet high. weftern limit of Noddle's Ifland, now 

*^ It is not podible to determine with known as £aft Bofton. 
abfolute certainty the place of this an- 
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deal of land cleared up and planted with Indian com. The 
country is very pleafant and agreeable, and there is no lack 
of fine trees. The canoes of thofe who live there are made 
of a fingle piece, and are very liable to turn over if one is not 
fkilful in managing them. We had not before feen any of 
this kind- They are made in the following manner. After 
cutting down, at a coft of much labor and time, the largeft 
and tailed tree they can find, by means of ftone hatchets (for 
they have no others except fome few which they received 
from the favages on the coafts of La Cadie,^ who obtained 

them 

"• The fifhermen and fur-traders had ment, drawn, we may fuppofe, with more 
vifited thefe coafls from a very early than ufual care, has La Cadie, and re- 
period. — Vide antea^ note i8. From peats it four times without variation, 
them they obtained the axe, a mofl im- It is a name of Indian origin, as may 
portant implement in their rude mode be inferred by its appearing in compo- 
of life, and it was occafionally found in fition in fuch words as PafTamacadie, 
ufe amone tribes far in the interior. Subenacadie, and Tracadie, plainly de- 

La Cadie. Careleffnefs or indifference rived from the language fpoken by the 

in regard to the orthography of names Souriquois and Etechemins. Fifty-five 

was general in the time of Champlain. years before it was introduced into 

The volumes written in, the vain attempt De Monts's commifBon, it appeared writ- 

to fettle the proper method of fpelling ten Larcadia in Gaflaldo's map of 

the name of Shakefpeare, are the fruit " Terra Nova del Bacalaos," in the 

of this indifference. La Cadie did not Italian tranilation of Ptolemy's Geogra- 

efcape this treatment. Champlain writes phy, by Pietro Andrea Mattiolo, printed 

it Arcadie, Accadie, La Cadie, Acadie, at Venice in 1548. The colophon bears 

and L' Acadie; while Lefcarbot uni- date October, 1547. This rare work is 

formly, as fiu* as we have obferved, La in the polTeiBon of Henry C. Murphy, 

Cadie. We have alfo feen it written LL.D., to whom we are indebted for 

L' Arcadie and L' Accadie, and in fome, a very beautiful copy of the map. It 

if not in all the preceding forms, with appeared again in 1561 on the map of 

a Latin termination in ia. It is deemed Rufcelli, which was borrowed, as well 

important to fecure uniformity, and to as the whole map, from the above work, 

follow the French form in the tranfla- — Vide RufcelWs map in Dr, KohVs 

tion of a French work rather than the Documentary Hijlory of Maine^ Maine 

Latin. In this work, it is rendered La Hift. Soc, Portlancf, 1869, p. 233. On 

Cadie in all cafes except in quotations, this map, Larcadia (lands on the coafl of 

The hiflory of the name favors this form Maine, in the midft of the vail territory 

rather than any other. The commiilion included in De Monts's grant, between 

or charter given to De Monts by Henry the degrees of forty and forty-fix north 

IV. in 1603, a flate paper or legal docu- latitude. It will be obferved, if we 

take 
10 
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them in exchange for furs), they remove the bark, and round 
ofiE the tree except on one fide, where they apply fire gradu- 
ally along its entire length ; and fometimes they put red-hot 
pebble-ftones on top. When the fire is too fierce, they extin- 
guifli it with a little water, not entirely, but fo that the edge 
of the boat may not be burnt It being hollowed out as 
much as they wifh, they fcrape it all over with ftones, which 
they ufe inftead of knives. Thefe ftones refemble our mufket 
flints. 

On the next day, the 1 7th of the month, we weighed 
anchor to go to a cape we had feen the day before, which 
feemed to lie on our fouth fouth-weft. This day we were 
able to make only five leagues, and we pafled by fome 
iflands ^ covered with wood. I obferved in the bay all that 
the favages had defcribed to me at Ifland Cape. As we con- 
tinued our courfe, large numbers came to us in canoes from 
the iflands and main land. We anchored a league from a 
cape, which we named St. Louis,^*^ where we noticed finoke 

in 

take away the Latin termination, that word, and give us its original meaning, 

the pronunciation of this word as it firft The following definitions have been 

appeared in 1547, would not differ in offered: i. The land of dogs; 2. Our 

^i/»^from La Cadie. It feems, there- village; 3. The fifh called pollock; 4. 

fore, very clear that the name of the Place; 5. Abundance. We do not 

territory ftretching along the coaft of undertake to decide between the dif- 

Maine, we know not how far north or agreeing dolors. But it is obvious to 

fouth, as it was caught from the lips of remark that a rich field lies open ready 

the natives at fome time anterior 1547, for a noble harvefl for any young 

was befl reprefented by La Cadie, as fcholar who has a genius for philology, 

pronounced by the French. Whether and who is prepared to make a fife 

De Monts haa obtained the name of his work of the fludy and elucidation of 

American domain from thofe who had the original lang;uages of North Amer- 

recently vifited the coafl and had caught ica. The laurels in this field are flill 

its found from the natives, or whether to be gathered, 

he had taken it from this ancient map, **• The iflands in Bodon Bay. 

we mud remain uninformed. Several *" This attempt to land was m Marih- 

writers have ventured to interpret the field near the mouth of South River. 

Not 
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in feveral places. While in the a6l of going there, our barque 
grounded on a rock, where we were in great danger, for, if 
we had not fpeedily got it off, it would have overturned in 
the fea, fince the tide was falling all around, and there were 
five or fix fathoms of water. But God preferved us, and we 
anchored near the above-named cape, when there come to us 
fifteen or fixteen canoes of favages. In fome of them there 
were fifteen or fixteen, who began to manifeft great figns of 
joy, and made various harangues, which we could not in the 
leaft underftand. Sieur de Monts fent three or four men on 
fhore in our canoe, not only to get water, but to fee their 
chief, whofe name was Honabetha. The latter had a num- 
ber of knives and other trifles, which Sieur de Monts gave 
him, when he came alongfide to fee us, together with fome 
of his companions, who were prefent both along the fliore 
and in their canoes. We received the chief very cordially, 
and made him welcome ; who, after remaining fome time, 
went back. Thofe whom we had fent to them brought us 
fome little fquafhes as big as the fift, which we ate as a falad, 
like cucumbers, and which we found very good. They 
brought alfo fome purflane,^^ which grows in large quantities 
among the Indian com, and of which they make no more 
account than of weeds. We faw here a great many little 
houfes, fcattered over the fields where they plant their Indian 
com. 

There 

Not fucceeding, they (ailed forward a corn in New England, and is regarded 

lea^e, and anchored at Brant Point, with no more intereft now than in 1605. 

which they named the Cape of St. It is a tropical plant, and was intro- 

Louis. duced by the Indians probably by acci- 

^^ This purllane, Portulaca oleracea, dent with the feeds of tobacco or other 

ilill grows vigorouily among the Indian plants. 
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There is, moreover, in this bay a very broad river, which 
we named River du Guaft."® It ftretches, as it feemed to me, 
towards the Iroquois, a nation in open warfare with the 
Montagnais, who live on the great river St. Lawrence. 




CHAPTER VIII. 

Continuation op the Discoveries along the Coast op the Almou- 

chiquois, and what we observed in detail. 

HE next day we doubled Cap St. Louis,*^ fo 
named by Sieur de Monts, a land rather low, 
and in latitude 42** 45?" The fame day we 
failed two leagues along a fandy coaft, as we 
paffed along which we faw a great many cabins 
and gardens. The wind being contrary, we entered a little 

bay 

^^ Here at the end of the chapter have reprefented to him that it was 

Champlain feems to be reminded that fmall, winding in its courfe, and diat it 

he had omitted to mention the river of came from the fouth. We infer, there- 

which he had learned, and had probably fore, that he not only faw it himfelf, 

feen in the bay. This was Charles but probably from the deck of the little 

River. From tne wellem fide of Nod- French barque, as it was riding at 

die's Ifland, or Eaft Bofton, where they anchor in our harbor near Eaft Bofton, 

were probably at anchor, it appeared at where Charles River, augmented by the 

its confluence with the Myftic River to tide, flows into the harbor from the 

come from the weft, or tne country of weft, in a ftrong, broad, deep current, 

the Iroquois. By reference to Cham- They named it in honor of Pierre du 

E Iain's large map of 1612, this river will Guaft, Sieur de Monts, the commander 

e clearly identified as Charles River, in of this expedition. Champlain writes 

connedlion with Bofton Bay and its nu- the name ** du Gas ; " De Laet has 

merous iflands. On that map it is rep- " de Gua ; " while Charlevoix writes 

refented as a long river flowing from "du Guaft." This latter orthography 

the weft. This defcription of the river generally prevails, 

by Champlain was probably from per- *** It will be obferved that, after doub- 

fonal obfervation. Had he obtained his ling this cape, they failed two leagues, 

information from the Indians, they and then entered Plymouth Harbor, and 

would not have told him that it was confequently this cape muft have been 

broad or that it came from the weft, for what is now known as Brant Point 

fuch are not the fa^ls ; but they would ^^^ The latitude is 42^ 5^. 



Sieur de Champlain. 77 

bay to await a time favorable for proceeding. There came 
to us two or three canoes, which had juft been fifliing for 
cod and other fifli, which are found there in large numbers. 
Thefe they catch with hooks made of a piece of wood, to 
which they attach a bone in the fliape of a fpear, and fallen 
it very fecurely. The whole has a fang-fhape, and the line 
attached to it is made out of the bark of a tree. They gave 
me one of their hooks, which I took as a curiofity. In it the 
bone was faftened on by hemp, like that in France, as it 
feemed to me, and they told me that they gathered this plant 
without being obliged to cultivate it; and indicated that it 
grew to the height of four or five feet.^®^ This canoe went 
back on fliore to give notice to their fellow inhabitants, who 
caufed columns of fmoke to arife on our account We faw 
eighteen or twenty favages, who came to the fliore and began 
to dance. Our canoe landed in order to give them fome 
bagatelles, at which they were greatly pleafed. Some of 
them came to us and begged us to go to their river. We 
weighed anchor to do fo, but were unable to enter on account 
of the fmall amount of water, it being low tide, and were 
accordingly obliged to anchor at the mouth. I went afliore, 
where I faw many others, who received us very cordially. I 
made alfo an examination of the river, but faw only an arm 
of water extending a fliort diflance inland, where the land is 

only 

*•* This was plainly our Indian hemp, Academy^ Vol. I. p. 424. It is the 

AfcUpias incamata, "The fibres of Swamp Milkweed of G ray^ and grows in 

the bark are ftron^, and capable of bein^ wet grounds. One variety is common 

wrought into a fine foft thread ; but it in New England. The Pilgrims found 

is very difficult to feparate the bark from at Plvmouth ^' an excellent (Irong kind 

the ilalk. It is faid to have been ufed of Flaxe and Hempe." — Vide Mourfs 

by the Indians for bow-ftrings." — Vide Relation^ Dexter's ed, p. 62. 
Cutler in Memoirs of the American 
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two leagues from the above cape, and ten from the Ifland 
Cape. It IS in about the fame latitude as Cap St. Louis. 

On the 19th of the month, we fet out from this place. 
Coafting along in a foutherly diredlion, we failed four or five 
leagues, and paflfed near a rock on a level with the furface of 
the water. As we continued our courfe, we faw fome land 
which feemed to us to be iflands, but as we came nearer we 
found it to be the main land, lying to the north-north-weft of 
us, and that it was the cape of a large bay,^" containing more 
than eighteen or nineteen leagues in circuit, into which we 
had run fo far that we had to wear ofiE on the other tack in 
order to double the cape which we had feen. The latter we 
named Cap Blanc,*® fince it contained fands and downs 

which 

is plain that the "Port du Cap St. faw it burn *for a mile fpace.'" — De 

Louis " is Plymouth Harbor, where Cofta, A fkirmifli of fome ferioufnefs 

anchored the " Mayflower " a little more occurred with Smith's party. " After 

than fifteen years later than this, much kindneffe vpon a fmall occafion, 

freighted with the iirfl permanent Eng- wee fought alfo with fortie or fiftie of 

li(h colony eflablifhed in New England, thofe : though fome were hurt, and fome 

commonly known as the Pilgrims. The flaine, yet within an hour after they 

Indian name of the harbor, according became friends." — Smithes New Eng- 

to Captain John Smith, who vifited it land^ Boflon, ed. 1865, p. 45. 
in 1 614, was Accomack. He gave it, *•* Cape Cod Bay. 
by dire6lion of Prince Charles, the ^•^ They named it "le Cap Blanc," 

name of Plymouth. More recent in- the White Cape, from its white appear- 

veftigations point to this harbor as the ance, while Bartholomew Gofnold, three 

one vifited by Martin Pring in 1603. — years before, had named it Cape Cod 

Vide Paper by the Rev. Benj, F, De from the multitude of codfifh near its 

Cojia^ before the New England His. (hores. Captain John Smith called it 

Gen. Society^ Nov. 7, 1877, New Ene- Cape James. All the early navigators 

land His. and Gen. Regifler, Vol. who paffed along our Atlantic coalt feem 

XXXII. p. 79. to have feen the headland of Cape Cod. 

The interview of the French with It is well defined on Juan de la Cofa's 

the natives was brief, but courteous map of 1 500, although no name Is given 

and friendly on both fides. The Eng- to it. On Ribero's map of 1529 it is 

li(h vifits were interrupted by more or called C de arenas. On the map of 

lefs hoflility. " When Pring was about Nic. Vallard de Dieppe of 1543, it is 

ready to leave, the Indians became hof- called C de Croix* 
tile and fet the woods on fire, and he 
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which had a white appearance. A favorable wind was of 
great affiftance to us here, for otherwife we fliould have been 
in danger of being driven upon the coaft. This bay is very 
fafe, provided the land be not approached nearer than a good 
league, there being no iflands nor rocks except that juft 
mentioned, which is near a river that extends fome diftance 
inland, which we named St. Suzanne du Cap Blanc,*** whence 
acrofs to Cap St. Louis the diflance is ten leagues. Cap 
Blanc is a point of fand, which bends around towards the 
fouth fome fix leagues. This coaft is rather high, and con- 
fifts of fand, which is very confpicuous as one comes from 
the fea. At a diftance of fome fifteen or eighteen leagues 
from land, the depth of the water is thirty, forty, and fifty 
fathoms, but only ten on nearing the fliore, which is unob- 
ftru<5led. There is a large extent of open country along the 
fhore before reaching the woods, which are very attradlive 
and beautiful. We anchored ofiE the coaft, and faw fome 
favages, towards whom four of our company proceeded. 
Making their way upon a fand-bank, they obferved fomething 
like a bay, and cabins bordering it on all fides. When they 
were about a league and a half from us, there came to them 
a favage dancing all over, as they expreffed it. He had come 

down 

166 Wellfleet Harbor. It may be ob- league^. Now, as the diftance acrofs 

ferved that a little farther back Cham- to Brant Point^ or Cap St. Louis, from 

plain fays that, having failed along in a Wellfleet Harbor, is ten leagues, and as 

foutherly dire6tion four or five leagues, Cap Blanc or Cape Cod is north-north- 

they were at a place where there was a weft of it, it is pjain that Wellfleet Har- 

"rock on a level with the furface of the bor or Herring River, which flows into 

water," and that they faw lying north- it, was the river which they named St. 

north-weft of them Cap Blanc, that is, Suzanne du Cap Blanc, and that the 

Cape Cod ; he now fays that the "rock" "rock on a level with the water" was 

is near a river, which they named St. one of the feveral to be found near the 

Suzanne du Cap Blanc, and that from entrance of Wellfleet Bay. It may have 

it to Cap St. Louis the diftance is ten been the noted Bay Rock or Blue Rock. 
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down from the high fhore, but turned about fhortly after to 
inform his fellow inhabitants of our arrival. 

The next day, the 20th of the month, we went to the place 
which our men had feen, and which we found a very danger- 
ous harbor in confequence of the fhoals and banks, where we 
faw breakers in all dire6lions. It was almoft low tide when 
we entered, and there were only four feet of water in the 
northern pafTage ; at high tide, there are two fathoms. After 
we had entered, we found the place very fpacious, being per- 
haps three or four leagues in circuit, entirely furrounded by 
little houfes, around each one of which there was as much 
land as the occupant needed for his fupport. A fmall river 
enters here, which is very pretty, and in which at low tide 
there are fome three and a half feet of water. There are alfo 
two or three brooks bordered by meadows. It would be a 
very fine place, if the harbor were good. I took the altitude, 
and found the latitude 42°, and the defledlion of the magnetic 
needle 18** 40'. Many favages, men and women, vifited us, 
and ran up on all fides dancing. We named this place Port 
de Mallebarre.*^ 

The next day, the 2ifl; of the month, Sieur de Monts 
determined to go and fee their habitation. Nine or ten of 
us accompanied him with our arms; the reft remained to 
guard the barque. We went about a league along the coaft. 
Before reaching their cabins, we entered a field planted with 

Indian 

i« Port de MalUbarre^ Naufet Har- fouth, and this has apparently changed 



bor, in latitude 41° 48^. By comparing its interior channel, and the whole form 

.... {} of 

away witn tne lanas, ana leeDiy 
taken place fince 1605. The entrance to the extremity of Monomoy Point at 



Champlain's map of the harbor, it win of the bay. The name itfelf has drifted 
be feen that important changes have away with the fands, and feebly clings 



has receded a mile or more towards the the heel of the Cape. 

II 
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Indian com in the manner before defcribed. The corn was 
in flower, and five and a half feet high. There was fome lefs 
advanced, which they plant later. We faw many Brazilian 
beans, and many fquaflies of various fizes, very good for eat- 
ing ; fome tobacco, and roots which they cultivate, the latter 
having the tafle of an artichoke. The woods are filled with 
oaks, nut-trees, and beautiful C}T)refles,^^ which are of a red- 
difli color and have a very pleafant odor. There were alfo 
feveral fields entirely uncultivated, the land being allowed to 

remain 

Champlain's Explanation op the accompanying Map. 

Mallbbaxkb. 
Tkefigur** mdicaU /atkoms ^ water, 

A. The two entrances to the harbor. B, Sandy downs where the favages 
killed a iailor belonging to the barque of Sieur de Monts. C Places in the har- 
bor where the barque of Sieur de Monts was. D. Spring on the (hore of the har- 
bor. E. A river flowing into the harbor. /^ A brook. G, A fmall river where 
quantities of fifh are caught. H. Sandy downs with low (hrubs and many vines. 
/. liland at the point of the downs. Z. Houfes and dwelling-places of the fav- 
ages that till the land. M, Shoals and fand-banks at the entrance and infide of 
the harbor. O, Sandy downs. P, Sea-coaft. q. Barque of Sieur de Poutrin- 
court, when he viflted the place two years after Sieur de Monts. R. Landing of 
the party of Sieur de Poutrincourt. 

Notes. A comparifon of this map with the Coaft Survey Charts will (how 
very great changes in this harbor fince the days of Champlain. Not only has 
the mouth of the bay receded towards the fouth, but this receflion appears to 
have left entirely dry much of the area which was flooded in 1605. Under refer- 
ence q, on the above map, it is intimated that De Poutrincourt's vifit was two 
years after that of De Monts. It was more than one, and was the fecond year 
after, but not, flri6Uy fpeaking, <' two years after.*' 



iM Not ftri6lly a cyprefs, but rather a American origin ; and confequently it 
juniper, the Savin, or red cedar, yuni' could not be truly chara6terized by any 
perus Virginiana, a tree of exclufively name then known to Champlain. 
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remain fallow. When they wifh to plant it, they fet fire to 
the weeds, and then work it over with their wooden fpades. 
Their cabins are round, and covered with heavy thatch made 
of reeds. In the roof there is an opening of about a foot and 
a half, whence the fmoke from the fire paffes out. We afked 
them if they had their permanent abode in this place, and 
whether there was much fnow. But we were unable to afcer- 
tain this fully from them, not underftanding their language, 
although they made an attempt to inform us by figns, by 
taking fome fand in their hands, fpreading it out over the 
ground, and indicating that it was of the color of our collars, 
and that it reached the depth of a foot. Others made figns 
that there was lefs, and gave us to underftand alfo that the 
harbor never froze ; but we were unable to afcertain whether 
the fiiow lafled long. I conclude, however, that this region 
is of moderate temperature, and the winter not fevere. 
While we were there, there was a north-eaft ftorm, which 
lafled four days; the fky being fo overcaft that the fun hardly 
fhone at all. It was very cold, and we were obliged to put 
on our great-coats, which we had entirely left off. Yet I 
think the cold was accidental, as it is often experienced elfe- 
where out of feafon. 

On the 23d of July, four or five feamen having gone on 
fhore with fome kettles to get frefh ^'ater, which was to be 
found in one of the fand-banks a fhort diftance from our 
barque, fome of the favages, coveting them, watched the time 
when our men went to the fpring, and then feized one out of 
the hands of a failor, who was the firft to dip, and who had 
no weapons. One of his companions, ftarting to run after 
him, foon returned, as he could not catch him, fince he ran 

much 



84 Voyages of 

much fafter than himfelf. The other favages, of whom there 
were a large number, feeing our failors running to our barque, 
and at the fame time fhouting to us to fire at them, took to 
flight. At the time there were fome of them in our barque, 
who threw themfelves into the fea, only one of whom we 
were able to feize. Thofe on the land who had taken to 
flight, feeing them fwimming, returned ftraight to the failor 
from whom they had taken away the kettle, hurled fev- 
eral arrows at him from behind, and brought him down. 
Seeing this, they ran at once to him, and defpatched him 
with their knives. Meanwhile, hafte was made to go on 
fliore, and muflcets were fired from our barque : mine, burft- 
ing in my hands, came near killing me. The favages, hearing 
this difcharge of fire-arms, took to flight, and with redoubled 
fpeed when they faw that we had landed, for they were afraid 
when they faw us running after them. There was no likeli- 
hood of our catching them, for they are as fwift as horfes. 
We brought in the murdered man, and he was buried fome 
hours later. Meanwhile, we kept the prifoner bound by the 
feet and hands on board of our barque, fearing that he might 
efcape. But Sieur de Monts refolved to let him go, being 
perfuaded that he was not to blame, and that he had no pre- 
vious knowledge of what had tranfpired, as alfo thofe who, at 
the time, were in and about our barque. Some hours later 
there came fome favages to us, to excufe themfelves, indi- 
cating by figns and demonftrations that it was not they who 
had committed this malicious a6l, but others farther off in 
the interior. We did not wifli to harm them, although it 
was in our power to avenge ourfelves. 

All thefe favages from the Ifland Cape wear neither robes 

nor 
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nor furs, except very rarely : moreover, their robes are made 
of graffes and hemp, fcarcely covering the body, and coming 
down only to their thighs. They have only the fexual parts 
concealed with a fmall piece of leather; fo likewife the 
women, with whom it comes down a little lower behind than 
with the men, all the reft of the body being naked. When- 
ever the women came to fee us, they wore robes which were 
open in front. The men cut off the hair on the top of the 
head like thofe at the river Choiiacoet. I faw, among other 
things, a girl with her hair very neatly dreffed, with a fkin 
colored red, and bordered on the upper part with little shell- 
beads. A part of her hair hung down behind, the reft 
being braided in various ways. Thefe people paint the face 
red, black, and yellow. They have fcarcely any beard, and 
tear it out as faft as it grows. Their bodies are well-propor- 
tioned. I cannot tell what government they have, but I 
think that in this refpedl they refemble their neighbors, who 
have none at all. They know not how to worfhip or pray ; 
yet, like the other favages, they have fome fuperftitions, which 
I fhall defcribe in their place. As for weapons, they have 
only pikes, clubs, bows and arrows. It would feem from 
their appearance that they have a good difpofition, better 
than thofe of the north, but they are all in fa6l of no great 
worth. Even a flight intercourfe with them gives you at 
once a knowledge of them. They are great thieves and, if 
they cannot lay hold of any thing with their hands, they try 
to do fo with their feet, as we have oftentimes learned by 
experience. I am of opinion that, if they had any thing to 
exchange with us, they would not give themfelves to thiev- 
ing. They bartered away to us their bows, arrows, and quiv- 
ers, 
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ers, for pins and buttons ; and if they had had any thing 
elfe better they would have done the fame with it. It is 
neceffary to be on one's guard againft this people, and live in 
a ftate of diftruft of them, yet without letting them perceive 
it. They gave us a large quantity of tobacco, which they dry 
and then reduce to powder.^^ When they eat Indian com, 
they boil it in earthen pots, which they make in a way dif- 
ferent from ours."® They bray it alfo in wooden mortars and 
reduce it to flour, of which they then make cakes, like the 
Indians of Peru. 

In this place and along the whole coaft from Quinibequy, 
there are a great va^xiy Jiguenocs^'^ which is a fifh with a 

fliell 

I** The method of preparing tobacco kind, which they clean and knead well 

here for fmoking was probably not dif- in their hands, mixing with it, on what 

ferent from that of the Indian tribes in principle I know not, a fmall quantity 

Canada. Among the Huron antiquities of greafe. Then making the mafs into 

in the Mufeum at the Univerftty Laval the fhape of a ball, they make an inden- 

are pipes which were found already tation in the middle ot it with the fill, 

filled with tobacco, fo prepared as to which they make continually larger by 

refemble our fine-cut tobacco. — Vide fWking repeatedly on the outfide with a 

Laverdiire in loco, little wooaen pacldle as much as is nee- 

"° The following defcription of the eflary to complete it. Thefe veffels are 

Indian potterv, and the method of its of different iizes, without feet or han- 

manufatlure oy their women, as quoted dies, completely round like a ball, ex- 

by Laverdi^re from Sagard's Hiftory of cepting the mouth, which proje^ a 

Canada, who wrote in 1636, will be in- little.^* 

terefting to the antiquary, and will illuf- "* This cruftacean, Limulus fiofy- 

trate what Champlain means by " a way phemus, is ftill feen on the ftranos of 

different from ours : " — New England. They are found in great 

** They are fldlful in making good abundance in more fouthem waters : on 

earthen pots, which they harden very the fliores of Long I (land and New Jer- 

well on the hearth, and which are fo fey, they are colledled in boat-loads and 

ftrong that they do not, like our own, made ufeful for fertilizing purpofes. 

break over the fire when having no Champlain has left a drawing of it on 

water in them. But they cannot fuftain his large map. It is vulgarly known 

dampnefs nor cold water fo long as our as the king-crab, or horfe-foot ; to the 

own, fince they become brittle and break latter it bears a ftriking fimilarity. This 

at the lead fhock given them ; otherwife very accurate defcription of Champlain 

they laft very well. The favages make was copied by De Laet into his elabo- 

them by takmg fome earth of the right rate work " Nows Orbis," publiflied 
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fhell on its back like the tortoife, yet different, there being in 
the middle a row of little prickles, of the color of a dead leaf, 
like the reft of the fifti. At the end of this fhell, there is 
another (Kll fmaller, bordered by very (harp points. The 
length of the tail varies according to their fize. With the 
end of it, thefe people point their arrows, and it contains 
alfo a row of prickles like the large fhell in which are the 
eyes. There are eight fmall feet like thofe of the crab, and 
two behind longer and flatter, which they ufe in fwimming. 
There are alfo in front two other very fmall ones with which 
they eat. When walking, all the feet are concealed except- 
ing the two hindermoft, which are (lightly vifible. Under the 
fmall fhell there are membranes which fwell up, and beat like 
the throat of a frog, and reft upon each other like the folds of 
a waiftcoat. The largeft fpecimen of this fifh that I faw was 
a foot broad, and a foot and a half long. 

We faw alfo a fea-bird "^ with a black beak, the upper part 
(lightly aquiline, four inches long and in the form of a lancet ; 
namely, the lower part reprefenting the handle and the upper 
the blade, which is thin, (harp on both (ides, and (horter by 

a 

in 1633, accompanied bv an excellent exceedingly long ; they fly in clofe flocks, 

wood-engraving. This fpecies is pecu- moving umultaneoufly. They feem to 

liar to our Atlantic waters, and naturally feed as they fkim low over the water, 

at that time attracted the attention of the under-mandible grazing or cutting 

Europeans, who had not feen it before, the furface, and thus taking in their 

"* The Black Skimmer or Cut- water, food. — Vide Cones' s Key to North 

Rhynchops nigra. It appears to be dif- American Birds, Bofton, 1872, p. 324. 

Xm&, from, but clofely related to, the Whether Champlain faw this bird as 

Terns. This bird is here defcribed with a " ftray " on the fhores of Cape Cod, or 

general accuracy. According to Dr. whether it has ftnce ceafed to come in 

Coues, it belongs more particularly to the large numbers as far north as formerly, 

South Atlantic and Gulf States, where offers an interefting inquiry for the omi- 

it is very abundant ; it is frequent in the thologifts. Specimens may be feen in 

Middle States, and only occafionally the Mufeum of the Boflon Society of 

feen in New England. The wings are Natural Hiflory. 
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a third than the other, which circumftance is a matter of 
aftonifhment to many perfons, who cannot comprehend how 
it is poflible for this bird to eat with fuch a beak. It is of 
the fize of a pigeon, the wings being very long in proportion 
to the body, the tail fhort, as alfo the legs, which are red ; the 
feet being fmall and flat. The plumage on the upper part is 
gmy-brown, and on the under part pure white. They go 
always in flocks along the fea-fliore, like the pigeons with us. 
The favages, along all thefe coafts where we have been, fay 
that other birds, which are very large, come along when their 
com is ripe. They imitated for us their cry, which refembles 
that of the turkey. They fliowed us their feathers in feveral 
places, with which they feather their arrows, and which they 
put on their heads for decoration ; and alfo a kind of hair 
which they have under the throat like thofe we have in 
France, and they fay that a red creft falls over upon the 
beak. According to their defcription, they are as large as a 
buftard, which is a kind of goofe, having the neck longer and 
twice as large as thofe with us. All thefe indications led us 
to conclude that they were turkeys.^^^ We fliould have been 

very 

"• Champlain was clearly corre6l in tides. Such as love Turkie hunting, 

his conclufion. The wild Turkey, Me- moll follow it in winter after a new-felne 

leagris gallopavo^ was not uncommon Snow, when hee may followe them by 

in New England at that period. Wood their tra6ls ; fome haue killed ten or a 

and Joflelyn and Higginfon, all fpeak of dozen in half a day ; if thev can be 

it fully : — found towards an evening ana watched 

"Of thefe, fometimes there will be where they peirch, if one come about ten 

forty, threefcore and a hundred of a or eleven of the clock, he may (hoote as 

flocice ; fometimes more, and fometimes often as he will, they will fit, unleffe 

lefle ; their feeding is Acomes, Hawes, they be flenderly wounded. Thefe Tur- 

and Berries ; fome of them get a haunt kies remaine all the yeare long, the price 

to frequent our Englijh come : In win- of a good Turkey cocke is foure (hillings ; 

ter, when the fnow covers the ground, and he is well worth it, for he may be 

they refort to the Sea fhore to look for in weight forty pound; a Hen, two 

Shrimps, and fuch fmal Fifhes at low (hillings.'' — Wood^s New England 

Pro/pea, 
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very glad to fee fome of thefe birds, as well as their feathers, 
for the fake of greater certainty. Before feeing their feathers, 
and the little bunch of hair which they have under the throat, 
and hearing their cry imitated, I fhould have thought that 
they were certain birds like turkeys, which are found in fome 
places in Peru, along the fea-fhore, eating carrion and other 
dead things like crows. But thefe are not fo large ; nor do 
they have fo long a bill, or a cry like that of real turkeys ; 
nor are they good to eat like thofe which the Indians fay 
come in flocks in fummer, and at the beginning of winter go 
away to warmer countries, their natural dwelling-place. 

CHAPTER IX. 

Profpe^^ 1634, Prince Society ed., Bof- farre greater then our Englifh Turkies, 

ton, p. 32. and exceeding fat, fweet, and flefliy, for 

** The Turkic^ who is blacker thto here they haue aboundance of feeding 

ours ; I haue heard feveral credible per- all the yeere long, as Strawberriees, in 

fons affirm, they haue feen Turkie Cocks Summer at places are full of them and 

that have weighed forty, yea fixty pound ; all manner of Berries and Fruits." — 

but out of my perfonal experimental New England Plantation^ by Francis 

knowledge I can aflure you, that I haue Higginfon, London, 1630. Vide alfo 

eaten my ihare of a Turkie Cock, that Bradford's Hifl, Plym, Plantation^ 

when he was pulPd and garbidg'd, 1646, Deane's ed., Boilon, 1856, p. 105. 
weighed thirty M pound; and I haue It appears to be the opinion among 

alfo feen threefcore broods of young recent omithologifts that the fpecies Si 

Turkies on the fide of a marih, funning turkey, thus early found in New Eng- 

themfelves in a morning betimes, but X^iXidi^wa^ ikit Meleagris Afnericanay\oTL% 

this was thir^ years fmce, the Englijh fmce extiipated, and not identical with 

and the Indians having now deftroyed our domefncated bird. Our domeftic 

the breed, fo that 'tis very rare to meet turkey is fuppofed to have originated 

with a wild Turkie in the Woods ; But in the Weft Indies or in Mexico, and 

fome of the Englijh bring up great ftore to have been tranfplanted as tamed to 

of the wild kind, which remain about other parts of this continent, and to 

their Houfes as tame as ours in Eng- Europe, and named bv Linnseus Me- 

landy — New England'^ s Rarities, by leagris gallopavo. — Vtde Report on the 

John Joffelyn, Gent., London, 1672, Zoology of Pacific Railroad Routes, by 

Tuckerman's ed., pp. 41, 42. BairdfWafliington, 1858, Vol. IX. Part 

"Here are likewife abundance of II. pp. 613-618; Gw^yx AVy, Bofton, 

Turkies often killed in the Woods, 1872, pp. 231, 232. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

Return from the Discoveries ai^ng the Coast op the AuiouCHiQirois. 

■E had fpent more than five weeks in going over 
three degrees of latitude, and our voyage was 
limited to fix, fince we had not taken provifions 
£or a longer time. In confequence of fogs and 
ilorms, we had not been able to go farther than 
Mallebarre, where we waited feveral days for fair weather, in 
order to fail. Finding ourfelves accordingly prefled by the 
fcantine£s of provifions, Sieur de Monts determined to return 
to the Ifland of St Croix, in order to find another place more 
favorable for our fettlement, as we had not been able to do on 
any of the coafts which we had explored on this voyage. 

Accordingly, on the 25th of July, we fet out from this 
harbor, in order to make obfervations elfewhere. In going 
out, we came near being loft on the bar at the entrance, from 
the miftake of our pilots, Cramolet and Champdor^, mafters 
of the barque, who had imperfectly marked out the entrance 
of the channel on the fouthern fide, where we were to go. 
Having efcaped this danger, we headed north-eaft "* for fix 
leagues, until we reached Cap Blanc, failing on from there 

to 

"* Champlain is in error as to the Anne, and about iff eaft of the wefteni 
longitude 01 Mallebarre, or Nauret har- point of Cap Blanc, or Cape Cod ; and, 
bor, from which they took their depart- to reach their deftination, they itiuft 
ure on the 2Jth of July, i^oj. This port have failed north-weft, and not north- 
is about 38* eaft of Illand Cape, or Cape eaft, as he erroneoufly ftates. 
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to Ifland Cape, a diftance of fifteen leagues, with the fame 
wind. Then we headed eaft-north-eaft fixteen leagues, as 
far as Choiiacoet, where we faw the favage chief, Marchin,^"^' 
whom we had expefted to fee at the Lake Quinibequy. He 
had the reputation of being one of the valiant ones of his 
people. He had a fine appearance : all his motions were dig- 
nified, favage as he was. Sieur de Monts gave him many 
prefents, with which he was greatly pleafed ; and, in return, 
Marchin gave him a young Etechemin boy, whom he had 
captured in war, and whom we took away with us ; and thus 
we fet out, mutually good friends. We headed north-eaft a 
quarter eaft for fifteen leagues, as far as Quinibequy, where 
we arrived on the 29th of the month, and where we were 
expelling to find a favage, named Safinou, of whom I 
fpoke before. Thinking that he would come, we waited 
fome time for him, in order to recover from him an Eteche- 
min young man and girl, whom he was holding as prifoners. 
While waiting, there came to us a captain called Anaffou, 
who trafficked a little in furs, and with whom we made an 
alliance. He told us that there was a fhip, ten leagues off 
the harbor, which was engaged in fifliing, and that thofe on 
her had killed five favages of this river, under cover of friend- 
fhip. From his defcription of the men on the veffel, we 
concluded that they were Englifh, and we named the ifland 
where they were La Nef ; "* for, at a diftance, it had the 

appearance 

^^* They had &iled to meet him at about twenty-five nautical miles eaft 

the lake in the Kennebec ; namely, from the mouth of the Kennebec, a 

Merrymeeting Bay. — Vide aniea, p. mile and a third long, with an elevation 

60. at its higheft point of a hundred and 

"• The ifland which they thus named forty feet above the level of the fea. 

La Nef^ the Ship, was Monhegan, and in latitude 43° 45' 52^'. Cham- 
plain's 
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appearance of a ship. Finding that the above-mentioned 

Safmou 

plain's conje6hire as to the nationality Rev. Dr. Ballard, of Branfwick. The 

of the (hip was correal. It was the Rev. Dr. Belknap, after fatisfa6lory 

'* Archangel," commanded by the cele- examinations, dedded that it was the 

brated explorer. Captain George Wey- Penobfcot ; and he is followed by Mr. 

mouth, who under the patronage of the William Willis, late Preiident of the 

Earl of Southampton came to explore Maine Hiflorical Societv. Mr. George 

our Atlandc coafl in the fpring of 1605, Prince, of Bath, has pubiiihed an elal^ 

for the purpofe of feledlmg a fite for rate paper to prove that it was St 

an Engli(h colony. He anchored near George's River ; and Mr. David Culh- 

Monhegan on the 28th of May, N. S. ; man, of Warren, coincides in this view, 

and, aner fpending nearly a month in Other writers, not entering into the 

reconnoitring the illands and mainland difcuifion at length, accept one or an- 

in the vicinity, and capturing five of the other of the theories above mentioned, 

natives, he took his departure for £ng- It does not £dl within the purview of 

land on the 26th of June. On the 5th our prefent purpofe to enter upon the 

of July, juil 9 days after Weymouth difcuflion of this fubjedt But the 

left the coaft, De Monts and Cham- llatement in the text, not referred to 

plain entered with their little barque by any of the above-mentioned writers, 

the moXith of the Kennebec. They do " that thofe on her had kiUed five fava- 

not appear to have feen at that time any ges of this river^^ que ceux de dedans 

of the natives at or about the mouth of auoient tui cinq fauuages d*icelle riu- 

the river ; and it is not unlikely that, on ih^e^ can hardly rail to nave .weight in 

account of the feizure and, as thev fup- the decifion of this interefting queftion. 
pofed, the murder of their comraaes by The chief AnaiTou reported that they 

Weymouth, they had retired farther up were '* killed," a natural inference under 

the river for greater iafety. On the the circumflances ; but in fa6t they were 

return, however, of the French from carefully concealed in the hold of die 

Cape Cod, on the 29th of July, Anaflbu (hip, and three of them, having been 

eave them, as dated in the text, a tranfported to England and introduced 

friendly reception, and related the flory into his family, imparted much impor- 

of the feizure of his friends. tant information to Sir Ferdinando 

To prevent the interference of other Gorges, whofe diflinguifiied career was 

nations, it was the policy of Weymouth afterward fo intimately conne6led with 

and his patron not to difclofe the local- the progrefs of American colonization, 

ity of the region he had explored ; and For the difcuffion touching the river 

confequently Rofier, the narrator of the explored by Weymouth, vide Prince's 

voyage, fo ikilfully withheld whatever Annals^ij^fi^in locoj Belknaf^s Amer- 

might clearly identify the place, and ican BiogrcLphy^ I794i VoL II., art 

couched his defcriptions in fuch indefi- Weymouth ; Remarks on the Voyage of 

nite language, that there has been and George Waymouth^ by John McKeen, 

is now a great diverfity of opinion on Col. Me. His. Society, VoL V. p. 309 ; 

the fubjedl among locai hiflorians. It Comments on Waymouth^s Voyage^ by 

was the opinion of the Rev. Thomas William Willis, idem, p. 344 ; Voyage 

Prince that Weymouth explored the of Captain George Weymouth^ by 

Kennebec, or Sa^dahoc, and with him George Prince, Col. Me. His. Soc, 

coincide Mr. John McKeen and the Vol. vi. p. 293 ; Weymouth^ s Voyage^ 

by 



Sieur de Champlain. 93 

Safinou did not come, we headed eaft-fouth-eaft,"^ for twenty 
leagues, to Ifle Haute, where we anchored for the night 

On the next day, the ift of Augufl, we failed eaft fome 
twenty leagues to Cap Corneille,^'^ where we fpent the 
night. On the 2d of the month, we failed north-eaft 
feven leagues to the mouth of the river St. Croix, on the 
weftern Ihore. Having anchored between the two firft 
iflands,^^ Sieur de Monts embarked in a canoe, at a diilance 
of fix leagues from the fettlement of St Croix, where we 
arrived the next day with our barque. We found there 
Sieur des Antons of St Malo, who had come in one of the 
veffels of Sieur de Monts, to bring provifions and alfo other 
fupplies for thofe who were to winter in this country. 

CHAPTER X. 



bjr David Cufhman, idem^ p. 309; chias Bays, including perhaps Crofs 

George Weymouth and the Kennebec^ I Hand. De Monts and his psurty prob- 

by the Rev. Edward Ballard, D.D., ably anchored and paiTed the night in 

Memorial Volume of the Popham Cele- Machias Bay. The pofition of Cap 

bration, Portland, 1863, p. 301. Comeille may be iatisfa6lorily fixed by 

M«i-t We headed eajl fouth-eaft. It its diftance and diredlion from the 

is poffible that, on leaving the mouth of Grand Manan, as feen on Champlain's 

the Kennebec, they failed for a (hort map of 161 2, to which the reader is 

diftance to the fouth-eaft ; but the gen- referred, 

end courfe was to the north-eaft. "• This anchorage was between Cam- 

1" Cap Comeille^ or Crow Cape, was pobello and Moofe liland, on which is 

apparently the point of land advancing fituated the town of Eaitport 
out between Alachias and Little Ma- 
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CHAPTER X. 

The Dwelling-Place on the Island op St. Croix transferred to 

Port Royal, and the Reason why. 

lEUR DE MONTS determined to change his 
location, and make another fettlement, in order 
to avoid the fevere cold and the bad winter 
which we had had in the Ifland of St. Croix. 
As we had not, up to that time, found any 
fuitable harbor, and, in view of the fhort time we had for 
building houfes in which to eftablifti ourfelves, we fitted out 
two barques, and loaded them with the frame-work taken 
from the houfes of St. Croix, in order to tranfport it to Port 
Royal, twenty-five leagues diftant, where we thought the cli- 
mate was much more temperate and agreeable. Pont Grav^ 
and I fet out for that place ; and, having arrived, we looked 
for a fite favorable for our refidence, under fhelter from the 
north-well wind, which we dreaded, having been very much 
haraffed by it. 

After fearching carefully in all directions, we found no 
place more fuitable and better fituated than one (lightly 
elevated, about which there are fome marfhes and good 
fprings of water. This place is oppofite the ifland at the 
mouth of the river fiquille.*^® To the north of us about 

a 

"• In the original, Champlain has Lefcarbot fays the "river was named 

written the name of this river in this VEquille becaufe the firft fifli taken 

particular inilance Guille, probably an therein was sgi iquill^, — Vide atttea^ 

abbreviation for AnguilU^ the French note 57. 
name of the fi(h which we call the eel. 
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a league, there is a range of mountains,^** extending nearly 
ten leagues in a north-eaft and fouth-weft direction. The 
whole country is filled with thick forefts, as I mentioned 
above, except at a point a league and a half up the river, 
where there are fome oaks, although fcattering, and many 
wild vines, which one could eafily remove and put the foil 
under cultivation, notwithftanding it is light and fandy. We 
had almoft refolved to build there ; but the confideration 
that we (hould have been too far up the harbor and river led 
us to change our mind. 

Recognizing accordingly the fite of our habitation as a 
good one, we began to clear up the ground, which was full 
of trees, and to ere6l houfes as foon as poffible. Each one 
was bufy in this work. After every thing had been arranged, 
and the majority of the dwellings built, Sieur de Monts 
determined to return to France, in order to petition his 
Majefty to grant him all that might be neceffary for his 
undertaking. He had defired to leave Sieur d'Orville to 
command in this place in his abfence. But the climatic 
malady, mal de la terre^ with which he was affli6led would not 
allow him to gratify the wifh of Sieur de Monts. On this 
account, a conference was held with Pont Grave on the fub- 
je6l, to whom this charge was oflFered, which he was happy to 
accept ; and he finiftied what little of the habitation remained 
to be built. I, at the fame time, hoping to have an oppor- 
tunity to make fome new explorations towards Florida, 
determined to flay there alfo, of which Sieur de Monts ap- 
proved. 

CHAPTER XL 

^"^ The elevation of this range varies from fix hundred to feven hundred feet 
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CHAPTER XI. 

What took Place after the Departure of Sieur de Monts, umtil^ 
NO Tidings of what he had promised being receivbd» we departed 
FROM Port Royal to return to France. 

S foon as Sieur de Monts had departed, a portion 
of the forty or forty-five who remained began 
to make gardens. I, alfo, for the fake of occu- 
pying my time, made one, which was furround- 
ed with ditches full of water, in which I placed 
fome fine trout, and into which flowed three brooks of very 
fine running water, from which the greater part of our fettle- 
ment was fupplied. I made alfo a little fluice-way towards 
the fhore, in order to draw oflF the water when I wifhed. 
This fpot was entirely furrounded by meadows, where I con- 
ftrufted a fummer-houfe, with fome fine trees, as a refort for 
enjoying the frefh air. I made there, alfo, a little refervoir 
for holding falt-water fifti, which we took out as we wanted 
them. I took efpecial pleafure in it, and planted there 
fome feeds which turned out well. But much work had to 
be laid out in preparation. We reforted often to this place 
as a paftime ; and it feemed as if the little birds round about 
took pleafure in it, for they gathered there in large numbers, 
warbling and chirping fo pleafantly that I think I never 
heard the like. 

The plan of the fettlement was ten fathoms long and eight 
wide, making the diftance round thirty-fix. On the eaflern 
fide is a ftore-houfe, occupying the width of it, and a very 

fine 
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fine cellar from five to fix feet deep. On the northern fide 
are the quarters of Sieur de Monts, handfomely finifhed. 
About the back yard are the dwellings of the workmen. 
At a comer of the weftem fide is a platform, where four can- 
non were placed ; and at the other comer, towards the eaft, 
is a palifade fhaped like a platform, as can be feen from the 
accompanying illuftration. 

Some days after the buildings were completed, I went to 
the river St. John to find the favage named Secondon, the 
fame that conducted Prevert's party to the copper mine, 
which I had already gone in fearch of with Sieur de Monts, 
when we were at the Port of Mines, though without fuccefs.^^ 
Having found him, I begged him to go there with us, which 

he 

Champlain's Explanation op the accobcpanying Map. 

L'Abitasion du Post Royal. 
Tht figuret indicaU /athams of water, 

A, Dwelling of the artifans. B. Platform where the cannon were placed. 
C The ftore-houfe. D, Dwelling of Sieur de Pont Grav^ and Champlain. E. 
The blackfmith*s ftiop. F, Palifade of pickets. G, The bakery. H, The 
kitchen. O, Small houfe where the equipment of our barques was ilored. This 
Sieur de Poutrincourt afterwards had rebuilt, and Sieur Boulay dwelt there when 
Sieur du Pont Grav^ returned to France. P. Gate to our habitation. Q> The 
Cemetery. R, The River. 

Notes. The habitation of Port Royal was on the prefent fite of the hamlet 
of Lower Granville in Nova Scotia. /. Points to the garden-plots. K, Takes tiie 
place of Q, which is wanting on the map, and marks the place of the cemetery, 
where may be feen the crucifix, the death's-head, and crofis-bones. Z. Takes the 
place of R^ which is wanting, to indicate the river. M. Indicates the moat on 
the north fide of the dwelling. N, Probably indicates the dwelling of the gentle- 
men, De Monts and others. 

1" Vide antea^ pp. 25, 26. 
'3 
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he very readily confented to do, and proceeded to fhow it to us. 
We found there fome little pieces of copper of the thicknefs 
of a fou, and others ftill thicker imbedded in grayifh and 
red rocks. The miner accompanying us, whofe name was 
Mailer Jacques, a native of Sclavonia, a man very fkilful in 
fearching for minerals, made the entire circuit of the hills 
to fee if he could find any gangue,^^ but without fuccefs. Yet 
he found, fome fteps from where we had taken the pieces of 
copper before mentioned, fomething like a mine, which, how- 
ever, was far from Joeing one. He faid that, from the appear- 
ance of the foil, it might prove to be good, if it were worked ; 
and that it was not probable that there could be pure copper 
on the furface of the earth, without there being a large quan- 
tity of it underneath. The truth is that, if the water did not 
cover the mines twice a day, and if they did not lie in fuch 
hard rocks, fomething might be expe6led from them. 

After making this obfervation, we returned to our fettle- 
ment, where we found fome of our company fick with the 
mal de la terrey but not fo ferioufly as at the Ifland of St. 
Croix ; although, out of our number of forty-five, twelve died, 
including the miner, and five were fick, who recovered the 
following fpring. Our furgeon, named Des Champs, from 
Honfleur, fkilful in his profeflion, opened fome of the bodies, 
to fee whether he might be more fuccefsful in difcovering the 
caufe of the maladies than our furgeons had been the year 
before. He found the parts of the body afifedled in the 
fame manner as thofe opened at the Ifland of St. Croix, 
but could difcover no means of curing them, any more than 
the other furgeons. ^ 

^8* La gangue. This is the technical word for the matrix, or fubflance con- 
taining the ore of metals. 
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On the 20th of December, it began to fnow, and fome ice 
paffed along before our fettlement. The winter was not fo 
fharp as the year before, nor the fnow fo deep, or of fo long 
duration. Among other incidents, the wind was fo violent 
on the 20th of February, 1605,^^ that it blew over a large 
number of trees, roots and all, and broke off many others. 
It was a remarkable fight. The rains were very frequent, 
which was the caufe of the mild winter in comparifon with 
the paft one, although it is only twenty-five leagues from 
Port Royal to St. Croix. 

On the firft day of March, Pont Grav^ ordered a barque of 
feventeen or eighteen tons to be fitted up, which was ready 
on the 15th, in order to go on a voyage of difcovery along 
the coaft of Florida.^®* With this view, we fet out on the i6th 
following, but were obliged to put in at an ifland to the fouth 
of Manan, having gone that day eighteen leagues. We an- 
chored in a fandy cove, expofed to the fea and the fouth 
wind.^ The latter increafed, during the night, to fuch an 
impetuofity that we could not ftand by our anchor, and were 
compelled, without choice, to go afhore, at the mercy of God 
and the waves. The latter were fo heavy and furious that 
while we were attaching the buoy to the anchor, fo as to cut 
the cable at the hawfe-hole, it did not give us time, but broke 
ftraightway of itfelf. The wind and the fea caft us as the 
wave receded upon a little rock, and we awaited only the 

moment 

**• For 1605, read 1606. Manan and Wood Ifland, the latter 

^** Florida, as then known, extended bein^ fouth of Manan, and is plainly 

from the peninfula indefinitely to the the ifland refefred to in the text This 

north. cove is open to the fouth wind and the 

^" Seal Cove, which makes up be- fea in a ftorm. Wood Ifland has a 

tween the fouth-wefl end of the Grand fandy fliore with occaflonal rocks. 
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moment to fee our barque break up, and to fave ourfelves, 
if pofTible, upon its fragments. In thefe defperate ftraits, 
after we had received feveral waves, there came one fo large 
and fortunate for us that it carried us over the rock, and threw 
us on to a little fandy beach, which infured us for this time 
from fhipwreck. 

The barque being on fhore, we began at once to unload 
what there was in her, in order to afcertain where the dam-* 
age was, which was not fo great as we expelled. She was 
fpeedily repaired by the diligence of Champdor^ her mailer. 
Having been put in order, (he was reloaded; and we waited 
for fair weather and until the fury of the fea fhould abate» 
which was not until the end of four days, namely, the 21ft of 
March, when we fet out from this miferable place, and 
proceeded to Port aux Coquilles,"' feven or eight leagues 
diftant. The latter is at the mouth of the river St. Croix, 
where there was a large quantity of fnow. We flayed there 
until the 29th of the month, in confequence of the fogs and 
contrary winds, which are ufual at this feafon, when Pont 
Grav6 determined to put back to Port Royal, to fee in what 
condition our companions were, whom we had left there fick. 
Having arrived there, Pont Grave was attacked with illnefs, 
which delayed us until the 8th of April. 

On the 9th of the month he embarked, although ftill in- 
difpofed, from his defire to fee the coaft of Florida, and in the 
belief that a change of air would reftore his health. The 

fame 

"• Port aux Coqutllesy the harbor of and was probably Head Harbor, which 
(hells. This port was near the north- affords a good harbor of refuge. — Vide 
eaflem extremity of Campobello I Hand, Champlain's Map of 1612, reference 9. 
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fame day we anchored and paffed the night at the mouth of 
the harbor, two leagues diftant from our fettlement 

The next morning before day, Champdor^ came to afk 
Pont Grav^ if he wifhed to have the anchor raifed^ who 
replied in the affirmative, if he deemed the weather favorable 
for fetting out. Upon this, Champdor^ had the anchor 
raifed at once, and the fail fpread to the wind, which was 
north-north-eaft, according to his report. The weather was 
thick and rainy, and the air full of fog, with indications of 
foul rather than fair weather. 

While going out of the mouth of the harbor,^ we were 
fuddenly carried by the tide out of the paffage, and, before 
perceiving them, were driven upon the , rocks on the eaft- 
north-eaft coaft.^ Pont Grav€ and I, who were afleep, were 
awaked by hearing the failors ihouting and exclaiming, " We 
are loll I " which brought me quickly to my feet, to fee what 
was the matter. Pont Grav6 was ftill ill, which prevented 
him from rifing as quickly as he wifhed. I was fcarcely on 
deck, when the barque was thrown upon the coaft ; and the 
wind, which was north, drove us upon a point We unfurled 
the mainfail, turned it to the wind, and hauled it up as high 
as we could, that it might drive us up as far as poffible on 
the rocks, for fear that the reflux of the fea, which fortunately 
was falling, would draw us in, when it would have been im- 
poffible to fave ourfelves. At the firft blow of our boat upon 
the rocks, the rudder broke, a part of the keel and three 

or 

MT By " harbor " is here meant An- where the tides rife from tw6nty-three 

napolis Bay. to twenty-feven feet. 

This wreck of the barque took place *" North-eaft. The text has norouefl^ 

on the Granville fide of Digby Strait, clearly a mifprint for nordefl. 
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or four planks were fmafhed, and fome ribs ftove in, which 
frightened us, for our barque filled immediately; and all 
that we could do was to wait until the fea fell, fo that we 
might get afhore. For, otherwife, we were in danger of our 
lives, in confequence of the fwell, which was very high and 
furious about us. The fea having fallen, we went on Ihore 
amid the ftorm, when the barque was fpeedily unloaded, and 
we faved a large portion of the provifions in her, with the help 
of the favage, Captain Secondon and his companions, who 
came to us with their canoes, to carry to our habitation 
what we had faved from our barque, which, all (battered as 
fhe was, went to pieces at the return of the tide. But we, 
moft happy at having faved our lives, returned to our fettle- 
ment with our poor favages, who flayed there a large part of 
the winter ; and we praifed God for having refcued us from 
this fhipwreck, from which we had not expe6led to efcape fo 
eafily. 

The lofs of our barque caufed us great regret, fince we 
found ourfelves, through want of a veffel, deprived of the 
profpe6l of being able to accomplifh the voyage we had 
undertaken. And we were unable to build another; for 
time was prefling, and although there was another barque on 
the flocks, yet it would have required too long to get it ready, 
and we could fcarcely have made ufe of it before the return 
from France of the veffels we were daily expe6ling. 

This was a great misfortune, and owing to the lack of 
forefight on the part of the mafter, who was obftinate, but lit- 
tle acquainted with feamanfhip, and trufting only his own head. 
He was a good carpenter, fkilful in building veffels, and care- 
ful 
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ful in provifioning them with all neceflaries, but in no wife 
adapted to failing them. 

Pont Grave, having arrived at the fettlement, received the 
evidence againft Champdore, who was accufed of having run 
the barque on fhore with evil intent. Upon fuch informa. 
tion, he was imprifoned and handcuffed, with the intention 
of taking him to France and handing him over to Sieur de 
Monts, to be treated as juftice might diredt 

On the 15th of June, Pont Grave, finding that the vef- 
fels did not return from France, had the handcuffs taken oflf 
from Champdore, that he might finifh the barque which was 
on the (locks, which fervice he difcharged very well. 

On the 1 6th of July, the time when we were to leave, in 
cafe the veffels had not returned, as was provided in the com- 
miffion which Sieur de Monts had given to Pont Grav6, we 
fet out from our fettlement to go to Cape Breton or to Gafpe 
in fearch of means of returning to France, fince we had 
received no intelligence from there. 

Two of our men remained, of their own accord, to take 
care of the provifions which were left at the fettlement, to 
each of whom Pont Grave promifed fifty crowns in money, 
and fifty more which he agreed to eftimate their pay at when 
he fhould come to get them the following year.^^ 

There was a captain of the favages named Mabretou,^^ 
who promifed to take care of them, and that they fhould Le 
treated as kindly as his own children. We found him a 

friendly 

!• Thefe two men were M. La Taille Vide HiJUdre NouvelU France^ Paris, 
and Miquelet, of whom Lefcarbot fpeaks 1612, pp. 545, 546. 



in terms of enthuliaftic praife for their "® MabretoUy by Lefcarbot written 
patriotic courage in voluntarily Hiking Membertou. 
their lives for the good of New France. 
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friendly favage all the time we were there, although he had 
the name of being the worft and moil traitorous man of his 
tribe. 



CHAPTER XIL 

Depasture from Pokt Royal to return to France. — Heetinq Rai^ 
LSAu AT Cape Sasle, which caosbd us to turn back. 

|N the 17th of the month, in accordance with the 
refolution we had formed, we fet out from the 
mouth of Port Royal with two barques, one 
of eighteen tons, the other of feven or eight, 
with the view of purfuing the voyage to Cape 
Breton or Canfeau. We anchored in the ftrait of Long 
Ifland,"* where during the night our cable broke, and we 
came near being loft, owing to the violent tides which Unite 
upon feveral rocky points in and about this place. But, 
through the diligent exertions of all, we were feved, and 
efcaped once more. 

On the 2ift of the month there was a violent wind, which 
broke the irons of our rudder between Long Ifland and 
Cape Fourchu, and reduced us to fuch extremities that we 
were at a lofs what to do, For the fury of the fea did not per- 
mit us to land, fmce the breakers ran mountain high along 
the coaft, fo that we refolved to perifti in the fea rather than 
to land, hoping that the wind and tempeft would abate, fo 
that, with the wind aftem, we might go aftiore on fome fandy 

beach. 

"> Petit Paflage, leading into St Mary's Bay. 
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beach. As each one thought by himfelf what might be done 
for our prefervation, a failor faid that a quantity of cordage 
attached to the ftem of our barque, and dragging in the 
water, might ferve in fome meafure to fleer our veffel. But 
this was of no avail ; and we faw that, unlefs God fhould aid 
us by other means, this would not preferve us from fhip- 
wreck. As we were thinking what could be done for our 
fafety, Champdore, who had been again handcujBEed, faid to 
fome of us that, if Pont Grav6 defired it, he would find 
means to fteer our barque. This we reported to Pont Grav€, 
who did not refufe this offer, and the reft of us ftill lefs. 
He accordingly had his handcuffs taken oflf the fecond time, 
and at once taking a rope, he cut it and fattened the rudder 
with it in fuch a fkilful manner that it would fteer the fhip 
as well as ever. In this way, he made amends for the mif- 
takes he had made leading to the lofs of the previous barque, 
and was difcharged from his accufation through our entrea- 
ties to Pont Grave who, although fomewhat reluctantly, 
acceded to it. 

The fame day we anchored near La Baye Courante,^** two 
leagues from Cape Fourchu, and there our barque was re- 
paired. 

On the 23d of July, we proceeded near to Cape Sable. 

On the 24th of the month, at two o'clock in the afternoon, 
we perceived a fhallop, near Cormorant Ifland, coming from 
Cape Sable. Some thought it was favages going away from 

Cape 

^** La Baye Courante, the bay at of the barqite near this bay, two leagues 

the mouth of Argyl or Abuptic Riv- from Cape Fourchu, was probably near 

er, fome times caUed Lobfter Bay. — Pinckney Point, or it may have been 

Vide CampbelVs Yarmouth County^ N. under the lee of one of the Tufquet 

•S"., p. 13. The anchorage for the repair Iflands. 

14 
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Cape Breton or the Ifland of Canfeau. Others faid it might 
be fliallops fent from Canfeau to get news of us. Finally, as 
we approached nearer, we faw that they were Frenchmen, 
which delighted us greatly. When it had almoft reached us, 
we recognized Ralleau, the Secretary of Sieur de Monts, 
which redoubled our joy. He informed us that Sieur de 
Monts had defpatched a veffel of a hundred and twenty tons, 
commanded by Sieur de Poutrincourt, who had come with 
fifty men to aft as Licutenant-General, and live in the coun- 
try ; that he had landed at Canfeau, whence the above- 
mentioned veffel had gone out to fea, in order, if poflible, to 
find us, while he, meanwhile, was proceeding along the coaft 
in a (hallop, in order to meet us in cafe we fhould have fet 
out, fupj)ofing we had departed from Port Royal, as was in 
fa(H the cafe: in fo doing, they a6led very wifely. All this 
intelligence caufed us to turn back; and we arrived at Port 
Koyal on the 25th of the month, where we found the above- 
mentioned veffel and Sieur de Poutrincourt, and were great- 
ly delighted to fee realized what we had given up in de- 
fl)air.*^ He told us that his delay had been caufed by 
an accident which happened to the fhip in leaving the boom 

at 

"• Lefcarbot, who with De Poutrin- ferved, perhaps while they were repair- 

Cc 



court was in this veffel, the " Jonas," ing their barque at Baye Courante. As 




leparture 

fuppofing that the colony at Port Roval, colony till his arrival. Champlain's 

not receiving expedlea fuccors, had dates do not agree with thofe of Lefcar- 

poffibly already embarked for France, bot, and the latter is probably correct, 

as was in fa6l the cafe, had defpatchea According to Lefcarbot, Poutrincourt 

a fmall boat in charge of Ralleau to arrived on the 27th, and Pont Grav^ 

reconnoitre the coaft, with the hope of with Champlain on the 31ft of July, 

meeting them, if they had already em- Vide His, Nou, France, Paris, 16 12, 

barked. The "Jonas " paffed them unob- pp. 544, 547. 
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at Rochelle, where he had taken his departure, and that he 
had been hindered by bad weather on his voyage/^ 

The next day, Sieur de Poutrincourt proceeded to fet 
forth his views as to what fhould be done ; and, in accordance 
with the opinion of all, he refolved to flay at Port Royal 
this year, inafmuch as no difcovery had been made fince the 
departure of Sieur de Monts, and the period of four months 
before winter was not long enough to fearch out a fite and 
conftrudl another fettlement, efpecially in a large veffel, 
unlike a barque which draws little water, fearches every- 
where, and finds places to one's mind for effe6ling fettle- 
ments. But he decided that, during this period, nothing 
more fhould be done than to try to find fome place better 
adapted for our abode.^®*^ 

Thus deciding, Sieur de Poutrincourt defpatched at once 

fome laborers to work on the land in a fpot which he deemed 

fuitable, up the river, a league and a half from the fettlement 

of Port Royal, and where we had thought of making our 

abode. Here he ordered wheat, rye, hemp, and feveral other 

kinds of feeds, to be fown, in order to afcertain how they 

would flourifh/^ 

On 

^^ Lefcarbot gives a graphic account harbor and more genial climate for the 

of the accident which happened to their colony farther fouth than Mallebarre, as 

vefTel in the harbor of Rochelle, delay- he was not fatisfied either with St. Croix 

ing them more than a month ; and the or Port Royal for a permanent abode, 

bad weather and the bad feamanihip of — Vide Lejcarbofs His, Nou. France^ 

Captain Foulques, who commanded the Paris, 1612, p. 552. 

"Jonas," which kept them at fea more ^'^ By reference to Champlain's draw- 

than two months and a half. — Vide ing of Port Royal, it will be feen that 

His. Nou, France, Paris, 161 2, p. 523, the place of this agricultural experiment 

ei/eq, was on the fouthem fide of Annapolis 

^•* Before leaving France, Poutrin- River, near the mouth of Allen River, 

court had received inilrudlions from the and on the identical foil where the village 

patentee, De Monts, to feek for a good of Annapolis now (lands. 
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On the 22d of Auguft, a (mail barque was feen approach- 
ing our fettlemenL It was that of I>es Antons, oi St Malo, 
who had come from Canfeau, where his velTel was engaged 
in fifhing, to inform us that there were fome veflels about 
Cape Breton engaged in the fur-trade; and that, if we 
would fend our (hip, we might aq)ture them on the point 
of returning to France. It was determined to do fo as {con 
as fome fupplies, which were in the Ihip, could be unloaded.^ 

This being done, Pont Grave embarked, together with 
his companions, who had mntered with him at Port Royal, 
excepting Champdore and Foulgere de Vitr€. I aifo flayed 
with De Poutrincourt, in order, with God s help, to complete 
the map of the coafls and countries which I had commenced. 
Ever)' thing being put in order in the fettlement, Sieur de 
Poutrincourt ordered provifions to be taken on board for our 
vo}'age along the coafl of Florida. 

On the 29th of Auguft, we fet out from Port Ro}-al, as did 

also Pont Grave and Des Antons, who were bound for Cape 

Breton and Canfeau, to feize the veflels which were engaging 

in the fur-trade, as I have before ftated. After getting out 

to fea, we were obliged to put back on account of bad 

weather. But the large veflel kept on her courfe, and we 

foon loft fight of her. 

CHAPTER XIII. 

^•^ It appears that this fur-trader was fence. They did not fucceed in C4>tiir- 

one Boyer, of Rouen, who had been de- ing him at Canfeau. — Vide His, A'au^ 

livered from prifon at Rochelle by Pou- France, par Lefcarbot, Paris, 161 2, p. 

trincourt's lenity, where he had been 553. 
incarcerated probably for the fame of- 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

smux de povtrikcourt sets oitt frou port rotal to make discov- 
eries- — au. that was seen, and what took place as far as 
Mallebarre. 

|N the 5th of September, we fet out again from 
Port Royal. 

On the 7th, we reached the mouth of the 
river St. Croix, where we found a large number 
of favages, among others Secondon and Meffa- 
mouet. We came near being loft there on a rocky iflet, on 
account of Champdor^'s ufual obftinacy. 

The next day we proceeded in a fhallop to the Ifland of 
St. Croix, where Sieur de Moots had wintered, to fee if we 
could find any fpikes of wheat and other feeds Which we had 
planted there. We found fome wheat which had fallen on 
the ground, and come up as finely as one could wifti ; alfo a 
large number of garden vegetables, which alfo had come up 
fair and large. It gave us great fatisfadlion to fee that the 
foil there was good and fertile. 

After vifiting the ifland, we returned to our barque, which 
was one of eighteen tons, on the way catching a large num- 
ber of mackerel, which are abundant there at this feafon. It 
was decided to continue the voyage along the coaft, which 
was not a very well-confidered conclufion, fince we loft much 
time in pafling over again the difcoveries made by Sieur de 
Monts as far as the harbor of Mallebarre. It would have 

been 



no Voyages of 

been much better, in my opinion, to crofs from where we 
were dire6lly to Mallebarre, the route being already known, 
and then ufe our time in exploring as far as the fortieth 
degree, or ftill farther fouth, reviiiting, upon our homeward 
voyage, the entire coaft at pleafure. 

After this decifion, we took with us Secondon and Meffa- 
mouet, who went as far as Choiiacoet in a (hallop, where they 
wiftied to make an alliance with the people of the country, 
by offering them fome prefents. 

On the 1 2th of September, we fet out from the river St. 
Croix. 

On the 2 1 ft, we arrived at Choiiacoet, where we faw One- 
mechin, chief of the river, and Marchin, who had harvefted 
their com. We faw at the Ifland of Bacchus *" fome grapes 
which were ripe and very good, and fome others not yet ripe, 
as fine as thofe in France ; and I am fure that, if they were 
cultivated, they would produce good wine. 

In this place, Sieur de Poutrincourt fecured a prifoner that 
Onemechin had, to whom Meflamouet ^ made prefents of 

kettles, 

w Richmond Ifland. — Vide antea^ cial importance. On Joflelyn's voyage 

note 123. The ripe grapes which he of 1638, he fays: "The Six and twen- 

faw were the Fox Grape, Vitis labrufca^ tieth day, Capt. Thomas Cammock went 

which ripens in September. The fruit aboard of a Barke of 300 Tuns, laden 

is of a dark purple color, tough and with Ifland Wine, and but 7 men in her, 

muflcy. The Ifabella, common in our and never a Gun, bound for Richmonds 

markets, is derived from it. It is not Ifland, Set out by Mr. TrelantVj oi Pli- 

quite clear whether thofe feen in an un- mouthJ'^ — Voyages^ 1675, Bofton, Vea- 

ripe ftate were another fpecies or not. zie's ed., 1865, p. 12. 
If they were, they were the Froft Grape, ^^ Meflamouet was a chief fix)m the 

Vitis cordifolia^ which are found in the Port de la H^ve, and was accompanied 

northern parts of New England. The by Secondon, alfo a chief from the river 

berry is fmall, black or blue, having a St John. They had come to Saco to 

bloom, highly acid, and ripens after difpofe of a quantity of goods which 

frofts. This ifland, fo prolific in grapes, they had obtained from the French 

became afterward a centre of commer- fur-traders. Meflamouet made an ad- 

dre& 
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kettles, hatchets, knives, and other things. Onemechin 
reciprocated the fame with Indian corn, fquafties, and Bra- 
zilian beans ; which was not very fatisfaftory to Meffamouet, 
who went away very ill-difpofed towards them for not prop- 
erly recognizing his prefents, and with the intention of mak- 
ing war upon them in a fhort time. For thefe nations give 
only in exchange for fomething in return, except to thofe 
who have done them a fpecial fervice, as by affifting them in 
their wars. 

Continuing our courfe, we proceeded to the Ifland Cape,** 
where we encountered rather bad weather and fogs, and faw 
little profpe6l of being able to fpend the night under ftielter, 
fmce the locality was not favorable for this. While we were 
thus in perplexity, it occurred to me that, while coafting along 
with Sieur de Monts, I had noted on my map, at a diftance 
of a league from here, a place which feemed fuitable for 
veffels, but which we did not enter, becaufe, when we paffed 
it, the wind was favorable for continuing on our courfe. 
This place we had already paffed, which led me to fuggeft to 
Sieur de Poutrincourt that we (hould ftand in for a point in 
fight, where the place in queftion was, which feemed to me 
favorable for paffmg the night. We proceeded to anchor at 
the mouth, and went in the next day.^^ 

Sieur de Poutrincourt landed with eight or ten of our 
company. We faw fome very fine grapes just ripe, Brazilian 

peas, 

drefs on the occafion, in which he ftated *® Cape Anne. 

that he had been in France, and had ^^ Gloucefter Bay, formerly called 

been entertained at the houfe of Mons. Cape Anne Harbor, which, as we (hall 

de Grand mont, governor of Bayonne. fee farther on, they named Beauport^ 

— Vide His, Nou- France^ par Lefcar- the beautiful harbor. 

bot, Paris, 1612, p. 559, etfeq. 



112 Voyages of 

peas,*" pumpkins, fquafties, and very good roots, which the 
favages cultivate, having a ta(te fimilar to that of chards."" 
They made us prefents of feme of thefe, in exchange for little 
trifles which we gave them. They had already finifhed their 
harveft. We faw two hundred favages in this very pleafent 
place ; and there are here a large number** of very fine wal-. 
nut-trees,™ cypreffes. faflafras, oaks, afhes, and beeches. The 

chief 

"* Braiillan peas. This fhould ud- Vide antta, p. 67. Both the batternnt 
doubtedly read Brazilian beans. PoU and the hickories are ezcluiindy of 
du Hrifil \% here ufed apparently bv American origio ; and there was no 
niillake for fibues du Brifil. — Viag French name Dy which they coaU be 
antra, note IZ7. more accurately delignated. Ntyer la 
"• Cliards. a vegetable dilh, compofed applied in France to uie tree which pro- 
of the footftocks and midrib of artichokes, duces the nut known in our markets as 
cardoons, or white beets. The "very the Englifli walnut JolTelyn figures the 
good loots" de J raeines ^ui/anlSonmi, hickory under the name of walnut — 
were Jeniialem Artichokes, Helianthus Vide New Eng. Rarities, Tuckeiman's 
tuberofus, indigenous to the northern ed., p. 97. See alfo Wood's New Eitg. 
part of this continent. The Italians had PrMell, 1634, Prince Soc. ed., p. 18. 
obtained it before Champlain's time, and '''' The trees here mentioned are fuch 
named it GirafoU, Iheir word for fun- probably as appeared to Champlain ef- 
flower, of which the artichoke is a pecially valuable for timber or other 
(becies. This viotA, gira/alt, has been praflical ufes. 

flngularly corrupted in England into The cypre6, cyfirh, has been already 

Jerufalem ; hence Jerufalem artichoke, referred to in note 168. It is diftin- 

now Ihe common name of this ptanl. guiihed for its durability, its power of 

We prefume that there is no inftance refifting theufual agencies of decay, and 

on record of JLs earlier cultivation in is widely ufed for polls, and lleepers on 

New Kngland than at Naufet in 160$, the track of railways, and to a limited 

vide antta, p. 8z, and here at Gloucef- extent for cabinet work, but lefs now 

ter in 1606. than in earlier limes. William Wood 
lays of it : "This wood is more defired 
for ornament than fubftance, being of 

hended the hickories. Carya alba and color red and white, like Eugh, fmelling 

/i^i:/»ii, and perhaps the butternut, 7»^- as fweete as luniper; it is commonly 

lans ciiierea, all of which might nave ufed for feeling of houfes, and making 

been feen at Gloucefter. Itisclearfrom of Cherts, boxes and flaves." — tVocd's 

his defcription that he faw at Saco the New Eng. Fro/peH, 1634, Prince Soc 

hickory, Carya porcina, commonly ed., p. 19, 

known as the pig-nut or broom hickorv. The faflafras, Sajfafras officinale. Is 

He probably law likewife the fliag-barlt, indigenous to this continent, and has a 

Carya alba, as both are found growing fplcy, aromatic flavor, efpecially the baric 

wild there even at the prefent day. — and root It was In great repute as a 

medicine 
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chief of this place is named Quiouhamenec, who came to 
fee us with a neighbor of his, named Cohoiiepech, whom 
we entertained fumptuoufly. Onemechin, chief of Choiia- 
coet, came alfo to fee us, to whom we gave a coat, which he, 
however, did not keep a long time, but made a prefent of 
it to another, fmce he was uneafy in it, and could not adapt 
himfelf to it. We faw alfo a favage here, who had fo 
wounded himfelf in the foot, and loft fo much blood, that 
he fell down in a fwoon. Many others furrounded him, and 
fang fome time before touching him. Afterwards, they made 
fome motions with their feet and hands, (hook his head and 
breathed upon him, when he came to himfelf. Our furgeon 
dreflfed his wounds, when he went off in good fpirits. 

The next day, as we were calking our ftiallop, Sieur de 
Poutrincourt in the woods noticed a number of favages who 
were going, with the intention of doing us fome mifchief, 
to a little ftream, where a neck connects with the main land, 
at which our party were doing their wafhing. As I was 
walking along this neck, thefe favages noticed me ; and, in 

order 

medicine for a long time after the dif- Oaks, chefnes^ of which feveral of the 

covery of this country. Cargoes of it larger fpecies may have been feen : as, 

were often taken home by the early the white oak, Quercus alba; black oak, 

voyagers for the Em-opean markets ; and Quercus tin^oria; fcarlet oak, Quercus 

it IS laid to have fold as hieh as fifty coccinea; and red oak, Quercus rubra. 
livres per pound. Dr. Jacob Bigelow Afli«-trees,/r^^j', probably the white 

fays a work entitled " Saflafrafologia " a(h, Fraxinus Americana^ and not un- 

was written to celebrate its virtues ; but likely the black a(h, Fraxinus fambuci- 

its properties are only thofe of warm afo- folia^ both valuable as timber, 
matics. Joffelyn defcribes it, and adds Beech-trees, hejlres^ of which there is 

that it does not "grow beyond Black but a fmgle fpecies, Fa^us ferruginea^ 

Point eailward," which is a few miles the American beech, a liandfome tree, 

north-eafl of Old Orchard Beach, near of fymmetrical growth, and clean, 

Saco, in Maine. It is met with now fmooth, a(h-gray bark : the nut, of trian- 

infrequently in New England: feveral gular fhape, is fweet and palatable. The 

fpecimens, however, may be feen in the wood is brittle, and ufed only for a few 

Granary Burial Ground in Boilon. purpofes. 
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dance again. This they did in a circle, putting all their 
arms in the middle. But they had hardly commenced, when 
they obferved Sieur de Poutrincourt in the wood with eight 
mufketeers, which frightened them. Yet they did not ftop 
until they had finifhed their dance, when they withdrew in 
all dire6lions, fearing left fome unpleafant turn might be 
ferved them. We faid nothing to them, however, and (howed 
them only demonftrations of gladnefs. Then we returned to 
launch our ftiallop, and take our departure. They entreated 
us to wait a day, faying that more than two thoufand of them 
would come to fee us. But, unable to lofe any time, we were 
unwilling to (lay here longer. I am of opinion that their 
objedl was to furprife us. Some of the land was already 
cleared up, and they were conftantly making clearings. Their 
mode of doing it is as follows : after cutting down the trees 
at the diftance of three feet from the ground, they burn the 
branches upon the trunk, and then plant their com between 
thefe ftumps, in courfe of time tearing up alfo the roots. 
There are likewife fine meadows here, capable of fupporting 
a large number of cattle. This harbor is very fine, contain- 
ing water enough for veffels, and affording a (helter from the 
weather behind the iflands. It is in latitude 43**, and we 
gave it the name of Le Beauport.^ 

The laft day of September we fet out from Beauport, 
and, pafling Cap St. Louis, ftood on our courfe all night 
for Cap Blanc.^ In the morning, an hour before daylight, 

we 

*^ Le Beauport. The latitude of Ten- *" The reader may be reminded that 

Pound Ifland, near where the French Cap St. Louis is Brant Point; Cap 

barque was anchored in the Harbor of Blanc is Cape Cod ; and Baye Blanche 

Gloucefter, is 42° 36^ 5". is Cape Cod Bay. 
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we found ourfelves to the lee\^-ard of Cap Blanc, in Baye 
Blanche, with eight feet of w-ater, and at a diftance ctf a 
league from the fhore. Here we anchored, in order not to 
approach too near before daylight, and to fee how the tide 
was. Meanwhile, we fent our (hallop to make foundings. 
Only eight feet of water were found, fo that it was necef&iy 
to determine before daylight what we would do. The water 
fank as low as five feet, and our barque fomedmes touched 
on the fand, yet without any injur}', for the water was calm, 
and we had not lefs than three feet of water under us. 
Then the tide began to rife, which gax-e us encouragement 

When it was day, we faw a ver}- low, fandy Ihore, off which 
we were, and more to the leeward. A (hallop was fent to make 
foundings in the direction of land fomewhat high, where we 
thought there would be deep water ; and, in facl, we found feven 
fathoms. Here we anchored, and at once got ready the flial- 
lop, with nine or ten men to land and examine a place where 
we thought there was a good harbor to ftielter ourfelves in, 
if the wind (hould increafe. An examination having been 
made, we entered in two, three, and four fathoms of wrater. 
When we were infide, we found five and fix. There were 
many very good oyfters here, which we had not feen before, 
and we named the place Port aux Huiftres.^ It is in lati- 
tude 

**» Le Port aux Hui/lres, Oyfter the inattention of their pilot, or all thcfe 
Harbor. The reader will obferve, by together, they had paiTed to the leeward 
looking back a few fentences in the nar- of the point aimed at, and before mom- 
rative. that the French coalters, after ing found themfelves near a harbor, 
leaving Cap St Louis, that is, Brant which they fubfequently entered, in 
Point, had aimed to double Cape Cod. Cape Cod 'Bay. It is plain that this 
and had directed their courfe, as they port, which they named 0\-fter Harbor, 
fuppofed, to accomplilh this purix)fe. was cither that of Wellfleet or Barn- 
Owing, however, to the ftrength of the liable. The former, it will be remem- 
wind, or the darknefs of the night, or bered, Champlain, with De Monts, 

entered 
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tude 42^. Three canoes of favages came out to us. On 
this day, the wind coming round in our favor, we weighed 
anchor to go to Cap Blanc, diftant from here five leagues 
north a quarter north-eaft, and we doubled the cape. 

On the next day, the 2d of 06lober, we arrived off Malle- 
barre,^ where we flayed fome time on account of the bad 
weather. During this time, Sieur de Poutrincourt, with the 
fhallop, accompanied by twelve or fifteen men, vifited the 
harbor, where fome hundred and fifty favages, fmging and 

dancing 



entered the preceding year, 1605, 
and named it, or the river that flows 
into it, St. Suzanne du Cap Blanc. — 
Vide antea^ note i66. It is obvious 
that Champlain could not have entered 
this harbor the fecond time without rec- 
ognizing it ; and, if he had done fo, he 
would not have given to it a name en- 
tirely different from that which he had 
given it the year before. He was too 
careful an obferver to fall into fuch an 
extraordinary miflake. We may con- 
clude, therefore, that the port in queftion 
was not Wellfleet, but Bamftable. This 
concluflon is fuflained by the conditions 
mentioned in the text. They entered, 
on a flood-tide, in twelve, eighteen, and 
twenty-four feet of water, and found 
thirty or thirty-fix when they had paffed 
into the harbor. It could hardly be ex- 
pelled that any harbor among the fhift- 
ing fands of Cape Cod would remain 
precifely the fame, as to depth of water, 
after the lapfe of two hundred and fifty 
years. Neverthelefs, the difcrepancy 
IS fo flight in this cafe, that it would 
feem to be accidental, rather than to 
arife from the folidity or fixednefs of the 
harbor-bed. The channel of Barnflable 
Harbor, according to the Coafl Survey 
Charts, varies in depth at low tide, for 
two miles outfide of Sandy Neck Point, 
from feven to ten feet for the firll mile, 



and for the next mile from ten feet to 
thirty-two on reaching Beach Point, 
which may be confldered the entrance 
of the bay. On paffing the Point, we 
have thirty-fix and a half feet, and for a 
mile inward the depth varies from twelve 
to twenty feet Add a few feet for the 
rife of the tide on which they entered, 
and the depth of the water in 1606 could 
not have been very different from that 
of to-day. The " low fandy coafl " which 
they faw is well reprefented by Spring 
Hill Beach and Sandy Neck ; tne *^ land 
fomewhat high," by the range of hills in 
the rear of Barnflable Harbor. The 
diflance from the mouth of the harbor 
to Wood End light, the nearefl point on 
Cape Cod, does not vary more than a 
league, and its diredlion is about that 
mentioned by Champlain. The differ- 
ence in latitude is not greater than 
ufual. It is never fufficiently exa6l for 
the identification of any locality. The 
fubflantial agreement, in fo many partic- 
ulars with the narrative of the author, 
renders it quite clear that the Port aux 
Hui/tres was Barnflable Harbor. They 
entered it on the morning of the ifl of 
06lober, and appear to have left on the 
fame day. Sandy Neck li^ht, at the 
entrance of the harbor, is m latitude 

41° 43' 19"- 

Naufet Harbor. 
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dancing according to their cuftom, appeared before him. 
After feeing this place, we returned to our veflel, and, the 
wind coming favorable, failed along the coaft towards the 
fouth. 

CHAPTER XIV. 

Continuation of thb above Discoveries, and what was obskrveo 
OP Particui:,ar Importance. 

■ HEN we were fome fix leagues from Mallebarre, 
we anchored near the coaft, the wind not being 
fair, along which we obferved columns of fmoke 
made by the favages, which led us to determine 
to go to them, for which purpofe the Ihallop 
was made ready. But when near the coaft, which is fandy, 
we could not land, for the fwell was too great Seeing this, 
the favages launched a canoe, and came out to us, eight or 
nine of them, finging and making figns of their joy at feeing 
us, and they indicated to us that lower down there was a 
harbor where we could put our barque in a place of fecurity. 
Unable to land, the fliallop came back to the barque ; and the 
favages, whom we had treated civilly, returned to the fhore. 

On the next day, the wind being favorable, we continued 
our courfe to the north ^'^ five leagues, and hardly had we 
gone this diftance, when we found three and four fathoms of 
water at a diftance of a league and a half from the fliore. 
On going a little farther, the depth fuddenly diminiflied to a 
fathom and a half and two fathoms, which alarmed us, fmce 



^ Clearly a miftake. Champlain here whereas, the whole conlext fliows that 
lays they "continued their courfe north," they muft have gone fouth. 
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we faw the fea breaking all around, but no paffage by which 
we could retrace our courfe, for the wind was diredlly con- 
trary. 

Accordingly being (hut in among the breakers and fand- 
banks, we had to go at hap-hazard where there feemed to be 
the moft water for our barque, which was at mofl only four 
feet : we continued among thefe breakers until we found as 
much as four feet and a half. Finally, we fucceeded, by the 
grace of God, in going over a fandy point running out nearly 
three leagues feaward to the fouth-fouth-eaft, and a very dan- 
gerous place.^" Doubling this cape, which we named Cap 
Batturier,^" which is twelve or thirteen leagues from Malle- 
barre,^^^ we anchored in two and a half fathoms of water, 
fince we faw ourfelves furrounded on all fides by breakers 
and ftioals, except in fome places where the fea was breaking 

but 



*^^ "The £mdy point runnine out 
nearly three leagues " was evidently the 
iilana of Monomoy, or its reprefentative, 
which at that time may have been only a 
continuation of the main land. Cham- 
plain does not delineate on his map an 
ifland, but a fand-bank nearly in the 
fhape of an ifofceles triangle, which ex- 
tends far to the fouth-eaft. Very great 
changes have undoubtedly taken place 
on this part of the coafl fince the viflt 
of Champlain. The fand-bar figured 
by him has apparently been fwept from 
the fouth-eaft round to the fouth-weft, 
and is perhaps not very much changed 
in its general features except as to its 
pofition. " We know from our ftudies 
of fuch (hoals," fays Prof. Mitchell, Chief 
of Phyfical Hydrography, U. S. Coaft 
Survey, " that the relative order of banks 
and beaches remains about the fame, 
however the fyftem as a whole may 



change its location." — Mafs, Harbor 
Commiffioners^ Report^ 1873, P* 99* 

"^ Batturier, This word is an ad- 
je6live, formed with the proper termina- 
tion from the noun, batture^ which means 
a bank upon which the fea beats, reef or 
fand-bank. Cap Batturier may there- 
fore be rendered fand-bank cape, or the 
cape of th e fand-banks . Batturier does 
not appear in the didlionaries, and was 
doubUefs coined bv Champlain himfelf, 
as he makes, fartner on, the adjeftive 
truitiire, in the expreflion la riviere 
truitilre^ from the noun, truite. 

*" The diftances here given appear 
to be greatly overftated. From Naufet 
to the fouthern point of Monomoy, as it 
is to-day, the diftance is not more than 
fix leagues. But, as the fea was rough, 
and they were apparently much delayed, 
the diftance mignt naturally enough be 
overeftimated. 
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but little. The (hallop was fent to find a channel, in order 
to go to a place, which we concluded to be that which the 
favages had indicated. We alfo thought there was a river 
there, where we could lie in fecurity. 

When our (hallop arrived there, our party landed and 
examined the place, and, returning with a favage whom they 
brought off, they told us that we could enter at full tide, 
which was refolved upon. We immediately weighed anchor, 
and, under the guidance of the favage who piloted us, pro- 
ceeded to anchor at a roadftead before the harbor, in fix 
fathoms of water and a good bottom ; ^" for we could not 
enter, as the night overtook us. 

On the next day, men were fent to fet (lakes at the end of 
a fand-bank ^^ at the mouth of the harbor, when, the tide 
rifing, we entered in two fathoms of water. When we had 
arrived, we praifed God for being in a place of fafety. Our 
rudder had broken, which we had mended with ropes ; but 
we were afraid that, amid thefe (hallows and ftrong tides, it 
would break anew, and we (hould be lod. Within this har- 
bor ^^* there is only a fathom of water, and two at full tide. 
On the eaft, there is a bay extending back on the north 
fome three leagues,"^ in which there is an ifland and two 

other 

"* The anchorage was in Chatham of Orleans. By comparing Champlain's 

Roads, or Old Stage Harbor. map of Port Fortune with modern charts, 

"* Harding's Beach Point. it will be feen that the "bay extending 

^® They were now in Stage Harbor, back on the north fome three leagues " 
in Chatham, to which Champlain, farther terminated, in 1606, a little below Chat- 
on, gives the name of Port Fortune. ham Old Harbor. The ifland on Cham- 

^^ This is the narrow bay that plain's map marked G. was a little above 

(Iretches from Morris Ifland to the the harbor, but has been entirely fwept 

north, parallel with the fea, feparated away, together with the neck north of 

from it only by a fand-bank, and now it, reprelented on Champlain's map as 

reaching beyond Chatham into the town covered with trees. The bay now ex- 
tends, 
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other little bays which adorn the landfcape, where there is 
a confiderable quantity of land cleared up, and many little 
hills, where they cultivate corn and the various grains on 
which they live. There are, alfo, very fine vines, many wal- 
nut-trees, oaks, cypreffes, but only a few pines.^^® All the 
inhabitants of this place are very fond of agriculture, and 
provide themfelves with Indian corn for the winter, which 
they ftore in the following manner : — 

They make trenches in the fand on the flope of the hills, 
fome five to fix feet deep, more or lefs. Putting their corn 
and other grains into large grafs facks, they throw them into 
thefe trenches, and cover them with fand three or four feet 
above the fiirface of the earth, taking it out as their needs 
require. In this way, it is preferved as well as it would be 

poflible to do in our granaries.^^® 

We 

tends, as we have ilated above, into the exteniively in nearly every part of the 

town of Orleans. The ifland G, known world where the climate is fuitable. 

in modem times as Ram Ifland, difap- Champlain is the firil who has left a rec- 

pearedin 1851, although it dill continued ord of the method of its cultivation in 

to figure on Walling's map of 1858. New England, vide antea, p. 64, and 

The two other little bays mentioned in of its prefervation through the winter, 

the text fcarcely appear on Champlain*s The Pilgrims, in 1620, found it depofited 

map ; and he mav have inadvertently by the Indians in the ground after the 

included in this Day the two that are manner defcribed in the text. Bradford 

farther north, viz. Crow's Pond and fays they found " heaps of fand newly 

Pleafant Bay, although they do not fall padled with their hands, which they, 

within the limits of his map. digging up, found in them diverce faire 

"' Vide antea, notes 168, 204, 205. Inoean bafkets filled with come, and 

**• Indian com, Zea mays, is a plant fome in eares, faire and good, of diverce 

of American origin. Columbus faw it collours, which feemed to them a very 

among the natives of the Wefl Indies, goodly fight, haveing never feen any 

"a fort of grain thev call Mais, which fuch before." — His. Plym. Plantation^ 

was well tafled, balc'd, or dry'd and p. 82. Squanto taught the Englifh how 

made into flour." — Vide Hijlory of the to "fet it, and after how to drefs and 

Life and A^Hons of Chris. Columbus tend it" — Idem^ p. 100. 

by his Son Ferdinand Columbus^ " The women," fays Roger Williams, 

ChurchilVs Voyages, Vol. II. p. 510. ** fet or plant, weede, and hill, and gather 

It is now cultivated more or lefs and barne all the come and Fmites of 

16 the 
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We faw in this place fome five to fix hundred favages, all 

naked 

Champlain's Explanation of the accompanying Map. 

PoKT Foktun£ 
Th4 figurts indicate fmtkams ef waUr. 

A. Pond of fait water.^ B, Cabins of the favages and the lands they cultivate. 
C. Meadows where there are two little brooks. C. Meadows on the iiland, that 
are covered at every tide.' D. Small mountain ranges on the ifland, that are cov- 
ered with trees, vines, and plum-trees.* E. Pond of frefli water, where there is 
plenty of game ^ /'\ A kind of meadow on the ifland.* G. An ifland covered 
with wood in a great arm of the fea.* H, A fort of pond of fait water, where 
there are many fliell-fifli, and, among others, quantities of oyilers.^ /. Sandy 
downs on a narrow tongue of land. L, Arm of the fea. Af, Roadflead before 
the harbor where we anchored.* JV. Entrance to the harbor. O. The harbor 
and place where our barque was. P. The crofs we planted. Q. Little brook. 
/^. Mountain which is feen at a great diftance.* S. Sea-fliore. T. Little river. 
K Way we went in their country among their dwellings : it is indicated by 
fmall dots.^^ X. Banks and flioals. K Small mountain feen in the interior.^ 
Z. Small brooks. 9. Spot near the crofs where the favages killed our men.^ 

Notes. * This is now called Oyfler Pond. * The letter C appears twice in the 
index, but both are wanting on the map. The former feems to point to the mea- 
dows on the upper left-hana comer : the other fhould probably take the place of 
the (9 on the weftem part of the ifland above K • This range of hills is a 
marked feature of the ifland. * This pond is flill diflinguifhed for its game, and 
is leafed by gentlemen in Boflon and held as a preferve. * This is known as 
Morris Ifland ; but the flrait on the north of it has been filled up, and the ifland is 
now a part of the main land. * This ifland has been entirely ooliterated, and the 
neck on the north has likewife been fwept away, and the bay now extends feveral 
leagues farther north. The deftru^lion of the ifland was completed in 1851, in the 
gale that fwept away Minors Light. In 1847, it had an area of thirteen acres 
and an elevation of twenty feet — yide Harbor Com, Report^ 1873. ^ This is now 
called the Mill Pond. ^ Chathapi Roads, or Old St^e Harbor. * A moderate 
elevation, by no means a mountain in our fenfe of^the word. ^® The circuit 
here indicated is about four or five miles. Another path is indicated in the fame 
manner on the extreme northern end of the map, which fhows that their excur- 
fions had been extenflve. ^^ This is now called the Great Chatham Hill, and is 
a confpicuous landmark. ^' This is a creek up which the tide fets. The other 
brook figured on the map a little fouth of the crofs has been artificially filled 
up, but tne marfhes which it drained are flill to be feen. Thefe landmarks enable 
us to fix upon the locality of the crofs within a few feet. 



the field,'' and of drving the corn, he heapes and Mats many dayes, before 
adds, "which they doe carefully upon tliey barne it up, covering it up with 
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naked except their fexual parts, which they cover with a 
fmall piece of doe or feal-fkin. The women are alfo naked, 
and, like the men, cover theirs with fkins or leaves. They 
wear their hair carefully combed and twifted in various ways, 
both men and women, after the manner of the favages of 
Choiiacoet.^ Their bodies are well-proportioned, and their 
fkin olive-colored. They adorn themfelves with feathers, 
beads of fhell, and other gewgaws, which they arrange very 

neatly 

Mats at night, and opening when the of roots, as Jerufalem artichokes, and 

Sun is hot'* ground nuts, and other roots, and pom- 

The following are teflimonies as to pions, and fquafhes, and alfo feveral 

the ufe made by the natives of the In- forts of nuts or malls, as oak-acorns, 

dian com as food : — chefnuts, walnuts : Thefe huflced and 

" They brought with them in a thing dried, and powdered, they thicken their 

like a Bow-cale, which the principall of pottage therewith." — Htftorical Collec^ 

them had about his waft, a little of their tions of the Indians^ by Daniel Gookin, 

Come powdered to Powder, which put 1674, Bofton, 1792, p. 10. 

to a little water they eate." — Afourfs ^^ The chara«er of the Indian drefs, 

Relation^ London, 1622, Dexter's ed., as here defer ibed, does not differ widely 

p. 88. from that of a later period. — Viae 

" Giving vs a kinde of bread called by Afourfs Relation^ \(yn^ Dexter 's ed., 

ihtxsi Maizium^'* — Idemy'^. \o\. p. 135; Roger Williams's Key ^ 1643, 

"They feldome or never make bread TrnmbulPs ed., p. 143, et feq. ; Hijlary 

of their Indian come, but feeth it whole of New En^land^ by Edward Johnfon, 

like beanes, eating three or four comes 1654, Pooled ed., pp. 224, 225. 

with a mouthfull of fifli or flefli, fome- Champlain'sobfervations were made in 

times eating meate firft and cornes after, the autumn before the approach of the 

filling chinckes with their broth." — winter frofts. 

Wood^s New Eng. Profpe^l^ London, Thomas Morton, writing in 1632, 

1634, Prince Society*s ed., pp. 75, 76. fays that the mantle which the women 

"Nokekich. Parched meal, which is "ufe to cover their nakedneffe with is 

a readie very wholefome food, which much longer then that which the men 

they eate with a little water hot or cold : ufe ; for as the men haue one Deeres 

. . . With ^fpoonfull of this meale and fkinn, the women haue two foed to- 

a fpoonfuU ot water from the Brooke^ gether at the fiiU length, and it is fo 

have I made many a g;ood dinner and lardge that it trailes after them, like a 

fupper." — Roger yVilltams^s Key, hon- great Ladies trane, and in time," he 

don, 1643, Trumbull^s ed., pp. 39, 40. iportively adds, " I thinke they may 

"Their food is generally boiled maize, haue their Pages to beare them up." — 

or Indian com, mixed with kidney beans New Eng. Lanaan, 1632, in Force's 

or fometimes without . . . Alio they Trafts, Vol. II. p. 23. 
mix with the faid pottage feveral forts 
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neatly in embroidery work. As weapons, they have bows, 
arrows, and clubs. They are not fo much great hunters as 
good fifhermen and tillers of the land. 

In regard to their police, government, and belief, we have 
been unable to form a judgment ; but I fuppofe that they are 
not different in this refpe6l from our favages, the Souriquois 
and Canadians, who worfhip neither the moon nor the fun, 
nor any thing elfe, and pray no more than the beafb.*** 
There are, however, among them fome perfons who, as they 
fay, are in concert with the devil, in whom they have great 
faith. They tell them all that is to happen to them, but 
in fo doing lie for the moft part Sometimes they fucceed 
in hitting the mark very well, and tell them things (imilar 
to thofe which a<5lually happen to them. For this reafon, 
they have faith in them, as if they were prophets; while 
they are only impoftors who delude them, as the Egyptians 
and Bohemians do the fimple villagers. They have chiefs, 
whom they obey in matters of war, but not otherwife, and 
who engage in labor, and hold no higher rank than their 
companions. Each one has only fo much land as he needs 
for his fupport. 

Their dwellings are feparate from each other, according to 
the land which each one occupies. They are large, of a cir- 
cular (hape, and covered with thatch made of graffes or the 
hufks of Indian com.^ They are furnifhed only with a bed 

or 

*** This conclufion harmonizes with Winflow was at firft of the fame 
the opinion of Thomas Morton, who opinion, but afterward faw caufe for 




at all." — New Eng. Canaan, 1632, in Trumbull's ed., p. 159. 
Force's Trails, Vol. II. p. 21. *^ " Their houfes, or wigwams," fays 

Gookin, 
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or two, raifed a foot from the ground, made of a number of 
little pieces of wood preffed againft each other, on which 
they arrange a reed mat, after the Spanifli ftyle, which is a 
kind of matting two or three fingers thick : on thefe they 
fleep.^ They have a great many fleas in fummer, even in 
the fields* One day as we went out walking, we were befet 
by fo many of them that we were obliged to change our 
clothes. 

All the harbors, bays, and coafts from Choiiacoet are filled 
with every variety of fifli, like thofe which we have before 
our habitation, and in fuch abundance that I can confidently 
affert that there was not a day or night when we did not fee 
and hear pafs by our barque more than a thoufand porpoifes, 
which were chafing the fmaller fry. There are alfo many 
fhell-fifh of various forts, principally oyfters. Game birds are 
very plenty. 

It 



Gookin, " are built with fmall poles fixed 
in the ground, bent and faflened together 
with barks of trees, oval or arborwife on 
the top. The beft fort of their houfes 
are covered very neatly, tight, and warm 
with the bark of trees, ilripped from 
their bodies at fuch feafons when the 
fap is up ; and made into great flakes 
with preffures of weighty timbers, when 
they are green ; and fo becoming dry, 
they will retain a form fuitable for the 
ufe they prepare them for. The meaner 
fort of wigwams are covered with mats 
they make of a kind of bulrufh, which 
are alfo indifferent tight and warm, but 
not fo good as the former." — Vide 
Hiftorical Colle^lions^ 1674, Boflon, 

1792, £• 9- 
*"• The confhnidlion of the Indian 

couch, or bed, at a much later period 

may be feen by the following excerpts : 



•* So we defired to ^e to reft : he layd vs 
on the bed with himfelfe and his wife, 
they at one end and we at the other, it 
being only plancks layd a foot from the 
ground, and a thin mat upon them." — 
Afourfs Relation^ London, 1622, Dex- 
ter's ed., pp. 107, 108. " In their wig- 
wams, they make a kind of couch or 
mattreffes, firm and fhx>ng, raifed about 
a foot high from the earth ; firfl covered 
with boards that thev fplit out of trees ; 
and upon the hozios they fpread mats 
generally, and fometimes bear fldns and 
deer fkins. Thefe are large enough for 
three or four petfons to lodge upon : 
and one may either draw nearer or keep 
at a more diflance from the heat of the 
fire, as they pleafe ; for their mattreffes 
are fix or eight feet broad." — Cookings 
Hiftorical Collections^ 1674, Boflon, 
1792, p. 10. 
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It would be an excellent place to ere<5l bufldings and lay 
the foundations of a State, if the harbor were fomewhat deeper 
and the entrance fafer. Before leaving the harbor, the rudder 
was repaired ; and we had fome bread made from flour, which 
we had brought for our fubfiftence, in cafe our bifcuit (hould 
give out Meanwhile, we fent the fliallop with five or fix men 
and a favage to fee whether a paffage might be found more 
favorable for our departure than that by which we had en- 
tered. 

After they had gone five or fix leagues and were near the 
land, the favage made his efcape,**^ fince he was afraid of being 
taken to other favages farther fouth, the enemies of his tribe, 
as he gave thofe to underftand who were in the fhallop. 
The latter, upon their return, reported that, as i^r as they 
had advanced, there were at lead three fathoms of water, and 
that farther on there were neither (hallows nor reefs. 

We accordingly made hafte to repair our barque, and make 
a fupply of bread for fifteen days. Meanwhile, Sieur de 
Poutrincourt, accompanied by ten or twelve arquebufiers, 
vifited all the neighboring country, which is very fine, as I 
have faid before, and where we faw here and there a large 
number of little houfes. 

Some eight or nine days after, while Sieur de Poutrincourt 
was walking out, as he had previoufly done,^ we obferved the 
favages taking down their cabins and fending their women, 
children, provifions, and other neceffaries of life into the 

woods. 

^^ This exploration appears to hav^ "^ On the map of Port Fortuntf, or 

extended about as far as Point Gam- Chatham, the courfe of one of thefe 

mon, where, being " near the land," excurfions is marked by a dotted line, 

their Indian guide left them, as dated to which the reader is referred. — Vide 

in the text. notes on the map of Port Fortune. 
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woods. This made us fufpeft fome evil intention, and that 
they purpofed to attack thofe of our company who were work- 
ing on fliore, where they flayed at night in order to guard 
that which could not be embarked at evening except with 
much trouble. This proved to be true ; for they determined 
among themfelves, after all their effe6ls had been put in a 
place of fecurity, to come and furprife thofe on land, taking 
advantage of them as much as poflible, and to carry off all 
they had. But, if by chance they fhould find them on their 
guard, they refolved to come with figns of friendfhip, as 
they were wont to do, leaving behind their bows and arrows. 

Now, in view of what Sieur de Poutrincourt had feen, and 
the order which it had been told him they obferved when 
they wifhed to play fome bad trick, when we paffed by fome 
cabins, where there was a large number of women, we 
gave them fome bracelets and rings to keep them quiet and 
free from fear, and to moft of the old and diftinguifhed men 
hatchets, knives, and other things which they defired. This 
pleafed them greatly, and they repaid it all in dances, gam- 
bols, and harangues, which we did not underfland at all. We 
went wherever we chofe without their having the affurance 
to fay any thing to us. It pleafed us greatly to fee them 
fhow themfelves fo fimple in appearance. 

We returned very quietly to our barque, accompanied by 
fome of the favages. On the way, we met feveral fmall 
troops of them, who gradually gathered together with their 
arms, and were greatly aflonifhed to fee us so far in the in- 
terior, and did not fuppofe that we had juft made a circuit of 
nearly four or five leagues about their territory. Pafling 
near us, they trembled with fear, lefl harm fhould be done 

them, 
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men were, whom they found afleep, except one, who was 
near the fire. When they faw them in this condition, they 
came, to the number of four hundred, foftly over a little hill, 
and fent them fuch a volley of arrows that to rife up was 
death. Fleeing the beft they could towards our barque, 
fhouting, " Help! they are killing usi" a part fell dead in the 
water; the others were all pierced with arrows, and one 
died in confequence a fhort time after. The favages made 
a defperate noife with roarings, which it was terrible to hear. 
Upon the occurrence of this noife and that of our men, the 
fentinel, on our veffel, exclaimed, " To arms I They are kill- 
ing our men ! " Confequently, each one immediately feized 
his arms ; and we embarked in the fliallop, fome fifteen or 
(ixteen of us, in order to go afhore. But, being unable to 
get there on account of a fand-bank between us and the land, 
we threw ourfelves into the water, and waded from this bank 

to 



Chamflain's Explanation op the accompanying Map. 

Thb Attack at Post FortukA. 
Tlu figurtt i$uUcaU fatkomi ^ waUr, 

A. Place where the French were making bread. B, The lavages furprifing the 
French, and (hooting their arrows at them. C. French burned by the favages. D. 
The French fleeing to the barque, completely covered with arrows. E, Troops 
of (avages burning the French whom they had killed. F. Mountain bordering on 
the harbor. G, Cabins of the favages. H, French on the fliore charging upon 
the favages. /. Savages routed by the French. L. Shallop in which were 
the French. M, Savages around our (hallop, who were furprifed by our men. 
N. Barque of Sieur de Poutrincourt. O. The harbor. P, Small brook. 
Q, French who fell dead in the water as they were trying to flee to the barque. 
R, Brook coming from certain marflies. S, Woods under cover of which the 
lavages came. 

17 
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to the fliore, the diftance of a mufket-fliot As foon as we 
were there, the favages, feeing us within arrow range, fled 
into the interior. To purine them was fruitlefs, for they are 
mar\'elloufly fmft All that we could do was to cany away 
the dead bodies and bur)' them near a crofs, which had been 
fet up the day before, and then to go here and there to fee 
if we could get fight of any of them. But it was time wafted, 
therefore we came back. Three hours afterwards, they re- 
turned to us on the fea-fhore. We difcharged at them feveral 
fhots from our little brafs cannon; and, when they heard 
the noife, they crouched down on the ground to avoid the 
fire. In mockery of us, they beat do\«ii the crofs and difin- 
terred the dead, which difpleafed us greatly, and caufed us to 
go for them a fecond time ; but they fled, as they had done 
before. We fet up again the crofs, and reinterred the dead, 
whom they had thrown here and there amid the heath, where 
they kindled a fire to burn them. We returned without any 
refult, as we had done before, well a^^-are that there was 
fcarcely hope of avenging ourfelves this time, and that we 
fhould have to renew the undertaking when it fhould pleafe 
God. 

On the 1 6th of the month, we fet out from Port Fortune, 
to which we had given this name on account of the mif- 
fortune which happened to us there. This place is in lati- 
tude 41** 20', and fome twelve or thirteen leagues from 

Mallebarre.^ 

CHAPTER XV. 

*» Port Fortune, perhaps here ufed Harbor in Chatham is 4 1* \Df. The 
to fignify the port of chance or hazard: diAance from Mallebarre or Xaufet to 
reterring: particularly to the dane:ers Port Fortun<5, or Stage Harbor, by 
they encountered in palling round Mon- water round the Ibuthem point of Mon- 
omoy to reach it The latitude of Stage omoy, is at the prefent time about nine 

leagues. 
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CHAPTER XV. 

The Inclemency op the Weather not permitting us at that Time 

TO CONTINUE OUR DISCOVERIES, WE RESOLVED TO RETURN TO OUR SeT- 
TLEBfENT. WhAT HAPPENED TO US UNTIL WE REACHED IT. 




FTER having gone fome fix or feven leagues, we 
fighted an ifland, which we named La Soup9on- 
neufe,^ becaufe in the diftance we had feveral 
times thought it was not an ifland. Then the 
wind became contrary, which caufed us to put 
back to the place whence we had fet out, where we flayed 
two or three days, no favage during this time prefenting him- 
felf to us. 

On the 20th, we fet out anew and coafted along to the 
fouth-weft nearly twelve leagues,^ where we pafled near a 
river which is fmall and difficult of accefs in confequence of 
the fhoals and rocks at its mouth, and which I called after 
my own name.^ This coafl: is, fo far as we faw, low and 

fandy. 

leagues. The diftance may poilibly 
have been greater in 1606, or Cham- 
plain may have increafed the diftance 
Dy giving a wide berth to Monomoy in 
pamng round it. 

^^ La Soupqonmu/e, the doubtful. 
Martha's Vineyard. Champlain and 
Poutrincourt, in the little French barque, 
lying low on the water, creeping along 
tne ftiore from Chatham to Point Gam- 
mon, could hardly fail to be doubtful 
whether Martha's Vineyard were an 
ifland or a part of the main land. Lef- 
carbot, fpeaking of it, fays, et fut ap- 
pelie VIU Douteufe, 



"• Nearly twelve leagues in a fouth- 
wefterly dire6lion from their anchorage 
at Stage Harbor in Chatham would 
bring them to Nobfka Point, at the en- 
trance of the Vineyard Sound. This 
was the limit of Champlain's explora- 
tions towards the fouth. 

** " Called after my own name," viz. 
Rivilre de Champlain, — Vide map, 1612. 
This river appears to be a tidal paftage 
connefling the Vineyard Sound and 
Buzzard's Bay, having Nonameftet 
and Uncatena Iftands on the fouth-weft, 
and Noblka Point, Wood's Holl, and 
Long Neck on the north-eaft. On our 

Coaft 
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fandy. The wind again grew contrary and very ftrong, which 
caufed us to put out to fea, as we were unable to advance on 
one tack or the other : it, however, finally abated a little and 
grew favorable. But all we could do was to return again to 
Port Fortune, where the coaft, though low, is fine and good, 
yet difficult of accefs, there being no harbors, many reefs, 
and shallow water for the diflance of nearly two leagues 
from land. The moft that we found was feven or eight 
fathoms in fome channels, which, however, continued only 
a cable's length, when there were fuddenly only two or three 
fathoms; but one fhould not truft the water who has not 
well examined the depth with the lead in hand. 

Some hours after we had returned to port, a fon of Pont 
Grav6, named Robert, loft a hand in firing a mufket, which 
burft in feveral pieces, but without injuring any one near 
him. 

Seeing now the wind continuing contrary, and being un- 
able to put to fea, we refolved meanwhile to get poflTeflion of 
fome favages of this place, ind, taking them to our fettlement, 
put them to grinding com at the hand-mill, as punifhment 
for the deadly aflault which they had committed on five or 
fix of our company. But it was very difficult to do this when 
we were armed, fince, if we went to them prepared to fight, 

they 



Coaft Survey Charts, it is called Hadley 
River, Its length is nearly two miles, 
in a winding courfe. The mouth of 
this paftage is full of boulders, and in a 
receaing tide the current is rough and 
boifterous, and would anfwer well to the 
defcription in the text, as no other river 
does on the coaft from Chatham to 
Wood's Holl. On the fmall French 



barque, elevated but a little above the 
furface of the water, its fource in Buz- 
zard's Bay could not be difcovered, ef- 
pecially if they paffed round Nobflca 
Point, under the lee of which they prob- 
ably obtained a view of the "moals 
and rocks " which they faw at the mouUi 
of the river. 
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they would turn and flee into the woods, where they were not 
to be caught. It was neceflary, accordingly, to have recourfe 
to artifice, and this is what we planned : when they fhould 
come to feek friendfliip with us, to coax them by fhowing 
them beads and other gewgaws, and aflure them repeatedly 
of our good faith ; then to take the fhallop well armed, and 
conduct on fhore the moft robuft and ftrong men we had, 
each one having a chain of beads and a fathom of match on 
his arm ; ^ and there, while pretending to fmoke with them 
(each one having an end of his match lighted fo as not to 
excite fufpicion, it being cuftomary to have fire at the end 
of a cord in order to light the tobacco), coax them with 
pleafing words fo as to draw them into the fhallop; and, 
if they fhould be unwilling to enter, each one approaching 
fhould choofe his man, and, putting the beads about his 
neck, fhould at the fame time put the rope on him to draw 
him by force. But, if they fhould be too boifterous, and it 
fhould not be poflible to fucceed, they fhould be flubbed, the 
rope being firmly held ; and, if by chance any of them fhould 
get away, there fhould be men on land to charge upon them 
with fwords. Meanwhile, the little cannon on our barque 
were to be kept ready to fire upon their companions in cafe 
they fhould come to aflift them, under cover of which fire- 
arms 

was difcharged by means of a notched 
wheel of fteel, fo arranged that its fric- 
tion, when in motion, uirew fparks of 
fire into the pan that contained the 
powder. The fnaphance was a flight 
improvement upon the wheel-lock. The 
flint-lock followed, now half a centurv 
flnce fuperfeded by the percuflion locK 
and cap. 



•* A fathom of match on his arm. 
This was a rope, made of the tow of 
hemp or flax, loofely twilled, and pre- 
pared to retain the fire, fo that, when 
once lighted, it would bum till the whole 
was confumed. It was employed in 
connedlion with the match-lock, the 
arm then in common ufe. The wheel- 
lock followed in order of time, which 
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arms the fhallop could withdraw in fecurity. The plan 
above-mentioned was well carried out as it had been ar- 
ranged. 

Some days after thefe events had tranfpired, there came 
favages by threes and fours to the fhore, making figns to us 
to go to them. But we faw their main body in ambufcade 
under a hillock behind fome bufhes, and I fuppofe that they 
were only defirous of beguiling us into the fhallop in order 
to difcharge a fhower of arrows upon us, and then take to 
flight Neverthelefs, Sieur de Poutrincourt did not hefi- 
tate to go to them with ten of us, well equipped and deter- 
mined to fight them, if occafion offered. We landed at a 
place beyond their ambufcade, as we thought, and where 
they could not furprife us. There three or four of us went 
afhore together with Sieur de Poutrincourt : the others did 
not leave the fhallop, in order to prote6l it and be ready for 
an emergency. We afcended a knoll and went about the 
woods to fee if we could not difcover more plainly the am- 
bufcade. When they faw us going fo unconcernedly to 
them, they left and went to other places, which we could not 
fee, and of the four favages we faw only two, who went away 
very flowly. As they withdrew, they made figns to us to 
take our fhallop to another place, thinking that it was not 
favorable for the carrying out of their plan. And, when we 
alfo faw that they had no defire to come to us, we re-embarked 
and went to the place they indicated, which was the fecond 
ambufcade they had made, in their endeavor to draw us un- 
armed to themfelves by figns of friendfhip. But this we were 
not permitted to do at that time, yet we approached very 
near them without feeing this ambufcade, which we fup- 

pofed 
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pofed was not far off. As our fhallop approached the fhore, 
they took to flight, as alfo thofe in ambufh, after whom we 
fired fome mufket-fhots, fince we faw that their intention was 
only to deceive us by flattery, in which they were difap- 
pointed ; for we recognized clearly what their purpofe was, 
which had only mifchief in view. We retired to our barque 
after having done all we could. 

On the fame day, Sieur de Poutrincourt refolved to return 
to our fettlement on account of four or five fick and wounded 
men, whofe wounds were growing worfe through lack of 
falves, of which our furgeon, by a great miftake on his part, 
had brought but a fmall provifion, to the detriment of the 
fick and our own difcomfort, as the flench fi-om their wounds 
was fo great, in a little veffel like our own, that one could 
fcarcely endure it. Moreover, we were afraid that they would 
generate difeafe. Alfo we had provifions only for going 
eight or ten days farther, however much economy might be 
pra6lifed ; and we knew not whether the return would lafl as 
long as the advance, which was nearly two months. 

At any rate, our refolution being formed, we withdrew, but 
with the fatisfadlion that God had not left unpunifhed the 
mifdeeds of thefe barbarians.^* We advanced no farther 

than 



*^^ They did not capture any of the 
Indians, to be reduced to a fpecies of 
ilavery, as they intended ; but, as will 
appear further on, inhumanly butchered 
feveral of them, which would feem to 
have been an a6l of revenge rather than 
of punifhment. The intercourfe of the 
French with the natives of Cape Cod 
was, on the whole, lefs fatisfa6lory than 
that with the northern tribes along the 
fhores of Maine, New Brunfwick, and 



Nova Scotia. With the latter they had 
no hoftile conflifls whatever, although 
the Indians were fufficiently implacable 
and revengeful towards their enemies. 
Thofe inhaoiting the peninfula of Cape 
Cod, and as far north as Cape Anne, were 
more fufpicious, and had apparently 
lefs clear conceptions of perfonsd rights, 
efpecially the rights of property. Might 
and right were to them identical. What- 
ever they defired, they thought they had 
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than to latitude 41** 30', which was only half a degree farther 
than Sieur de Monts had gone on his voyage of difcov- 
ery.^ We fet out accordingly from this harbor. 

On the next day, we anchored near Mallebarre, where we 
remained until the 28th of the month, when we fet fail. 
On that day the air was very cold, and there was a little fnow. 
We took a dire6l courfe (or Norumbegue or Ifle Haute. 

Heading 

felves to their proviiions, the fruit of 
their rummer's toil, their dependence 
for the winter already upon them, with 
fo little ceremony and luch unfcnipu- 
lous felfiflinefs ; for fuch it muft have 
appeared to the Naufets in their iaiwzs^ 
and unenlightened (bsite. It is to be 
resetted that thefe excellent men, the 
Pilgrims, did not more fully compre- 
hend the moral character of their con- 
duct in this inftance. They loft at the 
outfet a golden opportunity for impref- 
fing upon the minds of the natives the 
great pra6lical principle enunciated by 
our Lord, the foundation of all gooa 
neighborhood, TLavra ovw otra hv Btkifn 
Iva iroiSxriv vyiiv ol SyBponroi^ oinro kcH 
vfi€'is TTowtTf avrois. Man^. vii. 12. — 
Vt'dg Bradford's Hi/i, Pfym, Plan- 
tation^ pp. 82, 83; Mounts Relation^ 
London, 1622, Dexter's ed., pp. 21, 22, 

30. 3 ^ 55- 
^ The latitude of Nobflca Point, the 

moft fouthern limit of their voyage, is 
41° 31', while the latitude of Naufet 
Harbor, the fouthern limit of that of 
De Monts on the previous year, 1605, 
is 41 ° 49'. They confequently advanced 
but 18', or eighteen nautical miles, fur- 
ther fouth than they did the year be- 
fore. Had they commenced this year's 
explorations where thofe of the preced- 
injX terminated, as Champlain had ad- 



a right to have, if they had the power 
or wit to obtain it. The French came 
in c )nta6l with only two of the many 
ful)ordinate tril^es that were in poflel- 
fion of the peninfula ; viz., the Monomoy- 
icks at Cnatham, and the Naufets at 
Eaftham. The confli6l in both inftances 
grew out of an attempt on the part 
of the natives to commit a petty theft. 
But it is quite podible that the invaHon 
of their territory by ftrangers, an un- 
pardonable offence amone civilized peo- 
ple, may have created a feeling of hof- 
tilitv that found a partial gratification 
in rfealing their property ; and, had not 
this occafion offered, the ftifled feeling 
of hoflility may have broken out in 
fome other form. In general, they were 
not fubfequently unfriendly in their in- 
tercourfe with the En^lifh. The Nau- 
fets were, however, the fame that fent 
a (hower of arrows upon the Pilgrims 
in 1620, at the place called by them the 
** Firll Kncounter," and not more than 
three miles from the Ibot where the 
fame tribe, in 1605, haa attacked the 
French, and flain one of De Monts's 
men. It muU, however, l)c faid that, be- 
fide the invaftou of their country, the Pil- 
grims had, fome days before, rifled the 
f^ranarifs of the natives dwelling a few 
miles north ot' the Naufets, and taken 
away wilhiuit leave a generous quantity 
of tluir winter's lupply (»f rorn ; and this 
n)iiy have inlpired them with a delirc 
to ne rid ol vilitors who helped them- 



vifed, they might have explored the 
whole co.iit as far as Long Ifland Sound. 
I 'Ue anUth pp- 109, no. 
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Heading eaft-north-eaft, we were two days at fea without fee- 
ing land, being kept back by bad weather. On the following 
night, we fighted the iflands, which are between Quinibequy 
and Norumbegue.^ The wind was fo ftrong that we were 
obliged to put to fea until daybreak ; but we went fo far from 
land, although we ufed very little fail, that we could not fee 
it again until the next day, when we faw Ifle Haute, of which 
we were abreaft. 

On the laft day of 06lober, between the Ifland of Monts 
Deferts and Cap Corneille,^ our rudder broke in feveral 
pieces, without our knowing the reafon. Each one ex- 
preffed his opinion about it. On the following night, with 
a frefh breeze, we came among a large number of iflands and 
rocks, whither the wind drove us ; and we refolved to take 
refuge, if poflible, on the firft land we fhould find. 

We were for fome time at the mercy of the wind and fea, 
with only the forefail fet. But the worft of it was that the 
night was dark, and we did not know where we were going ; 
for our barque could not be (leered at all, although we did 
all that was poflible, holding in our hands the fheets of the 
forefail, which fometimes enabled us to fteer it a little. We 
kept continually founding, to fee if it were poflible to find 
a bottom for anchoring, and to prepare ourfelves for what 
might happen. But we found none. Finally, as we were 
going fafter than we wiflied, it was recommended to put an 
oar aftern together with fome men, fo as to fteer to an ifland 
which we faw, in order to fhelter ourfelves from the wind. 
Two other oars alfo were put over the fides in the after part 

of 

■•• Between the Kennebec and Penobfcot. 
** Vide antea^ note 177. 

18 
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of the barque, to aflift thofe who were fleering, in order to 
make the veflel bear up on one tack and the other. This 
device ferved us fo well, that we headed where we wifhed, 
and ran in behind the point of the ifland we had feen, 
anchoring in twenty-one fathoms of water until daybreak, 
when we propofed to reconnoitre our pofition and feek for a 
place to make another rudder. The wind abated. At day- 
break, we found ourfelves near the Ifles Rangees,^ entirely 
furrounded by breakers, and we praifed Grod for having pre- 
ferved us fo wonderfully amid fo many perils. 

On the ill of November, we went to a place which we 
deemed favorable for beaching our veffel and repairing our 
helm. On this day, I landed, and faw fome ice two inches 
thick, it having frozen perhaps eight or ten days before. I 
obferved alfo that the temperature of the place differed very 
much from that of Mallebarre and Port Fortune ; for the 
leaves of the trees were not yet dead, and had not begun to 
fall when we fet out, while here they had all fallen, and it 
was much colder than at Port Fortune. 

On the next day, as we were beaching our barque, a canoe 
came containing Etechemin favages, who told the favage 
Secondon in our barque that louanifcou, with his compan- 
ions, had killed fome other favages, and carried off fome 
women as prifoners, whom they had executed near the Ifland 
of Monts Deferts. 

On the 9th of the month, we fet out from near Cap Cor- 
neille, and anchored the fame day in the little paffage ^ of 
Sainte Croix River. ^ 

^ IJles Ranghs, the fmall iflands «« Petit paffage de la RiuQre Sainde 
along the coaft fouth-weft of Machias. Croix^ the foutnern ftrait leading into 
Vide map of 161 2. Eaflport 
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On the morning of the next day, we landed our favage with 
fome fupplies which we gave him. He was well pleafed and 
fatisfied at having made this voyage with us, and took away 
with him fome heads of the favages that had been killed at 
Port Fortune.^ The fame day we anchored in a very 
pretty cove ^ on the fouth of the Ifland of Manan. 

On the 1 2th of the month, we made fail ; and, when under 

way, the fhallop, which we were towing aftern, ftruck againft 

our barque fo violently and roughly that it made an opening 

and ftove in her upper works, and again in the recoil broke 

the iron faftenings of our rudder. At firft, we thought that 

the firft blow had ftove in fome planks in the lower part, 

which would have funk us ; for the wind was fo high that all 

we could do was to carry our forefail. But finding that the 

damage was flight, and that there was no danger, we managed 

with ropes to repair the rudder as well as we could, fo as to 

ferve us to the end of our voyage. This was not until the 

14th of November, when, at the entrance to Port Royal, we 

came near being loft on a point ; but God delivered us from 

this danger as well as from many others to which we had 

been expofed.^ 

CHAPTER XVI. 



Eaflport Harbor. This anchorage ap- 
pears to have been in Quoddy Roads 
between Quoddy Head and Lubeck. 

^^ In reporting the ftratagem reforted 
to for decoying the Indians into the 
hands of the French at Port Fortune, 
Champlain pafTes over the details of the 
bloody encounter, doubtlefs to {pare 
himfelf and the reader the painful re- 
cord ; but its refults are here diftinflly 
ilated. Compare antea^ pp. 132, 133. 

*•* Sailing from Quoddv Head to 
Annapolis Bay, they would in their 



courfe pafs round the northern point of 
the Grand Manan ; and they probably 
anchored in Whale Cove, or perhaps 
in Long Ifland Bay, a little further 
fouth. Champlain's map Is fo oriented 
that both of thefe bays would appear to 
be on the fouth of the Grand Manan. 
Vide map of 161 2. 

*® Champlain had now completed his 
furvey fouth of the Bay of Fundy. He 
had traced the fliore-line with its fmuof- 
ities and its numberlefs iflands far be- 
yond the two didinguifhed headlands, 

Cape 
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CHAPTER XVL 

Rkturn frok the Forbooino Discoveries, and what transpirxd dos- 
iNO THE Winter. 

g PON our arrival, Lefcarbot, who had remained 
at the fettlement, affifted by the others who 
had flayed there, welcomed us with a humorous 
entertainment*" 

Having landed and had time to take breath, 
each one began to make little gardens, I among the reft 
attending to mine, in order in the fpring to fow feveral kinds 
of feeds which had been brought from France, and which 
grew very well in all the gardens. 

Sieur de Poutrincourt, moreover, had a water-mill built 
nearly a league and a half from our fettlement, near the 
point where grain had been planted. This mill *" was built 

at 



of Maine. The priority of thefe obfer- "" Lefcarbot, the author of a Hiftory 

vations, particularly with reference to of New France often referred to in our 

the habits, mode of life, and charafter notes, publilhed a volume entitled " Les 

of the aborigines, invells them with an Muses de la Novvelle France," in 

unufua! intereft and value. Anterior to which maybe found the play entitled Le 

the vifits of Champlain, the natives on Theatre DE Neptvne, which he com- 

this coalt had come in contafl with pofed 10 celebrate the return of this ex- 

Europeans but rarely and incidentally, piedition. 

allogether too little certainly, if we ex- "' 

cepl thofe refiding on the fouthem coaft . 

of Nova Scotia, to have any modifying on the ftream which he calls Rivilrt 

etfefl upon their manners, cuftoms, or i^u ,Voa//«, the River of the Mill. This 

mode of life. What Champlain reports, is Allen River ; and the fite of the mill 

therefore, of the Indians, is true of them was a (hort diftance fouth-eaft of the 

in their purely favage ftate, untouched " point where com had been planted," 

by any influences otEuropean civiliza- which was on the fpot now occupied by 
the village of Annapolis. 
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at a fall, on a little river which is not navigable on account of 
the large number of rocks in it, and which falls into a fmall 
lake. In this place, there is fuch an abundance of herring 
in their feafon that fhallops could be loaded with them, if 
one were to take the trouble to bring the requifite apparatus. 
The favages alfo of this region come here fometimes to fifh. 
A quantity of charcoal was made by us for our forge. Dur- 
ing the winter, in order not to remain idle, I undertook the 
building of a road along the wood to a little river or brook, 
which we named La Truitiere,^ there being many trout 
there. I aflced Sieur de Poutrincourt for two or three 
men, which he gave me to affift in making this paflage- 
way. I got along fo well that in a little while I had the road 
through. It extends through to trout-brook, and meafures 
nearly two thoufand paces. It ferved us as a walk under the 
fhelter of the trees, which I had left on both fides. This led 
Sieur de Poutrincourt to determine to make another through 
the woods, in order that we might go ftraight to the mouth 
of Port Royal, it being a diftance of nearly three leagues and 
a half by land from our fettlement. He had this commenced 
and continued for about half a league from La Truitifere ; but 
he did not finifh it, as the undertaking was too laborious, and 
he was occupied by other things at the time more neceffary. 
Some time after our arrival, we faw a fhallop containing fav- 
ages, who told us that a favage, who was one of our friends, 
had been killed by thofe belonging to the place whence 
they came, which was Norumbegue, in revenge for the kill- 
ing of the men of Norumbegue and Quinibequy by louan- 

ifcou, 

**> Vide antea^ note 212. See alfo the map of Port Royal, where the road is 
delineated, p. 24. 
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ifcou, alfo a favage, and his followers, as I have before re- 
lated ; and that fome Etechemins had informed the favage 
Secondon, who was with us at that time. 

The commander of the fhallop was the favage named 
Ouagimou, who was on terms of friendfhip with Beffabez, 
chief of the river Norumbegue, of whom he afked the body 
of Panounias,^ who had been killed. The latter granted it 
to him, begging him to tell his friends that he was very forry 
for his death, and affuring him that it was without his knowl- 
edge that he had been killed, and that, inafmuch as it was 
not his fault, he begged him to tell them that he defired they 
might continue to live as friends. This Ouagimou promifed 
to do upon his return. He faid to us that he was very un- 
eafy until he got away from them, whatever friendfhip they 
might fhow him, fince they were liable to change ; and he 
feared that they would treat him in the fame manner as they 
had the one who had been killed. Accordingly, he did not 
tarry long after being difmiffed. He took the body in his 
fhallop from Norumbegue to our fettlement, a diftance of 
fifty leagues. 

As foon as the body was brought on fhore, his relatives 

and friends began to fhout by his fide, having painted their 

entire face with black, which is their mode of mourning. 

After lamenting much, they took a quantity of tobacco and 

two or three dogs and other things belonging to the deceafed, 

and burned them fome thoufand paces from our fettlement 

on the fea-fhore. Their cries continued until they returned 

to their cabin. 

The 

^^ This Indian Panounias and his on his expedition to Cape Cod. — Vidi 
wife had accompanied De Monts in 1605, antea^ p. 55. 
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The next day they took the body of the deceafed and 
wrapped it in a red covering, which Mabretou, chief of 
this place, urgently implored me to give him, fince it was 
handfome and large. He gave it to the relatives of the 
deceafed, who thanked me very much for it. After thus 
wrapping up the body, they decorated it with feveral kinds of 
matachiats ; that is, firings of beads and bracelets of diverfe 
colors. They painted the face, and put on the head many 
feathers and other things, the fineft they had. Then they 
placed the body on its knees between two flicks, with another 
under the arms to fuflain it Around the body were the 
mother, wife, and others of the relatives and friends of the 
deceafed, both women and girls, howling like dogs. 

While the women and girls were fhrieking, the favage 
named Mabretou made an addrefs to his companions on 
the death of the deceafed, urging all to take vengeance for 
the wickednefs and treachery committed by the fubjedls of 
Beffabez, and to make war upon them as fpeedily as poffible. 
All agreed to do fo in the fpring. 

After the harangue was finifhed and the cries had ceafed, 
they carried the body of the deceafed to another cabin. 
After fmoking tobacco together, they wrapped it in an elk- 
fkin likewife ; and, binding it very fecurely, they kept it until 
there fhould be a larger number of favages prefent, from each 
one of whom the brother of the deceafed expe<5led to re- 
ceive prefents, it being their cuftom to give them to thofe 
who have loft fathers, mothers, wives, brothers, or fitters. 

On the night of the 26th of December, there was a fouth- 
eaft wind, which blew down feveral trees. On the laft day 
of December, it began to fnow, which continued until the 

morning 
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morning of the next day. On the i6th of January following, 
1607, Sieur de Poutrincourt, defiring to afcend the river 
Equille,^ found it at a diflance of fome two leagues from 
our fettlement fealed with ice, which caufed him to return, 
not being able to advance any farther. On the 8th of Feb- 
ruary, fome pieces of ice began to flow down from the upper 
part of the river into the harbor, which only freezes along 
the fhore. On the loth of May following, it fnowed all 
night ; and, towards the end of the month, there were heavy 
hoar-f rolls, which lafted until the loth or 12th of June, when 
all the trees were covered with leaves, except the oaks, which 
do not leaf out until about the 15 th. The winter was not fo 
fevere as on the preceding years, nor did the fnow continue 
fo long on the ground. It rained very often, fo that the fav- 
ages fuffered a fevere famine, owing to the fmall quantity of 
fnow. Sieur de Poutrincourt fupported a part of them who 
were with us ; namely, Mabretou, his wife and children, and 
fome others. 

We fpent this winter very pleafantly, and fared generoufly 
by means of the Ordre de Bon Temps, which I introduced. 
This all found ufeful for their health, and more advantageous 
than all the medicines that could have been ufed. By the 
rules of the order, a chain was put, with fome little ceremo- 
nies, on the neck of one of our company, commiffioning him 
for the day to go a hunting. The next day it was conferred 
upon another, and thus in fucceflion. All exerted themfelves 
to the utmoft to fee who would do the beft and bring home 
the fined game. We found this a very good arrangement, as 
did alfo the favages who were with us.^ rp, 

*** Now the Annapolis River. was a happy one, as it ferved to difpel 

•*• The conceit of this novel order the 
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There were fome cafes of mal de la terre among us, which 
was, however, not fo violent as in the previous years, Never- 
thelefs, feven died from it, and another from an arrow wound, 
which he had received from the favages at Port Fortune.^ 

Our furgeon, named Mafter Eftienne, opened fome of the 
bodies, as we did the previous years, and found almoft all the 
interior parts affecfled. Eight or ten of the fick got well by 
fpring. 

At the beginning of March and of April, all began to pre- 
pare gardens, fo as to plant feeds in May, which is the proper 
time for it. They grew as well as in France, but were fome- 
what later. I think France is at leaft a month and a half 
more forward. As I have ftated, the time to plant is in May, 
although one can fometimes do fo in April ; yet the feeds 
planted then do not come forward any fafter than thofe 
planted in May, when the cold can no longer damage the 
plants except thofe which are very tender, fmce there are 
many which cannot endure the hoar-frofls, unlefs great care 
and attention be exercifed. 

On the 24th of May, we perceived a fmall barque ^^ of fix 

or 

the gloom of a long winter in the forefts how many of Poutrincourt's party were 

of I^ Cadie, as well as to improve the killed in the aflfrav at Chatham. He 

quality and variety of their diet The mentions one as kiued on the fpot. He 

noblejfe^ or gentlemen of the party, were fpeaks of carrying away the " dead 

fifteen, who ferved in turn ana for a bodies " for burial. He alfo fays they 

fingle day as caterer or fteward, the turn made a " deadly affault " upon " five or 

of each recurring once in fifteen days, fix of our company ; " and another ap- 

It was their duty to add to the ordinary pears to have died of his wounds after 

fare fuch delicate fifh or game as could their return to Port Royal, as dated in 

be captured or fecured by each for his the text 

particular day. They always had fome **' Vne petite barque. The French 

delicacy at oreakfafl ; but the dinner barque was a fmall veiTel or large boat, 

was the great banquet, when the moft rigged with two mails ; and thofe em- 

impofing ceremony was obferved. ployed. by De Monts along our coaft 

^^ Champlain does not inform us varied fix>m fix to eighteen tons burden, 

19 and 
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or feven tons' burthen, which we fent men to reconnoitre ; and 
it was found to be a young man from St. Malo, named 
Chevalier, who brought letters from Sieur de Monts to Sieur 
de Poutrincourt, by which he diredled him to bring back his 
company to France.^ He alfo announced to us the birth of 
Monfeigneur, the Duke of Orleans, to our delight, in honor 
of which event we made bonfires and chanted the Te Deum?^ 
Between the beginning and the 20th of June, fome 
thirty or forty favages affembled in this place in order to 
make war upon the Almouchiquois, and revenge the death 
of Panounias, who was interred by the favages according to 
their cuftom, who gave afterwards a quantity of peltry to a 

brother 

and mud not be confounded with our which rendered it impradlicable to fuf- 

modem bark, which is generally much tain, as heretofore, the expenfes of the 

larger. company. The monopoly of the fur- 

The vaijffeauy often mentioned by trade, granted to De Monts for ten 

Champlain, included all large veffels, years, had been refcinded by the King's 

thofe ufed for fifhing, the fur-trade, and Council. " We were very Cad," fays 

the tranfportation of men and fupplies Lefcarbot, *' to fee fo fine and holy an 

for the colony. undertaking broken ofiE, and that fo 

The chaloupe was a row-boat of con- many labors and perils endured had re- 

venient ilze for penetrating (hallow fulted in nothing; and that the hope 

places, was dragged behind the barque of eftablifhing there the name of God 

in the explorations of our coail, and and the Catholic Faith had difappeared. 

ufed for minor invefligations of rivers Notwithftanding, after M. de Poutrin- 

and eftuaries. court had a long while mufed here- 

The patache^ an advice-boat, is rarely upon, he faid that, although he (hould 

ufed by Champlain, and then in the have none to come with him, except his 

place of the (hallop. family, he would not forfake the enter- 

**8 It feems that young Chevalier had prife." — His, Nou. France, par M. Lef- 

come out in the "Jonas," the fame fhip carbot, Paris, 1612, pp. 591-2. 

that had brought out Poutrincourt, Lef- **• On the i6th of April, 1607, was 

carbot, and others, the year before. It born the fecond fon of Henry IV. by 

had flopped at Canfeau to fifh for cod. Marie de Medicis, who received the 

It brought the unwelcome news that title, Le Due d'Orldans. In France, 

the company of De Monts had been public rejoicings were univerfal. On 

broken up ; that the Hollanders, con- the 22d of the month, he was invefted 

ducted by a " French traitor named La with the infignia of the Order of St 

Jeunefle, had deftroved the fur-trading Michael and the Holy Ghoft with great 

eflablifhments on the St Lawrence, pomp, on which occafion a banquet was 

given 
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brother of his.^ The prefents being made, all of them fet 
out from this place on the 29th of June for Choiiacoet, which 
is the country of the Almouchiquois, to engage in the war. 

Some days after the arrival of the above Chevalier, Sieur 
de Poutrincourt fent him to the rivers St. John^* and St. 
Croix ^ to trade for furs. But he did not permit him to go 
without men to bring back the barque, fince fome had re- 
ported that he defired to return to France with the veffel in 
which he had come, and leave us in our fettlement. Lefcarbot 
was one of thofe who accompanied him, who up to this time 

had 

f'vcn by the King in the great hall at din and A6laudinech, to fummon them 

ontainebleau, and in the evening the to come to Port Royal as a rendezvous, 

park was illuminated by bonfires and a They came from the river St. John, and 

Eyrotechnic difplay, which was witneffed from the region of Gafp^. Their pur- 

y a vaft concourfe of people. The pofe was accompliftied, as will appear in 

young prince was baptized privately by the fequel. 

the Cardinal de Gondv, but the ftate ^^ At St. John, they vifited the cabin 

ceremonies of his chriltening were de- of Secondon, the Sagamore, with whom 

layed, and appear never to nave taken they bartered for fome furs. Lefcarbot, 

place : he died in the fifth year of his who was in the expedition, fays, " The 

age, never having received any Chriftian town of Ouigoudy was a great enclofure 

name. — Vide the Life of Marie de upon a hill, compaffed about with high 

Medicis^ by Miss Pardoe, London, 1852, and fmall trees, tied one againft an- 

Vol. L p. 416 ; Memoirs of the Duke of other ; and within it many cabins, great 

Sully ^ Lennox, trans., Phila., 181 7, Vol. and fmall, one of which was as large as 

IV. p. 140. In New France, the little a market-hall, wherein many houfeholds 

colony at Port Royal attefted their loy- refided." In the cabin of Secondon, they 

alty by fuitable manifeflations of joy. faw fome eighty or a hundred favages, 

" As the day declined," fays Lefcarbot, all nearly naked. They were celebrat- 

" we made bionfires to celebrate the birth ine a feaft which they call Tabagie, 

of Monfeigneur le Due d'Orl^ans, and Their chief made his warriors pafs in 

caufed our cannon and falconets to thun- review before his guefts. — Vide His, 

der forth again, accompanied with plenty Nou. France^ par M. Lefcarbot, Paris, 

of mulket-fhots, having before for this 16 12, p. 598. 

purpofe chanted a Te Deum.'*^ — Vide ^' Thev found fack at St. Croix that 

His. Nou. France^ Paris, 161 2, p. 594. had been left thereby De Monts*s colony 

^^ Lefcarbot fays that about four three years before, of which they drank, 

hundred fet out for the war againfl the Calks were still lying in the deferted 

Almouchiquois, at Choiiacoet, or Saco. court-yard ; and others had been ufed 

The favages were nearly two months in as fuel by mariners, who had chanced 

aifembling themfelves together. Ma- to come there, 
bretou had fent out his two fons, A6lau- 
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had not left Port Royal. This is the feuiheft he went, only 
fourteen or fifteen leagues beyond Port Royal. 

While awaiting the return of Chevalier, Sieur de Poutrin* 
court went to the head of Baye Fran9oife in a (hallop with 
feven or eight men. Leaving the harbor and heading north- 
eaft a quarter eaft for fome twenty-five leagues along the 
coaft, we arrived at a cape where Sieur de Poutrincourt de- 
fired to afcend a cliff more than thirty fathoms high, in doing 
which he came near lofing his life. For, having reached the 
top of the rock which is very narrow, and which he had 
afcended with much difficulty, the fummit trembled beneath 
him. The reafon was that, in courfe of time, mofs had gath« 
ered there four or five feet in thicknefs, and, not being folid, 
trembled when one was on top of it, and very often when one 
ftepped on a ftone three or four others fell down. Accord- 
ingly, having gone up with difficulty, he experienced ftill 
greater in coming down, although fome failors, men very 
dexterous in climbing, carried him a hawfer, a rope of me- 
dium fize, by means of which he defcended. This place was 
named Cap de Poutrincourt,*^ and is in latitude 45** 40'. 

We went as far as the head of this bay, but faw nothing 
but certain white ftones fuitable for making lime, yet they are 
found only in fmall quantities. We faw alfo on fome iflands a 
great number of gulls. We captured as many of them as we 
wifhed. We made the tour of the bay, in order to go to the 
Port aux Mines where I had previoufly been,^ and whither 

I 

^ De Laet's map has C. de Potitrin- It is fituated at the entrance of the Bafm 

court ; the map of the Englifli and of Mines, and about eight miles fouth- 

French Commiffaries, C. Fendu or Split weft of Parrf borough. The point of this 

Cape. Halliburton has Split Cape, fo cape is in latitude 45** 20'. 
likewife has the Admiralty map of i860. »* Vide anUa, p. 26. 
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I condu6ted Sieur de Poutrincourt, who coUeAed fome little 
pieces of copper with great difficulty. All this bay has a cir- 
cuit of perhaps twenty leagues, with a little river at its head, 
which is very fluggifh and contains but little water. There 
are many other little brooks, and fome places where there 
are good harbors at high tide, which rifes here five fathoms. 
In one of thefe harbors three or four leagues north of Cap 
de Poutrincourt, we found a very old crofs all covered with 
mofs and almoft all rotten, a plain indication that before this 
there had been Chriftians there. All of this country is cov- 
ered with denfe forefls, and with fome exceptions is not very 
attradive.^ 

From the Port aux Mines *^ we returned to our fettle- 
ment. In this bay there are ftrong tidal currents running in 
a fouth-wefterly dire(5lion. 

On the 12th of July, Ralleau, fecretary of Sieur de Monts, 
arrived with three others in a fhallop from a place called 
Niganis,^ diftant from Port Royal fome hundred and fixty 
or hundred and feventy leagues, confirming the report which 
Chevalier had brought to Sieur de Poutrincourt 

On the 3d of July,^ three barques were fitted out to fend 

the 

*** The author is here fpeaking of of Cape Breton, fouth of Cape North : 

the country about the Bafm of Mines, by De Laet called Ninganis ; £n|;lifli 

The river at the head of the bay is the and French Commiilaries, Nigam/hej 

Shubenacadie. It is not eafy to deter- modem maps, Ni^nijk. 

mine where the mofs-covered crofs was **• The 3^ of July was doubtlefs an 

found. The diftance from Cap de Pou- error of the printer for the 30th, as 

trincourt is indefinite, and the direction appears from the later date in the pre- 

could not have been exadlly north, ceding para^aph, and the ftatement of 

There is too much uncertainty to war- Lefcarbot, tnat he left on the 30th of 

rant even a conjefture as to its locality. July. He fays they had one large barque, 

^** The Port aux Mines is Advocate^s two fmall ones, and a ihallop. One of 

Harbor. — Vide antea^ p. 26, and note 67. the fmall ones was fent before, while 

^^ Niganis is a fmall bay in the Ifland the other two followed on the 30th ; and 

he 
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the men and fupplies, which were at our fettlement, to Can- 
feau, diftant one hundred and fifteen leagues from our fettle- 
ment, and in latitude 45** 20', where the veffel ^ was engaged 
in fifhing, which was to carry us back to Fiance. 

Sieur de Poutrincourt fent back all his companions, but 
remained with eight others at the fettlement, fo as to carry 
to France fome grain not yet quite ripe.^ 

On the loth of Auguft, Mabretou arrived from the war, 
who told us that he had been at Choiiacoet, and had killed 
twenty favages and wounded ten or twelve ; alfo that One- 
mechin, chief of that place, Marchin, and one other, had been 
killed by Safinou, chief of the river of Quinibequy, who was 
afterwards killed by the companions of Onemechin and Mar- 
chin. All this war was fimply on account of the favage 
Panounias, one of our friends who, as I have faid above, had 
been killed at Norumbegue by the followers of Onemechin 
and Marchin. At prefent, the chiefs in place of Onemechin, 
Marchin, and Safinou are their fons: namely, for Safinou, 
Pememen; Abriou for his father, Marchin; and for One- 
mechin, Queconficq. The two latter were wounded by the 
followers of Mabretou, who feized them under pretence of 
f riendfhip, as is their fafhion, fomething which both fides have 

to guard againft.^^ 

CHAPTER XVII. 

he adds that Poutrincourt remained American Indian is well illuflrated in 
eleven days longer to await the ripen- this fldrmifh which took place at Saco. 
ing of their grain, which agrees with The old chief Mabretou, whofe life had 
Champlain's uibfequent ftatement, that been prolonged through feveral genera- 
he left with Poutrincourt on the nth of tions, had infpired his allies to revenge, 
Auguft. — Vide His. Nou. France^ \(i\2y and had been prefent at the confli6l. 
p. §33. The Indian Panounias had been killed 
2*' The "Jonas." — yii/eantea,p, 146. in an affray, the particular caufe of 
^^ Vide antea, note 258. which is not ftated. To avenge his 
2w The implacable chara6ler of the death, many lives were loft on both fides. 

The 
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CHAPTER XVn. 



IN the iith of Auguft, we fet out from our fettle- 
ment in a Ihallop, and coafted along as far as 
Cape Fourchu, where I had previoufly been. 

Continuing our courfe along the coaft as far 
as Cap de la Heve, where we firfl landed with 
Sieur de Monts, on the 8th of May, 1604,^ we examined 
the coail from this place as far as Canfeau, a diftance of 
nearly fixty leagues. This I had not yet done, and I ob- 
ferved it very carefully, making a map of it as of the other 
coafts. 

Departing from Cap de la Hfeve, we went as fcir as Sefam- 
bre, an ifland fo called by fome people from St. Malo,*" and 
diflant fifteen leagues from La Heve. Along the route are 
a large number of iflands, which we named Les Martyres,^ 
fince fome Frenchmen were once killed there by the favages. 
Thefe iflands lie in feveral inlets and bays. In one of them 

is 

The two chiefs of Saco were (lain, and bre, ooe of feveral on which are military 

in turn the author of their death per- works for the defence of St Malo. On 

ilhed by the hand of their friends. Lef- De Laet's map of 1633, it ia written 

carbol informs us that Champdor^, under Sefembre; on Uiat of Charlevoin, 1744, 

PoutrincouTt, fubfequently vilited Saco, Sinccmbre. It now appears on the 

and concluded a formal peace between Admiralty maps corrupted into Sambro. 

the belligerent parties, emphafizing its There is a cape and a harbor near this 

importance by imprellive forms and ifland which bear the fame name, 

ceremonies. *" The iflands ftretching along from 

^" Vide antea, p. 9 and note 21. Cap de la H^ve to Sambro lAand are 

**■ Sefambrt. This name was prob- caLed the Martyra lUi on De Laet'a 

ably fu^efled by the little iflet, Ciitm- map, 1633. 
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is a river named St. Marguerite,^ diftant feven leagues from 
Sefambre, which is in latitude 44** 25'. The iflands and 
coafts are thickly covered with pines, firs, birches, and other 
trees of inferior quality. Fifh and alfo fowl are abundant 

After leaving Sefambre, we paffed a bay which is unob- 
ftrucSed, of feven or eight leagues in extent, with no iflands 
except at the extremity, where is the mouth of a fmall river, 
containing but little water.^ Then, heading north-eaft a 
quarter eaft, we arrived at a harbor diftant eight leagues from 
Sefambre, which is very fuitable for veflels of a hundred or 
a hundred and twenty tons. At its entrance is an ifland. 
from which one can walk to the main land at low tide. We 
named this place Port Saindle Helaine,^ which is in lati- 
tude 44* 40' more or lefe. 

From this place we proceeded to a bay called La Baye 
de Toutes Ifles,^ of fome fourteen or fifteen leagues in ex- 
tent, a dangerous place on account of the prefence of banks, 
flioals, and reefs. The country prefents a very unfavora- 
ble appearance, being filled with the fame kind of trees 

which 

*•* The bay into which this river is 44** 41', differing but a fingle minute 

empties dill retains the name of St from that of the text, which is extraor- 

Margaret. dinary, the ufual variation being from 

**• Halifax Harbor. Its Indian name ten to thirty minutes. 

was Chebu6lo, written on the map of *" Nicomtau Bay is fifteen leagues 

the Englifti and French CommiiTaries from Perpifawick Inlet ; but La Baye de 

ShebilctH. On Champlain's map, 161 2, Toutes IJles is, more ftridUy fpeaking, 

as likewife on that of De Laet, 1633, it an archipelago, extending alonp^ the 

is called " Baye Senne^^ perhaps from coaft, fay from Clam Bay to Lifcomb 

faine^ fignifving the unobftrudted bay. Point, as may be feen by reference to 

*^ Eight leagues from the Illand Se- Champlain*s map, 161 2, and that of De 

fambre or Sambro Ifland would take Laet, 1633, Cruxius, 1660, and of Charle- 

them to Perpifawick Inlet, which is voix, 1744. The north-eaftern portion 

doubtlefs Le Port Sainde Helaine of of this archipelago is now called, ac- 

Champlain. The latitude of this harbor cording to Laverdi^re, Ifland Bay. 
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which I have mentioned before. Here we encountered bad 
weather. 

Hence we paffed on near a river, fix leagues diflant, called 
Rivifere de Tlfle Verte,^ there being a green ifland at its 
entrance. This fhort diftance which we traverfed is filled 
with numerous rocks extending nearly a league out to fea, 
where the breakers are high, the latitude being 45** 1 5'. 

Thence we went to a place where there is an inlet, with 
two or three iflands, and a very good harbor,^® diftant three 
leagues from Tlfle Verte. We paffed alfo by feveral iflands 
near and in a line with each other, which we named Ifles 
Rangees,^* and which are diflant fix or feven leagues from 
rifle Verte. Afterwards we paffed by another bay^^ con- 
taining feveral iflands, and proceeded to a place where we 
found a veffel engaged in fifliing between fome iflands, which 
are a fhort diftance from the main land, and diftant four 
leagues from the Rangees. This place we named Port de 
Savalette,^ the name of the mafter of the veffel engaged in 

fifliing, 

** Rivilre de VI/U Verte^ or Green and no name is given them on the Ad- 
liland River, is the River St. Mary ; and miralty charts. 
Green liland is Wedge Ifland near its "^ Tor Bay. 

mouth. The latitude at the mouth of "• Le Port de SavaletU. Obvioufly 
the river is 45° 3'. This little iAand is White Haven, which is four leagues 

ifea 



called /. Verte on De Laet's map, and from the Ranfi;<^es and fix from Canieau, 

likewife on that of Charlevoix ; on the as flated in Uie text. Lefcarbot gives 

map of the Englifh and French Commif- a very interefHne account of Captain 

faries, Lifcomb or Green Ifland. Savalette, the old Bafque fifherman, 

^^ This inlet has now the incongru- who had made forty-two voyages into 

ous name of Country Harbor : the three thefe waters. He had been eminently 

iflands at its mouth are Harbor, Goofe, faccefsfiil in fiihing, having taken daily, 

and Green Iflands. The inlet is call^ according to his own account, fifty 

Mocodome on Charlevoix's map. crowns' worth of codfifh, and expected 

^'^ There are feveral iflets on the eaft his voyage would yield ten thoufand 

of St Catharine's River, near the fhore, francs. His veffel was of eighty tons 

which Laverdi^re fuggefts are the IJles burden, and could take in a hundred 

Rangies, They are exceedingly fmall, thou^d dry codfifh. He was weU 

20 known. 
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fifhing, a Bafque, who entertained us bountifully, and was 
very glad to fee us, fince there were favages there who pur- 
pofed fome harm to him, which we prevented.^* 

Leaving this place, we arrived on the 27th of the month 
at Canfeau, diftant fix leagues from Port de Savalette, having 
paffed on our way a large number of iflands. At Canfeau, 
we found that the three barques had arrived at port in fafety. 
Champdore and Lefcarbot came out to receive us. We alfo 
found the veffel ready to fail, having finifhed its fifhing and 
awaiting only fair weather to return. Meanwhile, we had 
much enjoyment among thefe iflands, where we found the 
greateft poflible quantity of rafpberries. 

All the coaft which we pafled along from Cape Sable to 
this place is moderately high and rocky, in moft places bor- 
dered by numerous iflands and breakers, which extend out 
to fea nearly two leagues in places, and are very unfavorable 
for the approach of veffels. Yet there cannot but be good 
harbors and roadfteads along the coafls and iflands, if they 
were explored. As to the country, it is worfe and lefs prom- 
ifing than in other places which we had feen, except on fome 
rivers or brooks, where it is very pleafant ; but there is no 
doubt that the winter in thefe regions is cold, lading from fix 
to feven months. 

The harbor of Canfeau ^* is a place furrounded by iflands, 

to 

known, and a great favorite with the Savalette's fifti when they came in, and 

voyagers to this coaft. He was from St. appropriating them to their own ufe, 

Jean de Luz, a fmall feaport town in the nolens volens. 

department of the Lower Pyrenees in ^* Canfeau, Currency has been 

France, near the borders of Spain, diftin- given to an idle fancy that this name 

guilhed even at this day for its fifhing was derived from that of a French 

mtereft. navigator, but it has been abundantly 

'-^^^ The Indians were in the habit of difproved by the Abb^ Laverdi^re. It 

feledling from day to day the beft of is undoubtedly a word of Indian origin. 
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to which the approach is very difficult, except in fair weather, 
on account of the rocks and breakers about it. Fifhing, both 
green and dry, is carried on here. 

From this place to the Ifland of Cape Breton, which is in 
latitude 45** 45' and 14** 50' of the defle6lion of the magnetic 
needle,^® it is eight leagues, and to Cape Breton twenty-five. 
Between the two there is a large bay,^ extending fome nine 
or ten leagues into the interior and making a paffage between 
the Ifland of Cape Breton and the main land through to the 
great Bay of St. Lawrence, by which they go to Gafpe and 
Ifle Percee, where fifliing is canied on. This paflage along 
the Ifland of Cape Breton is very narrow. Although there 
is water enough, large veflels do not pafs there at all on 
account of the ftrong currents and the impetuofity of the 
tides which prevail. This we named Le Paflage Courant,^* 
and it is in latitude 45** 45'. 

The Ifland of Cape Breton is of a triangular fhape, with a 
circuit of about eighty leagues. Moft of the country is moun- 
tainous, yet in fome parts very pleafant. In the centre of it 

there 

*'• The variation of the magnetic defign in noting its exad\ variation, as 
needle in 187 1, fifteen miles fouth of the he did at numerous points on our coail, 
Harbor of Canfeau, was, according to may have been to furnifh data for de- 
the Admiralty charts, 23° weft. The termining at fome future day whether 
magnetic needle was employed in navi- the variation were changeable here as 
gation as earlv as the year 1 200, and its well as in France. But, whether he was 
variation hacl been difcovered before aware of the difcovery then recently 
the time of Columbus. But for a long made in Paris or not, he probably in- 
period its variation was fuppofed to be tended, by noting the declination of the 
fixed ; that is to fa^, was fuppofed to needle, to indicate his longitude, at 
be always the fame m the fame locality, leaft approximately. 
A few years before Champlain made his ^' Chedabufto Bay. 
voyages to America, it was difcovered ^^ The Strait of Canfeau. Cham- 
that Its variation in Paris was not fixed, plain gives it on his map, 161 2, P of age 
but that it changed from year to year, du gJas; De Laet, 1633, Pajfage au 
If Champlain was aware of this, his glas; Creuxius, i6<So, Fretum Camp- 

feium; 
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there is a kind of lake,*" where tfie fea enters by the north 
a quarter north-weft, and alfo by the fouth a quarter fouth- 
eaft.**^ Here are many i (lands filled with plenty of game, 
and fhell-fifh of various kinds, including oyfters, which, how- 
ever, are not of very good flavor. In this place there are 
two harbors, where fifhing is carried on ; namely, Le Port 
aux Anglois,*** diftant from Cape Breton fome two or three 
leagues, and Niganis, eighteen or ti^*enty leagues north a 
quarter north-wefL The Portuguefe once made an attempt to 
fettle this ifland, and fpent a winter here ; but the inclemency 
of the feafon and the cold caufed them to abandon their 
fettlement. 

On the 3d of September, we fet out from Canfeau. On 
the 4th, we were off Sable Ifland. On the 6th, we reached 
the Grand Bank, where the catching of green fifh is carried 
on, in latitude 45* 30'. On the 26th, we entered the found 
near the fhores of Brittany and England, in fixty-five i^th- 
oms of water and in latitude 49* 30', On the 28th, we put 
in at Rofcou,^ in lower Brittany, where we were detained 
by bad weather until the laft day of September, when, the 
wind coming round favorable, we put to fea in order to pur- 

fue 

feium; Charlevoix, 1744, Pajfage de trror ior nordefi. There are, indeed, two 

Canceau. It appears from the above pafTages, both on the north-eail, dif- 

tliat the early name was foon fuper- tinguifhed as the Great and the Little 

feded by that which it now bears. Bras d'Or. 

^^ Now called La Bras if Or, The «* Le Part aux Anglois, the Harbor 

Golden Arm. of the Englifh. On De Laet's map, 

** There is, in fa6l, no pafTage of La Port aux Aneloix. This is the Harbor 

Bras d'Or on the fouth-weft ; and of Louil'burgh, famous in the hiftory 

Champlain corre6ls his error, as may be of the Ifland of Cape Breton, 
feen by reference to his map of 1612. ^sa RofcofH a fmall feaport town. On 

It may alfo be ftated that the fea enters Mercator's Atlas of 1623, it is written 

from the north-eaft. Xordoiuji in the Rofcou, as in the text, 
original is here probably a typographical 
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fue our route to St. Malo,*^ which formed the termination of 
thefe voyages, in which God had guided us without fhipwreck 
or danger. 

End op the Voyages from the Year 1604 to 1608. 



*" According to Lefcarbot, they re- 
mained at St. Malo eight days, when 
they went in a barque to rlonfleur, 
narrowly efcaping ftiipwreck. Poutrin- 
court proceeded to Paris, where he ex- 
hibited to Henry IV. corn, wheat, rye, 
barley, and oats, products of the colony 
which he had fo often promifed to cher- 
ifh, but whofe means of fubiiilence he 
had now neverthelefs ungraciouily taken 
away. Poutrincourt aUo prefented to 



him five ouftards^ or wild geefe, which 
he had bred from the (hell. The kine 
was greatly delighted with them, and 
had them preferved at Fontainebleau. 
Thefe exhibitions of the produdls of 
New France had the defired tSL^ upon 
the generous heart of Henry IV. ; and 
De Monts's monopoly of the fur-trade 
was renewed for one ^ear, to fumifh 
fome flight aid in eftabhlhing his colon- 
ies in New France. 




THE VOYAGES 

GREAT RIVER ST. LAWRENCE, 

SIEUR DE CHAMPLAIN, 
Captain in Ordinary to the King in thi Making 

FROM THE YEAR 1608 TO THAT OF i6ia. 



CHAPTER I. 



DbTGKHINATIOK of SIEUR DE MONTS TO HAKE EXPLORATIONS IN THK IN- 
TERIOR ; HIS COHMISSION, AND ITS INFRINGEMENT BV THE BASQUES, WHO 

DISARMED THE Vessel of Pont Grave ; and the Agreekent between 

[ WHICH THEY SUBSEQUENTLY MADE. 

■ AVING returned to France after a ftay of three 
years in New France,^ I proceeded to Sieur de 
Monts, and related to him the principal events 
of which I had been a witnefs fince his depart- 
ure, and gave him the map and plan of the mofl 
remarkable coafts and harbors there. 

Some time afterward, Sieur de Monts determined to con- 
tinue his undertaking, and complete the exploration of the 

interior 

*" Champlain arrived on the (bores of had confequently been on our coaft 
America on the 8th of May, 1604, and three years, three months, and twentj- 
left oa the 3d of September, 1607. He five days. 
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interior along the great river St Lawrence, where I had 
been by order of the late King Henry the Great ^ in the 
year 1603, for a diftance of fome hundred and eighty leagues, 
commencing in latitude 48** 40', that is, at Gafp4 at the 
entrance of the river, as far as the great fall, which is in lati- 
tude 45** and fome minutes, where our exploration ended, and 
where boats could not pafs as we then thought, fince we 
had not made a careful examination of it as we have fince 
done.^ 

Now after Sieur de Monts had conferred with me feveral 
times in regard to his purpofes concerning the exploration, 
he refolved to continue fo noble and meritorious an under- 
taking, notwithftanding the hardftiips and labors of the paft 
He honored me with his lieutenancy for the vo)rage ; and, in 
order to carry out his purpofe, he had two veffels equipped, 
one commanded by Pont Grav6, who was commiffioned to 
trade with the favages of the country and bring back the 
veffels, while I was to winter in the country. 

Sieur de Monts, for the purpofe of defraying the expenfes 
of the expedition, obtained letters from his Majefty for one 
year, by which all perfons were forbidden to traffic in peltry 
with the favages, on penalties flated in the following com- 
miflion : — 

Henry by the grace of God King of France and 
Navarre, to our beloved and faithful Councillors, the officers 

of 

^^ The late King Henry the Great, "* In the preliminary voyage of 1603, 

Henry IV. died in 1610, and this intro- Champlain afcended tne St Lawrence 

du6lory paiTage was obvioufly written as far as the falls of St. Louis, above 

after tnat event, probably near the time Montreal, 
of the publication of his voyages in 161 3. 
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of our Admiralty in Normandy, Brittany, and Guienne, bail- 
iffs, marflials, prevofts, judges, or their lieutenants, and to 
each one of them, according to his authority, throughout the 
extent of their powers, jurifdi<5lions, and precin(5ls, greeting : 
Adling upon the information which has been given us 
by thofe who have returned from New France, refpe6ling the 
good quality and fertility of the lands of that country, and 
the difpofition of the people to accept the knowledge of God, 
We have refolved to continue the fettlement previoufly un- 
dertaken there, in order that our fubje(5ls may go there to 
trade without hinderance. And in view of the propofition 
to us of Sieur de Monts, Gentleman in Ordinary of our 
chamber, and our Lieutenant-General in that country, to make 
a fettlement, on condition of our giving him means and fup- 
plies for fuftaining the expenfe of it,^ it has pleafed us to 
promife and affure him that none of our fubjedls but himfelf 
(hall be permitted to trade in peltry and other merchandife, 
for the period of one year only, in the lands, regions, harbors, 
rivers, and highways throughout the extent of his jurifdic- 
tion : this We defire to have fulfilled. For thefe caufes and 
other confiderations impelling us thereto. We command and 
decree that each one of you, throughout the extent of your 
powers, jurifdi6lions, and precin6ls, Ihall a6l in our ftead 
and carry out our will in diftin6lly prohibiting and forbidding 
all merchants, mafters, and captains of veffels, alfo failors and 
others of our fubje6ls, of whatever rank and profeflion, to fit 
out any veffels, in which to go themfelves or fend others in 

order 

^* The contribution by Henry IV. monopoljr of the fur-trade granted by 
did not probably extend beyond the him in this commiflion. 

21 
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order to engage in trade or barter in peltry and other things 
with the favages of New France, to vifit, trade, or communi- 
cate with them during the fpace of one year, within the jurif- 
di6lion of Sieur de Monts, on penalty of difobedience, and 
the entire confifcation of their veffels, fupplies, arms, and 
merchandife for the benefit of Sieur de Monts ; and, in order 
that the punifhment of their difobedience may be affured, 
you will allow, as We have and do allow, the aforefaid Sieur 
de Monts or his lieutenants to feize, apprehend, and arrefl 
all violators of our prefent prohibition and order, alfo their 
veffels, merchandife, arms, fupplies, and vi6luals, in order to 
take and deliver them up to the hands of juftice, fo that 
a6lion may be taken not only againfl the perfons, but alfo 
the property of the offenders, as the cafe fhall require. This 
is our will, and We bid you to have it at once read and pub- 
lifhed in all localities and public places within your authority 
and jurifdi6lion, as you may deem neceffary, by the firft one 
of our officers or fergeants in accordance with this requifition, 
by virtue of thefe prefents, or a copy of the fame, properly at- 
tefted once only by one of our well-beloved and faithful coun- 
cillors, notaries, and fecretaries, to which it is Our will that 
credence (hould be given as to the prefent original, in order 
that none of our fubjedls may claim ground for ignorance, 
but that all may obey and adl in accordance with Our will 
in this matter. We order, moreover, all captains of veffels, 
mates, and fecond mates, and failors of the fame, and others 
on board of veffels or fhips in the ports and harbors of the 
aforefaid country, to permit, as We have done, Sieur de Monts, 
and others poffeffing power and authority from him, to fearch 
the aforefaid veffels which fhall have engaged in the fur-trade 

after 
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after the prefent prohibition fhall have been made known to 
them. It is Our will that, upon the requifition of the afore- 
faid Sieur de Monts, his lieutenants, and others having 
authority, you fhould proceed againft the difobedient and 
offenders, as the cafe may require : to this end. We give you 
power, authority, commiffion, and fpecial mandate, notwith- 
ftanding the adl of our Council of the 17th day of July laft,^ 
any hue and cry, Norman charter, accufation, objedlion, or 
appeals of whatfoever kind; on account of which, and for 
fear of difregarding which, it is Our will that there fhould be 
no delay, and, if any of thefe occur. We have withheld and 
referved cognizance of the fame to Ourfelves and our Council, 
apart from all other judges, and have forbidden and prohib- 
ited the fame to all our courts and judges: for this is Our 
pleafure. 

Given at Paris the feventh day of January, in the year of 
grace, fixteen hundred and eight, and the nineteenth of Our 
reign. Signed, HENRY. 

And lower down. By the King, Delomenie. And fealed 
with the fingle label of the great feal of yellow wax. 

Collated with the original by me. Councillor, Notary, and 
Secretary of the King. 

I proceeded to Honfleur for embarkation, where I found 
the veffel of Pont Grav^ in readinefs. He left port on the 
5 th of April. I did fo on the 13th, arriving at the Grand 
Bank on the 15th of May, in latitude 45'' 15'. On the 26th, 

we 

^ This, we prefume, was the a6l abrogating the charter of De Monts granted 
in 1603. 
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we fighted Cape St Mary,^ in latitude 46** 45', on the Ifland 
of Newfoundland. On the 27th of the month, we fighted 
Cape St. Lawrence, on Cape Breton, and alfo the Ifland of 
St. Paul, diftant eighty-three leagues from Cape St. Mary.*® 
On the 30th, we fighted Ifle Percfe and Gafp^,^ in latitude 
48° 40', diftant from Cape St. Lawrence from feventy to 
feventy-five leagues. 

On the 3d of June, we arrived before Tadouflac, diflant 
from Gafp^ from eighty to ninety leagues ; and we anchored 
in the roadftead of Tadouffac,^^ a league diftant from the 
harbor, which latter is a kind of cove at the mouth of the 
river Saguenay, where the tide is very remarkable on ac- 
count of its rapidity, and where there are fometimes violent 
winds, bringing fevere cold. It is maintained that from the 
harbor of Tadouflac it is fome forty-five or fifty leagues to 
the firft fall on this river, which comes from the north-north- 

welL 

^B This cape ilill retains its ancient like an arch, under which a boat of 

name, and is fltuated between St. Bifcay may pafs with its fail up, and 

Mary*s Bay and Placentia Bay. this has given it the name of the pierced 

2^ Cape St. Lawrence is the northern- ifland." — Letters to the Ducnefs of 

moil extremity of the Ifland of Cape Lefdigui^res^ by Francis Xavier de 

Breton, and tne Ifland of St. Paul is Charlevoix, London, 1763, p. 12. 
twenty miles north-eaft of it. ••* The pofition in the roadftead was 

®<^ The' Ifle Perc^e, or pierced ifland, fouth-eaft of the harbor, fo that the har- 

is a fliort diftance north of the Ifland of bor was feen on the north-weft. Char- 

Bonaventure, at the entrance of Mai levoix calls it Moulin Baude. The 

Bay, near the village of Percde, where reader will find the pofition indicated 

there is a government light. Gafpd by the letter M on Champlain's map of 

Bay is fome miles farther north. " Be- the Port of Tadouflac. Baude Moulin 

low the bay," fays Charlevoix, "we (Baude Mill), diredly north of it, was 

perceive a kind of ifland, which is only probably a mill privilege, Charlevoix, 

a fteep rock about thirty fathoms long, in 1720, anchored there, and aflced 

ten high, and four in breadth : it looks them to fliow him the mill ; and they 

like part of an old wall, and they fay it ftiowed him fome rocks, from which 

joined formerly to Mount loli, which is iflfued a ftream of clear water. He adds, 

over againft it on the continent. This they might build a water-mill here, but 

rock has in the midft of it an opening probably it will never be done. 
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weft. The harbor is fmall, and can accommodate only about 
twenty veffels. It has water enough, and is under flielter 
of the river Saguenay and a little rocky ifland; which is 
almoft cut by the river ; elfewhere there are very high moun- 
tains with little foil and only rocks and fand, thickly covered 
with fuch wood as fir and birch. There is a fmall pond near 
the harbor, fliut in by mountains covered with wood. There 
are two points at the mouth : one on the fouth-weft fide, ex- 
tending out nearly a league into the fea, called Point St. 
Matthew, or otherwife Point aux AUouettes ; and another on 
the north-weft fide, extending out one-eighth of a league, and 
called Point of all Devils,^ from the dangerous nature of the 
place. The winds from the fouth-fouth-eaft ftrike the har- 
bor, which are not to be feared ; but thofe, however, from the 
Saguenay are. The two points above mentioned are dry at 
low tide : our veffel was unable to enter the harbor, as the 
wind and tide were unfavorable. I at once had the boat 
lowered, in order to go to the port and afcertain whether 
Pont Grav^ had arrived. While on the way, I met a fhallop 
with the pilot of Pont Grave and a Bafque, who came to 
inform me of what had happened to them becaufe they at- 
tempted to hinder the Bafque veffels from trading, according 
to the commiffion obtained by Sieur de Monts from his 
Majefty, that no veffels fhould trade without permiffion of 
Sieur de Monts, as was expreffed in it; and that, notwith- 
ftanding the notifications which Pont Grav^ made in behalf 
of his Majefty, they did not defift from forcibly carrying on 

their 

^^ Painte de tous Us Diables, Now is ilill called Pointe aux Alouettes, pr 
known as Pointe aux Vaches, cows. Lark Point. 
The point on the other fide of the river 
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their traffic ; and that they had ufed their arms and main- 
tained themfelves fo well in their veffel that, difcharging 
all their cannon upon that of Pont Grav6, and letting oflf 
many muflcet-fhots, he was feverely wounded, together with 
three of his men, one of whom died, Pont Grav^ mean- 
while making no refiftance; for at the firft fhower of muf- 
ketry he was flruck down. The Bafques came on board 
of the veffel and took away all the cannon and arms, de- 
claring that they would trade, notwithftanding the prohibi- 
tion of the King, and that when they were ready to fet out 
for France they would reftore to him his cannon and ammu- 
nition, and that they were keeping them in order to be in a 
ftate of fecurity. Upon hearing all thefe particulars, I was 
greatly annoyed at fuch a beginning, which we might have 
eafily avoided. 

Now, after hearing from the pilot all thefe things, I afked 
him why the Bafque had come on board of our veffel. He 
told me that he came in behalf of their mafter, named 
Darache, and his companions, to obtain affurance from me 
that I would do them no harm, when our veffel entered the 
harbor. 

I replied that I could not give any until I had feen Pont 
Grav^. The Bafque faid that, if I had need of any thing in 
their power, they would affift me accordingly. What led them 
to ufe this language was fimply their recognition of having 
done wrong, as they confeffed, and the fear that they would 
not be permitted to engage in the whale-fifhery. After talk- 
ing at length, I went afhore to fee Pont Grave, in order to 
deliberate as to what was to be done. I found him very ill. 
He related to me in detail all that had happened. We con- 
cluded 
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eluded that we could only enter the harbor by force, and that 
the fettlement muft not be given up for this year, fo that we 
confidered it bed, in order not to make a bad caufe out of a 
juft one, and thus work our ruin, to give them affurances 
on my part fo long as I fhould remain there, and that Pont 
Grave Ihould undertake nothing againft them, but that juftice 
fhould be done in France, and their differences Ihould be 
fettled there. 

Darache, mafter of the veffel, begged me to go on board, 
where he gave me a cordial reception. After a long confer- 
ence, I fecured an agreement between Pont Grave and him, 
and required him to promife that he would undertake noth- 
ing againft Pont Grav^, or what would be prejudicial to the 
King and Sieur de Monts; that, if he did the contrary, I 
fhould regard my promife as null and void. This was agreed 
to, and figned by each. 

In this place were a number of favages who had come for 
traffic in furs, feveral of whom came to our veffel with their 
canoes, which are from eight to nine paces long, and about a 
pace or pace and a half broad in the middle, growing nar- 
rower towards the two ends. They are very apt to turn 
over, in cafe one does not underfland managing them, and 
are made of birch bark, fhrengthened on the infide by little 
ribs of white cedar, very neatly arranged ; they are fo light 
that a man can eafily carry one. Each can carry a weight 
equal to that of a pipe. When they want to go overland to a 
river where they have bufmefs, they carry them with them. 
From Choiiacoet along the coaft as far as the harbor of 

Tadouffac, they are all alike. 

CHAPTER II. 
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Of the River S aguenay, and the Savages who visited us there. — Op 
THE Island of Orleans, and all that we observed there worthy 
OF Note. 

FTER this agreement, I had feme carpenters fet 
to work to fit up a little barque of twelve or 
fourteen tons, for carrying all that was needed 
for our fettlement, which, however, could not be 
got ready before the laft of June. 
Meanwhile, I managed to vifit fome parts of the river 
Saguenay, a fine river, which has the incredible depth of fome 
one hundred and fifty to two hundred fathoms.^ About fifty 
leagues from the mouth of the harbor, there is, as is faid, a 
great waterfall, defcending from a very high elevation with 
great impetuofity. There are fome iflands in this river, very 
barren, being only rocks covered with fiiiall firs and heathers. 
It is half a league broad in places, and a quarter of a league 
at its mouth, where the current is fo ftrong that at three- 
quarters flood-tide in the river it is ftill running out. All 
the land that I have feen confifts only of mountains and 

rocky 



®' The deepeft founding as laid 
down on Laurie's Chart is one hundred 
and forty-fix fathoms. The fame au- 
thority lays the banks of the river 
throughout its courfe are very rocky, 
and vary in height from one hundred 
and feventy to three hMndred and forty, 
yards above the flream. Its current 
IS broad, deep, and uncommonly vehe- 
ment : in fome places, where precipices 



intervene, are falls from fifty to fixty 
feet in height, down which the whole 
volume of water ruflies with tremendous 
fury and noife. The general breadth 
of the river is about two and a half 
miles, but at its mouth its width is 
contra6led to three-quarters of a mile. 
The tide runs upward about fixty-five 
miles from its mouth. 
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rocky promontories, for the moft part covered with fir and 
birch, a very unattra6live country on both fides of the river. 
In a word, it is mere waftes, uninhabited by either animals 
or birds ; for, going out hunting in places which feemed to 
me the moft pleafant, I found only fome very finall birds, 
fuch as fwallows and river birds, which go there in fummer. 
At other times, there are none whatever, in confequence of 
the exceflive cold. This river flows from the north-weft. 

The favages told me that, after pafling the firft fall, they 
meet with eight others, when they go a day's journey with- 
out finding any. Then they pafs ten others, and enter a 
lake,^ which they are three days in crofling, and they are 
eafily able to make ten leagues a day up ftream. At the end 
of the lake there dwells a migratory people. Of the three 
rivers which flow into this lake, one comes from the north, 
very near the fea, where they confider it much colder than in 
their own country ; and the other two from other directions 
in the interior,^ where are migratory favages, living only 
from hunting, and where our favages carry the merchandife 
we give them for their furs, fuch as beaver, marten, lynx, and 
otter, which are found there in large numbers, and which 

they 

^^ If the Indians were three days in pean who beheld that magnificent ex- 

croffing Lake St. John here referred to, panfe of inland water." — Vide Tranf- 

whofe length is varioufly dated to be tUlions^ Lit, and His, Soc, of QutbeCy 

from twenty-five to forty miles, it could 1867-68, p. 5. 

hardly have been the fliorteft time in ** The firft of thefe three rivers, 

which it were pofiible to pafs it. It which the traveller will meet as he 

ma^ have been the ufual time, fome of paffes up the northern fhore of the lake, 

which they gave to fifhing or hunting, is the Peribonca flowing fix)m the north- 

" In 1647, Father Jean Duquen, mif- eaft. The fecond is the Miftaflina, rep- 

fionary at Tadouffac, afcending the refented by the Indians as coming from 

Saguenay, difcovered the Lake St. John, the fait (ea. The third is the Cho- 

and noted its Indian name, Picouagami, mouchonan, flowing from the north- 

or Flat Lake. He was the firft Euro- weft. 

22 
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they then carry to our veffels. Thefe people of the north 
report to our favages that they fee the fait fea ; and, if that 
is true, as I think it certainly is, it can be nothing but a 
gulf entering the interior on the north.^ The favages fay 
that the diftance from the north fea to the port of TadoufTac 
is perhaps forty-five or fifty days' journey, in confequence of 
the difficulties prefented by the roads, rivers, and country, 
which is very mountainous, and where there is fnow for the 
moft part of the year. This is what I have definitely afcer- 
tained in regard to this river. I have often wifhed to explore 
it, but could not do fo without the favages, who were unwill- 
ing that I or any of our party fhould accompany them. 
Neverthelefs, they have promifed that I fhall do fo. This 
exploration would be defirable, in order to remove the doubts 
of many perfons in regard to the exiftence of this fea on the 

north, 

Champlain's Explanation of the accompanyino Map. 

POKT DB TaOOUCAC 

Tk4 figwrtM i$tdkaU tks fathoms 0/ waUr» 

A, A round mountain on the bank of the river Saguenay. B, The harbor of 
TadouiTac. C A fmall frefh-water brook. D. The encampment of the favages 
when they come to traffic. E, A peninfula partly encloAng the port of the river 
Saguenay. F, Point of All Devils. G, The river Saguenay. H, Point aux 
Alouettes. /. Very rough mountains covered with firs and beeches. Z. The 
mill Bode. M, The roaddead where veffels anchor while waiting for wind and 
tide. iV. A little pond near the harbor. O, A fmall brook coming from the 
pond and flowing into the Saguenay. P. Place without trees near the point 
where there is a quantity of grafs. 



^^ There was doubtlefs an Indian to Rupert River, which flows into the 
trail from the head-waters of the Miflaf- lower part of Hudfon's Bay. 
fina to MiflafOn Lake, and from thence 
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north, where it is maintained that the Englifh have gone in 
thefe latter years to find a way to China.^ 

I fet out from Tadouflac the laft day of the month to go 
to Quebec.^ We paffed near an ifland called Hare Ifland,"* 
diftant fix leagues from the above-named port: it is two 
leagues from the northern, and nearly four leagues from the 
fouthern fhore. From Hare Ifland we proceeded to a little 
river, dry at low tide, up which fome feven hundred or eight 
hundred paces there are two falls. We named it Salmon 
River,*^ fince we caught fome of thefe fifh in it. Coafting 
along the north fliore, we came to a point extending into the 
river, which we called Cap Dauphin,*** diftant three leagues 
from Salmon River. Thence we proceeded to another, which 

we 

"•^ The (kit fea referred to by the Englifh, a few chara6leriilic ones being 

Indians was undoubtedly Hudfon's Bay. omitted, fuch as Prince Henry, the 

The difcoverer of this bay, Henry Hua- King's Forlant, and Cape Charles. — 

fon, in the years 1607, 1608, and 1609, Vi£ Henry Hud/on the Navigator^ by 

was in the northern ocean fearching for G. M. Afher, LL.D., Hakluyt Society, 

a paffare to Cathay. In 16 10, he dif- i860, p. xliv. 

covered the ft rait and bay which now •• This was June 30, 1608. 

bear his name. He paiTed the winter •• IJle aux Lihvres^ or hares. This 

in the fouthern part of the bay ; and the name was given by Jacques Cartier, 

next year, 161 1, his failors in a mutiny and it is ftill called Hare Ifland. It is 

forced him and his officers into a fliallop about ten geographical miles long, and 

and abandoned them to perifli. Noth- generally about half or three-quarters 

in^ was heard of them afterward, of a mile wide. 

The fame of Hudfon's difcovery had ** Riviire aux Saulmons. "From 

reached Champlain before the publi- all appearances," fays Laverdi^re, *' this 

cation of this volume in 161 3. This Salmon River is ^hat which empties 

will be apparent by comparing Cham- into the ' Port k TEquilles,' eel harbor, 

plain's fmall map with the Tabula alfo called ' Port aux Quilles,' Skittles 

Nautica of Hucubn, publiflied in 161 2. Port Its mouth is two leagues from 

It will be feen that the whole of the Cape Salmon, with which it must not 

Carte G^ographique de la NouveUe be confounded." It is now known as 

France of Champlain, on the weft Black River. 

of Lumley's Inlet, including Hudfon's ^^ Cap Dauphin^ now called Cape 

Strait and Bay, is a copy from the Salmon, which is about three leagues 

Tabula Nautica. Even the names are in from Black River. 
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we named Eagle Cape,*** diflant eight leagues from Cap 
Dauphin. Between the two there is a large bay,*® at the ex- 
tremity of which is a little river dry at low tide. From Eagle 
Cape we proceeded to Ifle aux Coudres,*^ a good league dif- 
tant, which is about a league and a half long. It is nearly 
level, and grows narrower towards the two ends. On the 
weftern end there are meadows, and rocky points extending 
fome diftance out into the river. On the fouth-weft fide it 
is very reefy, yet very pleafant in confequence of the woods 
furrounding it It is diflant about half a league from the 
northern fhore, where is a little river extending fome diftance 
into the interior. We named it Riviere du Gouffre,**'* fince 
abreaft of it the tide runs with extraordinary rapidity ; and, 
although it has a calm appearance, it is always much agi- 
tated, the depth there being great: but the river itfelf is 
fhallow, and there are many rocks at and about its mouth. 
Coafting along from Ifle aux Coudres, we reached a cape 
which we named Cap de Tourmente,** five leagues diftant ; 

and 

•^ Cap d rAigUy now known as *** IJU aux Coudres, Hazel I Hand, 
Cap aux Oies, or Goofe Cape. The fo named by Jacques Cartier, ftill re- 
Eagle Cape of to-day is little more than tains its ancient appellation. Its dif- 
two leagues from Cape Salmon, while tance from Goofe Cape is about two 
Goofe Cape is about eight leagues, as leagues. The defcription of it in the 
ftated in the text. text is very accurate. 

*>' The bay ftretching between Cape *^* Riviere du Gouffre, This river 
Salmon and Goofe Cape is called Mai ftill retains this name, fignifying whirl- 
Bay, within which are Cape Eagle, pool, and is the fame that empties 
Murray Bay, Point au Pies, White mto St PauPs Bay, oppofite Ifle aux 
Cape, Red Cape, Black Cape, Point Coudres. 

Pire, Point Corneille, and Little Mai *^ Cap de Tourmenie, cape of the 

Bay. In the rear of Goofe Cape are tempeft, is eight leagues from Ifle aux 

Les Eboulemens Mountains, 2,547 feet Coudres, but about two from the Ifle of 

in height On the oppoflte fide of the Orleans, as ftated in the text, which 

river is Point Ouelle, and the river of fufficiently identifies it 
the fame name. 
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and we gave it this name becaufe, however little wind there 
may be, the water rifes there as if it were full tide. At this 
point, the water begins to be frefti. Thence we proceeded to 
the Ifland of Orleans,*^ a diftance of two leagues, on the 
fouth fide of which are numerous iflands, low, covered with 
trees and very pleafant, with large meadows, having plenty 
of game, fome being, fo far as I could judge, two leagues in 
length, others a trifle more or lefs. About thefe iflands are 
many rocks, alfo very dangerous (hallows, fome two leagues 
diflant from the main land on the fouth. All this fhore, both 
north and fouth, from Tadouflac to the Ifland of Orleans, is 
mountainous, and the foil very poor. The wood is pine, fir, 
and birch only, with very ugly rocks, fo that in mofl places 
one could not make his way. 

Now we pafled along fouth of the Ifland of Orleans, which 
is a league and a half diflant from the main land and half a 
league on the north fide, being fix leagues in length, and one 
in breadth, or in fome places a league and a half. On the 
north fide, it is very pleafant, on account of the great extent 
of woods and meadows there ; but it is very dangerous failing, 
in confequence of the numerous points and rocks between 
the main land and ifland, on which ve numerous fine oaks 

and 

*^ IfUdOrldans. Cartier difcovered probably the Froft Grape, Vitis cardu 
this iiland in 1635, and named it the folia. The '* Ifland of Orleans " foon 
Ifland of Bacchus, becaufe he faw vines became the fixed name of this ifland, 
erowing there, which he had not before which it ftill retains. Its Indian name 
leen in that region. He fays, " £t par- is faid to have been Afinigo, — Vide 
eillement y trouuafmes force vignes, ce Laverdi^re's intereftine note, (Euvres 
que n'auyons veu par cy deuant k toute de Champlain, Tome 11. p. 24. Cham- 
la terre, & par ce la nommafmes Pyfle plain's eflimate of the flze of the ifland 
de Bacchus." — Brief Rdctt de la Navi- is nearly accurate. It is, according to 
gation Faite en Moxxxv., par Jacques the Admiralty charts, feventeen marine 
Cartier, D'Avezac ed., Paris, 1863, pp. miles in length, and four in its greatefl 
14, 15. The grape found here was width. 
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and in fome places nut-trees, and on the borders of the woods 
vines and other trees fuch as we have in France. This place 
is the commencement of the fine and fertile country of the 
great river, and is diflant one hundred and twenty leagues 
from its mouth. Off the end of the ifland is a torrent of 
water on the north ftiore, proceeding from a lake ten leagues 
in the interior : "^ it comes down from a height of nearly 
twenty-five fathoms, above which the land is level and pleat 
ant, although farther inland are feen high mountains appear- 
ing to be from fifteen to twenty leagues diflant. 



CHAPTER III. 

Arrival at Quebec, where wb constructed our Place of Abode ; rrs 
Situation. — Conspiracy against the Service op the Kino and mr 
Life bv soke op our Men. — Punishment op thbh, and all that 
transpired in the affair. 




ROM the Ifland of Orleans to Quebec the dif- 
tance is a league. I arrived there on the 3d of 
July, when I fearched for a place fuitable for 
our fettlement, but I could find none more 
convenient or better fituated than the point of 
Quebec, 



"' This 1 
which rifes 
miles in the 
reference c 



! river Montmorency, 
ow Lake, fome fifty 
r. — F/oiChamplain's 
map of Quebec and 
^ave this name to the 
river, which il ililf retains, in honor of 
the Admiral Montmorency, to whom he 
dedicated his notes on the voyage of 
1603. — Vide Lavtrdi}re, in loco; alfo 
CAain>/ai», ed. 1633; Charlevoix's Ltt- 



fall of Montmorency : " Wficn thou art 
come to the end of the Ille, thou (hall 
fee a great River, which falleih fjfteene 
or twenty fathoms downe from a roclce, 
and makelh a terrible noy{e,"^//ai/uvt. 
Vol, 111. p. 293. The perpendicular 
defcenl of the Montmorency at the falls 
is 240 feet. 
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Quebec, fo called by the lavages,** which was covered with 
nut-trees. I at once employed a portion of our workmen in 

cutting 



Chaicplain's Explanation of the accompanying Map. 

QUBBBC. 

Tht figure* ittdicaU tht fatkamu of waUr. 

A. The fite where our habitation is built.^ B, Cleared land where we fow 
wheat and other grain.^ C. The gardens.* D, Small brook coming from marlhes.^ 
E, River where Jacques Cartier palTed the winter, which in his time he called 
St. Croix, and which name has been transferred to a place fifteen leagues 
above Quebec* F, River of the marfhes.* G. Place where was coUe^ed 
the grafs for the animals brought here.^ H, The grand fall of Montmorency, 
which defcends from a height of more than twenty-five fathoms into the river.* 
/. The end of the Ifland of Orleans. L. A very narrow point on the (hore eafl 
of Quebec* M. Roaring river which extends to the Etechemins. N, The great 
river of St Lawrence. O. Lake in the roaring river. P, Mountains in the 
interior ; bay which I named New Bifcay. q. Lake of the great fall of Mont- 
morency. *° R, Bear Brook." S, Brook du Gendre.** T, Meadows overflowed 
at every tide. V. Mont du Gas, very high, fituated on the bank of the river." 
X, Swift brook, adapted to all kinds of miUs. K Gravelly (hore where a quantity 
of diamonds are found fomewhat better than thofe of Alanfon. Z, The Point of 
Diamonds. 9. Places where the favages often build their cabins." 

Notes. The following notes on Champlain's explanation of his map of 
Quebec are by the Abb^ Diverdi^re, whofe accurate knowledge of that city and 

its 



*^ Champlain here plainly means to which fignifies fomething (hut up." — 

fay that the Indians call the narrow CharUvais^s Letters^ pp. 18, 19. Alfred 

place in the river Quedec, For this Hawkins, in his ''Hiitoricid RecoUec- 

meaning of the word, viz. narrowing tions of Quebec," regards the word of 

of waters, in the Algonquin language, Norman origin, which he finds on a 

the authority is abundant Laverdiere feal of the Duke of Suffolk, as early as 

quotes, as agreeing with him in this 1420. The theorv is ingenious; but it 

view, Bellenger, Ferland, and Lefcarbot. requires fome other chara^leriftic hif- 

"The narrowing of the river," fays toncal fa€ls to challenge our belief. 

Qiarlevoix, ** gave it the name of Qu^ When Cartier vifited Quebec, it was 

d^ or QuebeCy which in the Algonquin called by the natives Stadacone. — Vide 

language fignifies contra^ion. The Cartier^ s Brief Rdcit^ 1545, D'Avezac 

Abenaquis, whofe language is a dialedt ed., Paris, 1803, p. 14. 
of the Algonquin, call it Quelibec, 
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cutting them down, that we might conftru(5l our habitation 
there : one I fet to fawing boards, another to making a cellar 
and digging ditches, another I fent to Tadouflac with the 
barque to get fupplies. The firft thing we made was the 
ftorehoufe for keeping under cover our fupplies, which was 
promptly accompliftied through the zeal of all, and my atten- 
tion to the work. 

Some days after my arrival at Quebec, a lockfmith con- 
fpired againft the fervice of the king. His plan was to put 

me 

its environs renders them efpecially valuable. Thev are given entire, with only 
f1i,g;ht modifications. ^ That is properly the point ot Quebec, including what is at 
prefent enclofed by La Place, the ftreet Notre Dame, and the river. * This firft 
clearing muft have been what was called later the Efplanade du Fort, or Grande 
Place, or perhaps both. The Grande Place became, in 1658, the fort of the 
Hurons : it was the fpace included between the Cdte of the lower town and the 
Rue du Fort. * A little above the gardens, on the flope of the Cdte du Saut au 
Matelot, a crofs is feen, which feems to indicate that at that time the cemetery 
was where it is faid to be when it is mentioned fome years later for the firft time. 
^ According to the old plans of Quebec, thefe madhes were reprefented to be 
weft of Mont Carmel, and at the foot of the glacis of the Citadel. The brook 
pafled eaftward of the grounds of the Urfulines and J^fuites, followed for fome 
diftance the Rue de la Fabrique as far as the enclofure of the Hdtel Dieu, to 
the eaft of which it ran down the hill towards the foot of the C6te de la Cano- 
terie. * The river St. Charles. The letter E does not indicate precifely the place 
where Jacques Quartier wintered, but only the mouth of the river. • Judging 
from the outlines of the fhore, this brook, which came from the fouth-weft, flowed 
into the harbor of the Palais, towards the weftern extremity of the Pare. ' This 
is probably what was called later the barn of the Meffieurs de la Compagnie, or 
fimply La Grange, and appears to have been fomewhere on the avenue of Mont 
Carmel. ® The fall of Montmorency is forty fathoms or two hundred and forty 
French feet, or even more. ® Hence it is feen that in 1613 this point had as yet 
no name. In 1629, Champlain calls it Cap de L^vis : it can accordingly be con- 
cluded that this point derives its name from that of the Due de Ventadour, Henri 
de L^vis, and that it must have been fo named between the years 1625 and 1627, 
the time when he was regent. ^® The Lake of the Snows is the fource of the 
weftern branch of the Riviere du Saut. ^^ La Riviere de Beauport, which is called 
likewife La Diftillerie. ^^ Called later Ruifleau de la Cabane aux Taupiers, Riviere 
Chalifour, and finally Riviere des Fous, from the new infane afylum, bv the fite of 
which it now paftes. ^' Height where is now fituated the baftion of the Roi k la 
Citadelle. This name was given it, doubtlefs. in memory of M. de Monts, Pierre 
du Guaft. ^* This figure appears not only at the Point du Cap Diamant, but 
alfo along the ftiore of Beauport, and at the end of the Ifland of Orleans. 
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me to death, and, getting poffeffion of our fort, to put it into 
the hands of the Bafques or Spaniards, then at Tadouffac, 
beyond which veffels cannot go, from not having a knowledge 
of the route, nor of the banks and rocks on the way. 

In order to execute his wretched plan, by which he hoped 
to make his fortune, he fuborned four of the worft characters, 
as he fuppofed, telling them a thoufand falfehoods, and pre- 
fenting to them profpe<5ls of acquiring riches. 

Thefe four men, having been won over, all promifed to ad 
in fuch a manner as to gain the reft over to their fide ; fo 
that, for the time being, I had no one with me in whom I could 
put confidence, which gave them ftill more hope of making 
their plan fucceed: for four or five of my companions, in 
whom they knew that I put confidence, were on board of 
the barques, for the pufpofe of protecting the provifions and 
fupplies neceffary for our fettlement. 

In a word, they were fo fkilful in carrying out their 
intrigues with thofe who remained, that they were on the 
point of gaining all over to their caufe, even my lackey, prom- 
ifing them many things which they could not have fulfilled. 

Being now all agreed, they made daily different plans as to 
how they fhould put me to death, fo as not to be accufed of 
it, which they found to be a difficult thing. But the devil, 
blindfolding them all and taking away their reafon and every 
poffible difficulty, they determined to take me while unarmed, 
and ftrangle me ; or to give a falfe alarm at night, and (hoot 
me as I went out, in which manner they judged that they 
would accomplifh their work fooner than otherwife. They 
made a mutual promife not to betray each other, on penalty 
that the firft one who opened his mouth fhould be poniarded. 

*3 They 
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They were to execute their plan in four days, before the 
arrival of our barques, otherwife they would have been unable 
to carry out their fcheme. 

On this very day, one of our barques arrived, with our 
pilot, Captain Teftu, a very difcreet man. After the barque 
was unloaded, and ready to return to Tadouffac, there came 
to him a lockfmith, named Natel, an aflbciate of Jean du Val, 
the head of the confpiracy, who told him that he had prom- 
ifed the reft to do juft as they did ; but that he did not in 
fa<5l defire the execution of the plot, yet did not dare to make 
a difclofure in regard to it, from fear of being poniarded. 

Antoine Natel made the pilot promife that he would make 
no difclofure in regard to what he fhould fay, iince, if his 
companions fhould difcover it, they would put him to death. 
The pilot gave him his afTurance in all particulars, and afked 
him to ftate the charadler of the plot which they wilhed to 
cany out. This Natel did at length, when the pilot faid to 
him : " My friend, you have done well to difclofe fuch a ma- 
licious defign, and you Ihow that you are an upright man, and 
under the guidance of the Holy Spirit. But thefe things 
cannot be paffed by without bringing them to the knowledge 
of Sieur de Champlain, that he may make provifion againft 
them ; and I promife you that I will prevail upon him to 
pardon you and the reft. And I will at once," faid the pilot, 
" go to him without exciting any fufpicion ; and do you go 
about your bufinefs, liftening to all they may fay, and not 
troubling yourfelf about the reft." 

The pilot came at once to me, in a garden which I was 
having prepared, and faid that he wifhed to fpeak to me in a 
private place, where we could be alone. I readily affented, 

and 
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and we went into the wood, where he related to me the whole 
affair. I asked who had told it to him. He begged me to 
pardon him who had made the difclofure, which I confented 
to do, although he ought to have addreffed himfelf to me. 
He was afraid, he replied, that you would become angry, and 
harm him. I told him that I was able to govern myfelf 
better than that, in fuch a matter ; and defired him to have 
the man come to me, that I might hear his flatement. He 
went, and brought him all trembling with fear left I fhould 
do him fome harm. I reafTured him, telling him not to be 
afraid; that he was in a place of fafety, and that I fhould 
pardon him for all that he had done, together with the others, 
provided he would tell me in full the truth in regard to the 
whole matter, and the motive which had impelled them to it. 
" Nothing," he faid, " had impelled them, except that they 
had imagined that, by giving up the place into the hands of 
the Bafques or Spaniards, they might all become rich, and 
that they did not want to go back to France." He alfo 
related to me the remaining particulars in regard to their 
confpiracy. 

After having heard and queflioned him, I directed him to 
go about his work. Meanwhile, I ordered the pilot to bring 
up his Ihallop, which he did. Then I gave two bottles of 
wine to a young man, directing him to fay to thefe four 
worthies, the leaders of the confpiracy, that it was a prefent 
of wine, which his friends at Tadouffac had given him, and 
that he wifhed to fhare it with them. This they did not 
decline, and at evening were on board the barque where he 
was to give them the entertainment. I loft no time in going 
there fhortly after ; and caufed them to be feized, and held 
until the next day. Then 
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Then were my worthies aftoniftied indeed. I at once had 
all get up, for it was about ten o'clock in the evening, and 
pardoned them all, on condition that they would difclofe to 
me the truth in regard to all that had occurred ; which they 
did, when I had them retire. 

The next day I took the depofitions of all, one after the 
other, in the prefence of the pilot and lailors of the veffel, 
which I had put down in writing ; and they were well pleafed, 
as they faid, fince they had lived only in fear of each other, 
efpecially of the four knaves who had enfnared them. But 
now they lived in peace, fatisfied, as they declared, with the 
treatment which they had received. 

The fame day I had fix pairs of handcufiFs made for the 
authors of the confpiracy : one for our furgeon, named Bon- 
nerme, one for another, named La Taille, whom the four 
confpirators had accufed, which, however, proved falfe, and 
confequently they were given their liberty. 

This being done, I took my worthies to Tadouffac, beg^ 
ging Pont Gravd to do me the favor of guarding them, 
fince I had as yet no fecure place for keeping them, and as 
we were occupied in conftru6ling our places of abode. An- 
other objedl was to confult with him, and others on the fhip, 
as to what fhould be done in the premifes. We fiiggefled 
that, after he had finifhed his work at Tadouffac, he fhould 
come to Quebec with the prifoners, where we fhould have 
them confronted with their witneffes, and, after giving them 
a hearing, order juftice to be done according to the offence 
which they had committed. 

I went back the next day to Quebec, to haflen the com- 
pletion of our ftorehoufe, fo as to fecure our provifions, 

which 
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which had been mifufed by all thofe fcoundrels, who fpared 
nothing, without refledling how they could find more when 
thefe failed ; for I could not obviate the difficulty until the 
ftorehoufe ftiould be completed and fhut up. 

Pont Grave arrived fome time after me, with the prifoners, 
which caufed uneafiness to the workmen who remained, fince 
they feared that I fhould pardon them, and that they would 
avenge themfelves upon them for revealing their wicked 
defign. 

We had them brought face to face, and they affirmed 
before them all which they had ftated in their depofitions, the 
prifoners not denying it, but admitting that they had adled 
in a wicked manner, and fhould be punifhed, unlefs mercy 
might be exercifed towards them ; accurfing, above all, Jean 
du Val, who had been trying to lead them into fuch a con- 
fpiracy from the time of their departure from France. Du 
Val knew not what to fay, except that he deferved death, 
that all ftated in the depofitions was true, and that he begged 
for mercy upon himfelf and the others, who had given in 
their adherence to his pernicious purpofes. 

After Pont Grave and I, the captain of the veflel, furgeon, 
mate, fecond mate, and other failors, had heard their depofi- 
tions and face to face ftatements, we adjudged that it would 
be enough to put to death Du Val, as the inftigator of the 
confpiracy ; and that he might ferve as an example to thofe 
who remained, leading them to deport themfelves corredlly 
in future, in the difcharge of their duty ; and that the Span- 
iards and Bafques, of whom there were large numbers in the 
country, might not glory in the event. We adjudged that 
the three others be condemned to be hung, but that they 

fhould 
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fhould be taken to France and put into the hands of Sieur 
de Monts, that fuch ample juftice might be done them as he 
fhould recommend ; that they ftiould be fent with all the evi- 
dence and their fentence, as well as that of Jean du Val, 
who was ftrangled and hung at Quebec, and his head was 
put on the end of a pike, to be fet up in the mod confpicuous 
place on our fort. 

CHAPTER IV. 

Return of Pont Grave to France. — Description of our Quarters 
AND the Place where Jacques Cartier stayed in 1535. 

FTER all thefe occurrences, Pont Grave fet out 
from Quebec, on the i8th of September, to re- 
turn to France with the three prifoners. After 
he had gone, all who remained conducted them- 
felves correftly in the difcharge of their duty. 
I had the work on our quarters continued, which was 
compofed of three buildings of two ftories. Each one was 
three fathoms long, and two and a half wide. The ftore- 
houfe was fix fathoms long and three wide, with a fine cellar 
fix feet deep. I had a gallery made all around our buildings, 
on the outfide, at the fecond ftory, which proved very con- 
venient. There were alfo ditches, fifteen feet wide and fix 
deep. On the outer fide of the ditches, I conftrudled feveral 
fpurs, which enclofed a part of the dwelling, at the points 
where we placed our cannon. Before the habitation there is 
a place four fathoms wide and fix or feven long, looking out 
upon the river-bank. Surrounding the habitation are very 
good gardens, and a place on the north fide fome hundred or 

hundred 
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hundred and twenty paces long and fifty or fixty wide. More- 
over, near Quebec, there is a little river, coming from a lake 
in the interior,^® diftant fix or feven leagues from our fettle- 
ment. I am of opinion that this river, which is north a quarter 
north-weft from our fettlement, is the place where Jacques 

Cartier 



ChAMPLAIN'S EXPI.ANATION OF THE ACCOMPANYING MAP. 

Abitation db Qubbbo}. 

A, The florehoufe. B. Dgve-cote. C A building where our arms are kept, 
and for lodging our workmen. D, Another building for our workmen. E, Dial. 
F. Another building, comprifmg the blackfmith's fhop and the lodgings of the 
mechanics. G. Galleries extending entirely round the dwellings. H, The dwell- 
ing of Sieur de Champlain. /. Gate to the habitation where there is a draw- 
bridge. Z,. Promenade about the habitation ten feet wide, extending to the 
border of the moat M. Moat extending all round our habitation. N. Plat- 
forms, of a tenaille form, for our cannon. O, Garden of Sieur de Champlain. 
P, The kitchen. Q, Open fpace before the habitation on the bank of the river. 
R, The great river St. Lawrence. 



«w The river St. Charles flows from 
a lake in the interior of the fame name. 
It was called by the Montagnais, ac- 
cording to Sagard as cited by Laver- 
di^re, in loco, " Cabirecoubat, becaufe 
it turns and forms feveral points." Car- 
tier named it the Holv Crofs, or St. 
Croix, becaufe he fays he arrived there 
" that day ; " that is, the day on which 
the exaltation of the Crofs is celebrated, 
the 14th of September, 1535. — Vide 
Cartier, Hakluyt, Vol. III. p. 266. The 
R^colle6ls gave it the name of St 
Charles, after the grand vicar of Pon- 
toife, Charles des Boues. — Laverdih^e, 
in loco. Jacques Cartier wintered on the 
north (hore of the St. Charles, which he 
called the St Croix, or the Holy Crofs, 
about a league from Quebec. " Hard 



by, there is, in that riuer, one place 
very narrow, deep, and fwift running, 
but it is not pafling the third part 
of a league, ouer againft the which 
there is a goodly high piece of land, 
with a towne therein : and the country 
about it is very well tilled and wrought, 
and as eood as poffibly can be feene. 
This is the place and abode of Donna- 
cona, and 01 our two men we took in 
our firft voyage, it is called Stadacona, 
. . . vnder which towne toward the 
North the riuer and port of the holy 
croffe is, where we flaied from the 15 of 
September vntil the 16 of May, 1536, 
and there our fhips remained dry as we 
faid before." — Vide Jacques Cartier, 
Second Voyage, Hakluyt, Vol. III. 
p. 277. 
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Cartier wintered,*" fince there are ftill, a league up the river, 
remains of what feems to have been a chimney, the founda- 
tion of which has been found, and indications of there hav- 
ing been ditches furrounding their dwelling, which was 
fmall. We found, alfo, large pieces of hewn, worm-eaten 
timber, and fome three or four cannon-balls. All thefe 
things fhow clearly that there was a fettlement there founded 
by Chriftians ; and what leads me to fay and believe that it 
was that of Jacques Cartier is the fadl that there is no evi- 
dence whatever that any one wintered and built a houfe in 
thefe places except Jacques Cartier, at the time of his difcov- 
eries. This place, as I think, muft have been called St 
Croix, as he named it; which name has fmce been tranf- 
ferred to another place fifteen leagues weft of our fettlement. 
But there is no evidence of his having wintered in the place 
now called St. Croix, nor in any other there, fmce in this 
dire6lion there is no river or other place large enough for 
veffels except the main river or that of which I fpoke above ; 
here there is half a fathom of water at low tide, many rocks, 
and a bank at the mouth ; for veffels, if kept in the main river, 
where there are ftrong currents and tides, and ice in the win- 
ter, drifting along, would run the rifk of being loft ; efpecially 
as there is a fandy point extending out into the river, and 
filled with rocks, between which we have found, within the 
last three years, a paffage not before difcovered; but one 
muft go through cautioufly, in confequence of the dangerous 
points there. This place is expofed to the north-weft winds ; 

and 

•** The fpot where Jacques Cartier wintered was at the jundtion of the river 
Lairet and the St. Charles. 
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and the river runs as if it were a fall, the tide ebbing two and 
y\\ a half fathoms. There are no figns of buildings here, nor 
\ any indications that a man of judgment would fettle in this 

place, there being many other better ones, in cafe one were 
obliged to make a permanent flay. I have been defirous of 
fpeaking at length on this point, fince many believe that the 
abode of Jacques Cartier was here, which I do not believe, 
for the reafons here given; for Cartier would have left to 
pofterity a narrative of the matter, as he did in the cafe of 
all he faw and difcovered ; and I maintain that my opinion 
is the true one, as can be fhown by the hiftory which 
he has left in writing. 

As ftill farther proof that this place now called St. Croix is 
not the place where Jacques Cartier wintered, as mod perfons 
think, this is what he fays about it in his difcoveries, taken 
from his hiftory; namely, that he arrived at the Ifle aux 
Coudres on the 5th of December,^ i535> which he called by 
this name, as hazel-nuts were found there. There is a ftrong 
tidal current in this place ; and he fays that it is three leagues 
long, but it is quite enough to reckon a league and a half. 
On the 7th of the month, Notre Dame Day,*^ he fet out 
from this ifland to go up the river, in which he faw fourteen 
iflands, diftant feven or eight leagues from Ifle aux Coudres 

on 

"* Cartier difcovered the Ifle of •^ Notre Dame Day, umr de ncftre 
Coudres, that is, the ifle of filberts or dame^ fliould read " Notre Dame Eve." 
hazel-nuts, on the 6th of September, Cartier fays, *' LefepHefme umr dudUl 
1535. — Vide Cartier^ 1545, D'Avezac moys tour noflre'damey'* etc. — Idem^ 
ed., Paris, 1863, p. 12. This ifland is p. 12. Hakluyt renders it, ''The feu- 
five nautical miles long, which agrees enth of the moneth being our Ladees 
with the flatement of Champlain, and euen." — Vol. III. p. 265. 
its greatefl width is two miles and a 
quarter. 

24 
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on the fouth. He errs fomewhat in this eftimation, for it 
is not more than three leagues."* He alfo fays that the 
place where the iflands are is the commencement of the 
land or province of Canada, and that he reached an ifland 
ten leagues long and five wide, where extenfive fifheries are 
carried on, fifh being here, in fa6l, very abundant, efpecially 
the fturgeon. But its length is not more than fix leagues, 
and its breadth two ; a fa6l well recognized now. He fays 
alfo that he anchored between this ifland and the main land 
on the north, the fmallefl paflage, and a dangerous one, 
where he landed two favages whom he had taken to France, 
and that, after flopping in this place fome time with the 
people of the country, he fent for his barques and went 
farther up the river, with the tide, feeking a harbor and 
place of fecurity for his (hips. He fays, farther, that they 
went on up the river, coafting along this ifland, the length 
of which he eftimates at ten leagues ; and after it was pafTed 
they found a very fine and pleafant bay, containing a little 
river and bar harbor, which they found very favorable for 
fheltering their veflels. This they named St. Croix, fince 
he arrived there on this day ; and at the time of the voyage 
of Cartier the place was called Stadaca,^^ but we now call 
it Quebec. He fays, alfo, that after he had examined this 
place he returned to get his veflels for paffing the winter 
there. 

Now we may conclude, accordingly, that the diftance is 

only 

•^* As Champlain fuggefts, thefe in much lefs than feven or eight leagues, 
iflands are only three leagues higher as Cartier eftimates. 
up the river ; but, as they are on the op- "^ This was an error in tranfcribing. 
pofite fide, they could not be compafled Cartier has Stadacone. — Vide Brief 

Ricit^ 1545, D'Avezac ed., p. 14. 
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only five leagues from the Ifle aux Coudres to the Ifle of 
Orleans,^^^ at the weftern extremity of which the river is very 
broad ; and at which bay, as Cartier calls it, there is no other 
river than that which he called St. Croix, a good league 
diftant from the Ifle of Orleans, in which, at low tide, there 
is only half a fathom of water. It is very dangerous for 
veflels at its mouth, there being a large number of fpurs; 
that is, rocks fcattered here and there. It is accordingly 
neceflary to place buoys in order to enter, there being, as I 
have dated, three fathoms of water at ordinary tides, and 
four fathoms, or four and a half generally, at the great tides 
at full flood. It is only fifteen hundred paces from our 
habitation, which is higher up the river; and, as I have 
ftated, there is no other river up to the place now called St. 
Croix, where veflels can lie, there being only little brooks. 
The fliores are flat and dangerous, which Cartier does not 
mention until the time that he fets out from St. Croix, now 
called Quebec, where he left his veflels, and built his place of 
abode, as is feen from what follows. 

On the 19th of September, he fet out from St Croix, 
where his veflels were, fetting fail with the tide up the river, 
which they found very pleafant, as well on account of the 
woods, vines, and dwellings, which were there in his time, as 
for other reafons. They caft anchor twenty-five leagues 
from the entrance to the land of Canada ; ^^ that is, at the 

weftern 

^^ The diilance, according to Laurie's fitiiated at or about Quebec. This (late- 
Chart, is at leafl twenty-iix nautical ment is confirmed by the teftimony of 
miles. Cartier : " Ledidl Donnacona pria noftre 

^"^ Canada at this time was regarded cappitaine de aller le lendemain veoir 
by the Indians as a limited territory, Canada, Ce que luy promifl le di6l 

cappitaine. 
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weftern extremity of the Ifle of Orleans, fo called by Cartier. 
What is now called St Croix was then called Achelacy, at 
a narrow pafs where the river is very fwift and dangerous on 
account of the rocks and other things, and which can only 
be paffed at flood-tide. Its diftance from Quebec and the 
river where Cartier wintered is fifteen leagues. 

Now, throughout the entire extent of this river, from 
Quebec to the great fall, there are no narrows except at the 
place now called St. Croix, the name of which has been 
transferred from one place to another one, which is very dan- 
gerous, as my defcription fhows. And it is very apparent, 
from his narrative, that this was not the fite of his habitation, 
as is claimed ; but that the latter was near Quebec, and that 
no one had entered into a fpecial inveftigation of this matter 
before my doing fo in my voyages. For the firft time I was 
told that he dwelt in this place, I was greatly aftonifhed, find- 
ing no trace of a river for veffels, as he ftates there was. 

This 

cappitaine. Et le ledemain, 13. iour du Croix, a fhort diftance up the St 

di6l moys, ledi6l cappitaine auecques Charles, which flows into the St. Law- 

fes gentilz hommes accompaigne de rence at Quebec ; and the little Indian 

cinquante compaignons bien en ordre, village, or camp, which Donnacona 

allerdt veoir ledict Donnacona & fon called Canada, was at Quebec. Other 

peuple, qui eft diftat dou eftoient lef- paflages from Cartier, as well as from 

di6les nauires d'une lieue." — Vide Brief Jean Alfonfe, harmonize with this which 

R^cit, 1545* D'Avezac ed., p. 29. Of we have cited. Canada was therefore 

the above the following is Hakluyt's in Cartier's time only the name of a 

tranflation : " Donnacona their Lord very fmall territory covered by an In- 

defired our Captaine the next day to dian village. When it became the cen- 

come and fee Canada, which he prom- tre of French interefts, it aflumed a 

ifed to doe : for the next dav being the wider meaning. The St. Lawrence was 

13 of the moneth, he with all his Gen- often called tne River of Canada, then 

tlemen and fiftie Mariners very well the territory on its fhores, and finally 

appointed, went to vifite Donnacona and Canada has come to comprehend the 

his people, about a league from our vaft Britifti poiTeflions in America known 

(hips." as the ** Dominion of Canada." 
Their ftiips were at this time at St. 
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This led me to make a careful examination, in order to 
remove the fufpicion and doubt of many perfons in regard 
to the matter.^^® 

While the carpenters, fawers of boards, and other work- 
men, were employed on our quarters, I fet all the others to 
work clearing up around our place of abode, in preparation 
for gardens in which to plant grain and feeds, that we 
might fee how they would flourifh, as the foil feemed to be 
very good. 

Meanwhile, a large number of favages were encamped in 
cabins near us, engaged in fifhing for eels, which begin to 
come about the 15th of September, and go away on the 15th 
of Odlober. During this time, all the favages fubfift on this 
food, and dry enough of it for the winter to lafl until the month 
of February, when there are about two and a half, or at moft 
three, feet of fnow ; and, when their eels and other things 
which they dry have been prepared, they go to hunt the 
beaver until the beginning of January. At their departure 
for this purpofe, they intrufted to us all their eels and other 
things, until their return, which was on the 15th of December. 
But they did not have great fuccefs in the beaver-hunt, as 
the amount of water was too great, the rivers having overrun 
their banks, as they told us. I returned to them all their 
fupplies, which lafted them only until the 20th of January. 
When their fupply of eels gave out, they hunted the elk and 

fuch 

•^' The locality of Cartier's winter- overwhelming teftimony which he brin^ 

quarters is eilabliihed by Champlain to bear upon the fubjedl. Charlevoix 

with the certainty of an hiftorical dem- makes the St. Croix of Cartier the 

onftration, and yet there are to be found Riviere de Jacques Cartier. — Vide 

thofe whofe judgment is fo warped by Shears Charlevoix, Vol. I. p. 116. 
preconceived opinion that they refift the 
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fuch other wild beads as they could find until fpring, when I 
was able to fupply them with various things. I paid efpecial 
attention to their cuftoms. 

Thefe people fufiEer fo much from lack of food that they 
are fometimes obliged to live on certain fhell-fifh, and eat 
their dogs and the fkins with which they clothe themfelves 
againft the cold. I am of opinion that, if one were to fhow 
them how to live, and teach them the cultivation of the foil 
and other things, they would learn very aptly. For many of 
them pofTefs good fenfe, and anfwer properly queftions put to 
them. They have a bad habit of taking vengeance, and are 
great liars, and you muft not put much reliance on them, ex- 
cept judicioufly, and with force at hand. They make prom- 
ifes readily, but keep their word poorly. The moft of them 
obferve no law at all, fo far as I have been able to fee, and 
are, befides, full of fuperflitions. I afked them with what 
ceremonies they were accuftomed to pray to their God, when 
they replied that they had none, but that each prayed to him 
in his heart, as he wiflied. That is why there is no law among 
them, and they do not know what it is to worfhip and pray 
to God, living as they do like brute beafts. But I think that 
they would foon become good Chriftians, if people would come 
and inhabit their country, which they are for the moft part 
defirous of. There are fome favages among them, called by 
them Pilotois, whom they believe have intercourfe with the 
devil face to face, who tells them what they muft do in regard 
to war and other things ; and, if he fhould order them to exe- 
cute any undertaking, they would obey at once. So, alfo, they 
believe that all their dreams are true ; and, in fadl, there are 
many who fay that they have had vifions and dreams about 

matters 
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matters which a6lually come to pafs or will do fo. But, to 
tell the truth, thefe are diabolical vifions, through which they 
are deceived and mifled. This is all I have been able to 
learn about their brutifti faith. All thefe people are well 
proportioned in body, without deformity, and are agile. The 
women, alfo, are well-formed, plump, and of a fwarthy color, in 
confequence of certain pigments with which they rub them- 
felves, and which give them a permanent olive color. They 
are dreffed in fkins : a part only of the body is covered. But 
in winter they are covered throughout, in good furs of elk, 
otter, beaver, bear, feals, deer, and roe, of which they have large 
quantities. In winter, when the fnow is deep, they make a 
fort of fnow-ftioe of large fize, two or three times as large as 
that ufed in France, which they attach to their feet, thus going 
over the fnow without finking in ; otherwile, they could not 
hunt or walk in many places. They have a fort of marriage, 
which is as follows : When a girl is fourteen or fifteen years 
old, and has feveral fuitors, flie may keep company with all fhe 
likes. At the end of five or fix years, (he takes the one that 
pleafes her for her hufband, and they live together to the end 
of their lives. But if, after living fome time together, they 
have no children, the man can difunite himfelf and take 
another woman, alleging that his own is good for nothing. 
Hence, the girls have greater freedom than the married 
women. 

After marriage, the women are chafte, and their hufbands 
generally jealous. They give prefents to the fathers or rela- 
tives of the girls they have wedded. Thefe are the ceremo- 
nies and forms obferved in their marriages. In regard to 
their burials : When a man or a woman dies, they dig a pit, 

in 
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in which they put all their property, as kettles, furs, axes, 
bows, arrows, robes, and other things. Then they place the 
body in the pit and cover it with earth, putting on top many 
large pieces of wood, and another piece upright, painted red 
on the upper part. They believe in the immortality of the 
foul, and fay that they fhall be happy in other lands with their 
relatives and friends who are dead. In the cafe of captains 
or others of fome diftindtion, they celebrate a banquet three 
times a year after their death, finging and dancing about the 
grave. 

All the time they were with us, which was the moft fecure 
place for them, they did not ceafe to fear their enemies to 
fuch an extent that they often at night became alarmed while 
dreaming, and fent their wives and children to our fort, the 
gates of which I had opened to them, allowing the men to 
remain about the fort, but not permitting them to enter, for 
their perfons were thus as much in fecurity as if they had 
been infide. I alfo had five or fix of our men go out to reaf- 
fure them, and to go and afcertain whether they could fee 
any thing in the woods, in order to quiet them. They are 
very timid and in great dread of their enemies, fcarcely ever 
fleeping in repofe in whatever place they may be, although I 
conftantly reaffured them, fo far as I could, urging them to 
do as we did ; namely, that they fhould have a portion watch 
while the others flept, that each one fhould have his arms in 
readinefs like him who was keeping watch, and that they 
fhould not regard dreams as the actual truth to be relied 
upon, fince they are moflly only falfe, to which I alfo added 
other words on the fame fubje6l. But thefe remonflrances 
were of little avail with them, and they faid that we knew 

better 
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better than they how to keep guard againft all things ; and 
that they, in courfe of time, if we continued to flay with 
them, would be able to learn it 



CHAPTER V. 

Seeds and Vines planted at Quebec. — Coumencehent of the Winter 
AND IcB. — Extreme Destitution of Certain Indians. 

|]N the ift of Offlober, I had fome wheat fown, 
and on the 15th fome rye. On the 3d, there 
was a white froft in fome places, and the leaves 
of the trees began to fall on the 15th. On the 
24th, I had fome native vines fet out, which 
flouriftied very well. But, after leaving the fettlement to go 
to France, they were all fpoiled from lack of attention, at 
which I was much troubled on my return. On the i8th of 
November, there was a great fall of fnow, which remained 
only two days on the ground, during which time there was a 
violent gale of wind. There died during this month a failor 
and our lockfmith*'* of dyfentery, fo alfo many Indians from 
eating eels badly cooked, as I think. On the 5th of February, 
it fnowed violently, and the wind was high for two days. On 
the 20th, fome Indians appeared on the other flde of the 
river, calling to us to go to their affiflance, which was beyond 
our power, on account of the large amount of ice drifting in 
the river. Hunger preffed upon thefe poor wretches fo fe- 
verely that, not knowing what to do, they refolved, men, women, 

and 
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and children, to crofs the river or die, hoping that I (hould 
affift them in their extreme want. Having accordingly made 
this refolve, the men and women took the children and em- 
barked in their canoes, thinking that they could reach our 
fhore by an opening in the ice made by the wind ; but they 
were fcarcely in the middle of the ftream when their canoes 
were caught by the ice and broken into a thoufand pieces. 
But they were fkilful enough to throw themfelves with the 
children, which the women carried on their backs, on a large 
piece of ice. As they were on it, we heard them crying out 
fo that it excited intenfe pity, as before them there feemed 
nothing but death. But fortune was fo favorable to thefe poor 
wretches that a large piece of ice ftruck againft the fide of 
that on which they were, fo violently as to drive them afhore. 
On feeing this favorable turn, they reached the fhore with 
as much delight as they ever experienced, notwithflanding 
the great hunger from which they were fuffering. They pro- 
ceeded to our abode, fo thin and haggard that they feemed 
like mere fkeletons, mofl of them not being able to hold 
themfelves up. I was afloniflied to fee them, and obferve the 
manner in which they had croffed, in view of their being fo 
feeble and weak. I ordered fome bread and beans to be 
given them. So great was their impatience to eat them, that 
they could not wait to have them cooked. I lent them alfo 
fome bark, which other favages had given me, to cover their 
cabins. As they were making their cabin, they difcovered a 
piece of carrion, which I had had thrown out nearly two 
months before to attra(5l the foxes, of which we caught black 
and red ones, like thofe in France, but with heavier fur. 
This carrion confiiled of a fow and a dog, which had fuf- 

tained 
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tained all the rigors of the weather, hot and cold. When the 
weather was mild, it ftank fo badly that one could not go 
near it. Yet they feized it and carried it oflF to their cabin, 
where they forthwith devoured it half cooked. No meat 
ever feemed to them to tafte better. I fent two or three 
men to warn them not to eat it, unlefs they wanted to die : 
as they approached their cabin, they fmelt fuch a ftench from 
this carrion half warmed up, each one of the Indians holding 
a piece in his hand, that they thought they fhould difgorge, 
and accordingly fcarcely flopped at all. Thefe poor wretches 
finiflied their repafl. I did not fail, however, to fupply them 
according to my refources ; but this was little, in view of the 
large number of them. In the fpace of a month, they would 
have eaten up all our provifions, if they had had them in 
their power, they are fo gluttonous: for, when they have 
edibles, they lay nothing afide, but keep confuming them 
day and night without refpite, afterwards dying of hunger. 
They did alfo another thing as difgufling as that juft men- 
tioned. I had caufed a bitch to be placed on the top of a 
tree, which allured the martens**^ and birds of prey, from 
which I derived pleafure, fince generally this carrion was at- 
tacked by them. Thefe favages went to the tree, and, being 
too weak to climb it, cut it down and forthwith took away 
the dog, which was only Ikin and bones, the tainted head 
emitting a flench, but which was at once devoured. 

This is the kind of enjoyment they experience for the 
moft part in winter ; for in fummer they are able to fupport 
themfelves, and to obtain provifions fo as not to be affailed 

by 

^^ Martres. The common weafel, Muftela vulgaris. 
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by fuch extreme hunger, the rivers abounding in fifli, while 
birds and wild animals fill the country about The foil 
is very good and well adapted for tillage, if they would 
but take pains to plant Indian com, as all their neighbors 
do, the Algonquins, Ochaftaiguins,^^ and Iroquois, who are 
not attacked by fuch extremes of hunger, which they pro- 
vide againft by their carefulnefs and forefight, fo that they 
live happily in comparifon with the Montagnais, Canadians, 
and Souriquois along the feacoaft. This is in the main their 
wretched manner of life. The fnow and ice laft three months 
there, from January to the 8th of April, when it is nearly 
all melted : at the lateft, it is only feldom that any is feen 
at the end of the latter month at our fettlement. It is re- 
markable that fo much fnow and ice as there is on the river, 
and which is from two to three fathoms thick, is all melted 
in lefs than twelve days. From Tadouffac to Gafp^, Cape 
Breton, Newfoundland, and the Great Bay, the fnow and ice 
continue in moft places until the end of May, at which time 

the 

^^ Ochaftaiguins. This, fays La- State of New York, and comprifed what 
verdi^re, is what Champlain firft called are generally known as the Five Nations, 
the Hurons, from the name of Ocha- The Montagnais or Montaignets had 
teguin, one of their chiefs. Huron was their great trading-poft at Tadouflac, 
a nickname : the proper name of this and roamed over a vail territory north 
tribe was Wendot or Wyandot. They and eaft of that point, and weft of it as 
occupied the eaftern bank of Lake Hu- far as the mountains that feparate the 
ron and the fouthern (hores of the waters of the Saguenay and thofe of the 
Georgian Bay. The knowledge of the Ottawa. The name was given to them 
feveral tribes here referred to had been by the French from this mountain 
obtained by Champlain, partly from his range. The Canadians were thofe 
own obfervation and partly from the about the neighborhood of Quebec. 
Indians. The Algommequins or Al- The Souriquois were of Nova Scotia, 
gonquins, known at this time to Cham- and fubfequently known as Micmacs. 
plain, were from the region of the Of moft of thefe difiPerent tribes, Cham- 
Ottawa. The Yroquois or Iroquois plain could fpeak from perfonal knowl- 
dwelt fouth of the St. Lawrence in the edge. 
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the entire entrance of the great river is fealed with ice ; al- 
though at Quebec there is none at all, fliowing a ftrange dif- 
ference for one hundred and twenty leagues in longitude, for 
the entrance to the river is in latitude 49** 50' to 5I^ and our 
fettlement ^ in 46** 40', 




CHAPTER VI. 

The Scurvy at Quebec — How the Winter passed. — Description of 
THE Place. — Arrival at Quebec op Sieur des Marais, Son-in- 
law OP Pont Grave. 

HE fcurvy began very late ; namely, in February, 
and continued until the middle of April. Eigh- 
teen were attacked, and ten died; five others 
dying of the dyfentery. I had fome opened, to 
fee whether they were tainted, like thofe I had 
feen in our other fettlements. They were found the fame. 
Some time after, our furgeon died.^ All this troubled us 
very much, on account of the difficulty we had in attending 
to the fick. The nature of this difeafe I have defcribed 
before. 

It is my opinion that this difeafe proceeds only from eating 
exceffively of fait food and vegetables, which heat the blood 
and corrupt the internal parts. The winter is alfo, in part, 
its caufe; fince it checks the natural warmth, caufing a 
ftill greater corruption of the blood. There rife alfo from 

the 

«" Laverdiire gives the exa6l latitude •* His name was Bonoerme. — Vids 
of Quebec at the Obfervatoiv, on the antea^ p. 180. 
authority of Captain Bayfield, as 46^ 
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the earth, when firft cleared up, certain vapors which infe(5l 
the air : this has been obferved in the cafe of thofe who have 
lived at other fettlements ; after the firft year when the fun 
had been let in upon what was not before cleared up, as 
well in our abode as in other places, the air was much 
better, and the difeafes not fo violent as before. But the 
country is fine and pleafant, and brings to maturity all kinds 
of grains and feeds, there being found all the various kinds 
of trees, which we have here in our forefts, and many fruits, 
although they are naturally wild ; as, nut-trees, cherry-trees, 
plum-trees, vines, rafpberries, ftrawberries, currants, both green 
and red, and feveral other fmall fruits, which are very good. 
There are alfo feveral kinds of excellent plants and roots. 
Fiftiing is abundant in the rivers ; and game without limit on 
the numerous meadows bordering them. From the month of 
April to the 15th of December, the air is fo pure and healthy 
that one does not experience the flighteft indifpofition. But 
January, February, and March are dangerous, on account of the 
fickneffes prevailing at this time, rather than in fummer, for 
the reaf ons before given ; for, as to treatment, all of my com- 
pany were well clothed, provided with good beds, and well 
warmed and fed, that is, with the fait meats we had, which, 
in my opinion, injured them greatly, as I have already ftated. 
As far as I have been able to fee, the ficknefs attacks one 
who is delicate in his living and takes particular care of him- 
felf as readily as one whofe condition is as wretched as pofli- 
ble. We fuppofed at firft that the workmen only would be 
attacked with this difeafe ; but this we found was not the cafe. 
Thofe failing to the Eaft Indies and various other regions, as 
Germany and England, are attacked with it as well as in New 

France. 
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France. Some time ago, the Flemifli, being attacked with 
this malady in their voyages to the Indies, found a very ftrange 
remedy, which might be of fervice to us ; but we have never 
afcertained the chara6ler of it Yet I am confident that, 
with good bread and frefh meat, a perfon would not be liable 
to it 

On the 8th of April, the fnow had all melted ; and yet the 
air was ftill very cold until April,^'^ when the trees begin to 
leaf out 

Some of thofe fick with the fcurvy were cured when fpring 
came, which is the feafon for recovery. I had a favage of the 
country wintering with me, who was attacked with this dif- 
eafe from having changed his diet to fait meat ; and he died 
from its eflFe6ls, which clearly Ihows that fait food is not 
nourifhing, but quite the contrary in this difeafe. 

On the 5th of June, a (hallop arrived at our fettlement 
with Sieur des Marais, a fon-in-law of Pont Gravfe, bringing 
us the tidings that his father-in-law had arrived at Tadouffac 
on the 28th of May. This intelligence gave me much fatif- 
fa6lion, as we entertained hopes of affiflance from him. Only 
eight out of the twenty-eight at firil forming our company 
were remaining, and half of thefe were ailing. 

On the 7th of June, I fet out froip Quebec for Tadouffac 
on fome matters of bufmefs, and afked Sieur des Marais to 
flay in my place until my return, which he did. 

Immediately upon my arrival, Pont Grav6 and I had a 
conference in regard to fome explorations which I was to 
make in the interior, where the favages had promifed to 

guide 

*^ Read May inftead of April. 



200 Voyages of 

guide us. We determined that I fliould go in a fliallop with 
twenty men, and that Pont Gravfe Ihould ftay at Tadouffac to 
arrange the affairs of our fettlement ; and this determination 
was carried out, he {pending the winter there. This arrange- 
ment was efpecially defirable, fmce I was to return to France, 
according to the orders fent out by Sieur de Monts, in order 
to inform him of what I had done and the explorations I had 
made in the country. 

After this decifion, I fet out at once from Tadouflac, and 
returned to Quebec, where I had a Ihallop fitted out with all 
that was necefTary for making explorations in the country of 
the Iroquois, where I was to go with our allies, the Mon- 
tagnais. 

CHAPTER VII. 
Depakture fkoh Quebec akd Voyage to the !le St. £ix>i. — Mbbtinq 

THERE WITH THE ALGONQUIKS AND OCHATAIGUDfS. 

jITH this purpofe, I fet out on the i8th of the 
1 month. Here the river begins to widen, in fome 
places to the breadth of a league or a league and 
a half. The country becomes more and more 
beautiful. There are hills along the river in 
part, and in part it is a level country, with but few rocks. 
The river itfelf is dangerous in many places, in confe- 
quence of its banks and rocks; and it is not fafe failing 
without keeping the lead in hand. The river is very 
abundant in many kinds of filh, not only fuch as we have 
here, but others which we have not. The country is thickly 
covered with maffive and lofty forefts, of the fame kind of 

trees 
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trees as we have about our habitation. There are alfo many 
vines and nut-trees on the bank of the river, and many 
fmall brooks and ftreams which are only navigable with 
canoes. We paffed near Point St. Croix, which many main- 
tain, as I have faid elfewhere, is the place where Jacques Car- 
tier fpent the winter. This point is fandy, extending fome 
diftance out into the river, and expofed to the north-weft 
wind, which beats upon it. There are fome meadows, covered 
however every full tide, which falls nearly two fathoms and a 
half. This paflage is very dangerous on account of the large 
number of rocks ftretching acrofs the river, although there is a 
good but very winding channel, where the river runs like a 
race, rendering it neceffary to take the proper time for paff- 
ing. This place has deceived many, who thought they could 
only pafs at high tide from there being no channel : but we 
have now found the contrary to be true, for one can go down 
at low tide ; but it would be difficult to afcend, in confequence 
of the ftrong current, unlefs there were a good wind. It is 
confequently neceflary to wait until the tide is a third flood, 
in order to pafs, when the current in the channel is fix, eight, 
ten, twelve, and fifteen fathoms deep. 

Continuing our courfe, we reached a very pleafant river, 
nine leagues diftant from St. Croix and twenty-four from 
Quebec. This we named St. Mary's River.^'* The river all 
the way from St. Croix is very pleafant. 

Purfuing our route, I met fome two or three hundred 
favages, who were encamped in huts near a little ifland called 
St. filoi,^^® a league and a half diftant from St. Mary. We 

made 

*^ This river is now called the Sainte *^ A fmall ifland near Batifcan, not 
Anne. on the charts. 
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made a reconnoiffance, and found that they were tribes of 
iavages, called Ochateguins and Algonquins,^^ on their 
way to Quebec, to affift us in exploring the territory of the 
Iroquois, with whom they are in deadly hoftility, fparing 
nothing belonging to their enemies. 

After reconnoitring, I went on fhore to fee them, and in- 
quired who their chief was. They told me there were two, 
one named Yroquet, and the other Ochafteguin, whom they 
pointed out to me. I went to their cabin, where they gave 
me a cordial reception, as is their cuftom. 

I proceeded to inform them of the obje6l of my voyage, 
with which they were greatly pleafed. After fome talk, I 
withdrew. Some time after, they came to my ftiallop, and 
prefented me with fome peltry, exhibiting many tokens of 
pleafure. Then they returned to the (hore. 

The next day, the two chiefs came to fee me, when they 
remained fome time without faying a word, meditating and 
fmoking all the while. After due refle6lion, they began to 
harangue in a loud voice all their companions who were on 
the bank of the river, with their arms in their hands, and lit 
tening very attentively to what their chiefs faid to them, which 
was as follows : that nearly ten moons ago, according to their 
mode of reckoning, the fon of Yroquet had feen me, and that 
I had given him a good reception, and declared that Pont 
Grave and I defired to aflift them againft their enemies, with 
whom they had for a long time been at warfare, on account 
of many cruel a6b committed by them againft their tribe, 
under color of friendfhip; that, having ever fince longed for 
vengeance, they had folicited all the favages, whom I faw on 

the 

"^ Hurons and Algonquins. 
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the bank of the river, to come and make an alliance with us, 
and that their never having feen Chriftians alfo impelled them 
to come and vifit us ; that I fliould do with them and their 
companions as I wiftied; that they had no children with 
them, but men verfed in war and full of courage, acquainted 
with the country and rivers in the land of the Iroquois ; 
that now they entreated me to return to our fettlement, that 
they might fee our houfes, and that, after three days, we fhould 
all together come back to engage in the war ; that, as a token 
of firm friendfhip and joy, I ftiould have mulkets and arque- 
bufes fired, at which they would be greatly pleafed. This I 
did, when they uttered great cries of aftoniftiment, efpecially 
thofe who had never heard nor feen the like. 

After hearing them, I replied that, if they defired, I 
fhould be very glad to return to our fettlement, to gratify 
them ftill more ; and that they might conclude that I had no 
other purpofe than to engage in the war, fince we carried with 
us nothing but arms, and not merchandife for barter, as they 
had been given to underftand ; and that my only defire was to 
fulfill what I had promifed them ; and that, if I had known 
of any who had made evil reports to them, I fhould regard 
them as enemies more than they did themfelves. They told 
me that they believed nothing of them, and that they never 
had heard any one fpeak thus. But the contrary was the 
cafe ; for there were fome favages who told it to ours. I con- 
tented myfelf with waiting for an opportunity to (how them 
in fadl fomething more than they could have expedled from 

me. 

CHAPTER VIII. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

Return to Quebec. — Continuation afterwards with the Savages to 

THE Fall op the River op the Iroquois. 

[HE next day, we fet out all together for our fettle- 
ment, where they enjoyed themfelves fome five or 
fix days, which were fpent in dances and f eftivities, 
on account of their eagernefs for us to engage 
in the war. 

Pont Gravfe came forthwith from Tadouffac with two little 
barques fiill of men, in compliance with a letter, in which I 
begged him to come as fpeedily as poffible. 

The ravages feeing him arrive rejoiced more than ever, in- 
afinuch as I told them that he had given fome of his men to 
aflift them, and that perhaps we fliould go together. 

On the 28th of the month,^® we equipped fome barques 
for affifting thefe favages. Pont Grave embarked on one and 
I on the other, when we all fet out together. The firft of 
June,^ we arrived at St. Croix, diftant fifteen leagues from 
Quebec, where Pont Grav6 and I concluded that, for certain 
reafons, 1 (hould go with the favages, and he to our fettlement 
and to Tadouffac. This refolution being taken, I embarked 
in my fhallop all that was neceffary, together with Des Marais 
and La Routte, our pilot, and nine men. 

I fet out from St. Croix on the 3d of June^® with all the 
favages. We paffed the Trois Rivieres, a very beautiful 

country, 

«M The reader will obferve that this «» Read ift of July, 

muft have been the 28th of June, 1609. ••> Read 3d of July. 
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country, covered with a growth of fine trees. From this 
place to St. Croix is a diflance of fifteen leagues. At the 
mouth of the above-named river '^^ there are fix iflands, three 
of which are very fmall, the others fome fifteen to fixteen 
hundred paces long, very pleafant in appearance. Near Lake 
St. Peter,^^' fome two leagues up the river, there is a little 
fall not very difficult to pafs. This place is in latitude 46*", 
lacking fome minutes. The favages of the country gave us 
to underfland that fome days' journey up this river there is a 
lake, through which the river flows. The length of the lake 
is ten days' journey, when fome falls are pafled, and after- 
wards three or four other lakes of five or fix days' journey in 
length. Having reached the end of thefe, they go four or 
five leagues by land, and enter ftill another lake, where the 
Sacqufe has its principal fource. From this lake, the favages 
go to Tadouflac.^® The Trois Rivieres extends forty days' 
journey of the favages. They fay that at the end of this river 
there is a people, who are great hunters, without a fixed 
abode, and who are lefs than fix days' journey from the 
North Sea. What little of the country I have feen is fandy, 
very high, with hills, covered with large quantities of pine 
and fir on the river border ; but fome quarter of a league in- 
land the woods are very fine and open, and the country level. 
Thence we continued our courfe to the entrance of Lake 

St. Peter, 

•■1 The river is now called St. time called St. Peter, in 1603, on St 

Maurice; and the town at its mouth, Peter's day, the 29th June, and prob- 

Three Rivers. Two iflands at the mouth ably fo named it from that circumflance. 

of the river divide it into three ; hence, "■ From the carrying-place thev 

it was originally called Trois Rivieres, enter the Lake St. John, and from it 

or Three Rivers. defcend by the Saguenay to Tadouffac. 

"* Laverdi^re fuggeils that Cham- In the preceding pafTage, Sacqu^ was 

plain entered this lake, now for the firft plainly intended for Saguenay. 
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St Peter, where the country is exceedingly pleafant and level, 
and croffed the lake, in two, three, and four fathoms of water, 
which is fome eight leagues long and four wide. On the 
north fide, we faw a very pleafant river, extending fome twenty 
leagues into the interior, which I named St. Suzanne; on 
the fouth fide, there are two, one called Riviere du Pont, 
the other, Riviere de Gennes,"* which are very pretty, and 
in a fine and fertile country. The water is almoft ftill in the 
lake, which is full of fifh. On the north bank, there are feen 
fome flight elevations at a diflance of fome twelve or fifteen 
leagues from the lake. After crofling the lake, we pafled a 
large number of iflands of various fizes, containing many nut- 
trees and vines, and fine meadows, with quantities of game 
and wild animals, which go over from the main land to thefe 
iflands. Fifli are here more abundant than in any other part 
of the river that we had feen. From thefe iflands, we went to 
the mouth of the River of the Iroquois, where we flayed two 
days, refrefhing ourfelves with good venifon, birds, and fifli, 
which the favages gave us. Here there fprang up among 
them fome difference of opinion on the fubjedl of the war, fo 
that a portion only determined to go with me, while the others 
returned to their country with their wives and the merchand- 
ife which they had obtained by barter. 

Setting out from the mouth of this river, which is fome 
four hundred to five hundred paces broad, and very beautiful, 

running 

••* Of the three rivers flowing into cois ; and his De Gennes is now repre- 

Lake St. Peter, none retains the name lented by the Yamaika. Compare 

given to them by Champlain. His St. Champlain's map of 1612 with Laurie's 

Suzanne is the river du Loup ; his Chart of the river St. Lawrence. 
Rivilre du Pont is the river St. Fran- 
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running fouthward,'*^ we arrived at a place in latitude 45% 
and twenty-two or twenty-three leagues from the Trois Riv^ 
i^res. All this river from its mouth to the firft fall, a diflance 
of fifteen leagues, is very fmooth, and bordered with woods, 
like all the other places before named, and of the fame forts. 
There are nine or ten fine iflands before reaching the fall 
of the Iroquois, which are a league or a les^ue and a half 
long, and covered with numerous oaks and nut-trees. The 
river is nearly half a league wide in places, and very abun- 
dant in fifh. We found in no place lefs than four feet of 
water. The approach to the fall is a kind of lake,''' where 
the water defcends, and which is fome three leagues in cir- 
cuit There are here fome meadows, but not inhabited by 
favages on account of the wars. There is very little water at 
the fall, which runs with great rapidity. There are alfo many 
rocks and Hones, fo that the favages cannot go up by water, 
although they go down very eafily. All this region is very 
level, covered with forefts, vines, and nut-trees. No Chriftians 
had been in this place before us ; andwe had confiderable 
difficulty in afcending the river with oars. 

As foon as we had reached the fall, Des Marais, La Routte, 
and I, with five men, went on ftiore to fee whether we could 
pafs this place ; but we went fome league and a half without 
feeing any profpedl of being able to do fo, finding only water 
running with great fwiftnefs, and in all dire6lions many Hones, 
very dangerous, and with but little water about them. The 
fall is perhaps fix hundred paces broad. Finding that it was 

impoffible 

w» This IS an error : the River of the ••• The Chambly Bafin. On Charle- 
Iroquois, now commonly known as the voiz's Carte de la Riviere Richdieu, it 
Richelieu, runs towards the north. is called BaiEn de St. Louis. 
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impoffible to cut a way through the woods with the £mall 
number of men that I had, I determined, after confultation 
with the reft, to change my original refolution, formed on the 
affurance of the favages that the roads were eafy, but which 
we did not find to be the cafe, as I have ftated. We accord- 
ingly returned to our fhallop, where I had left fome men as 
guards, and to indicate to the favages upon their arrival that 
we had gone to make explorations along the fall. 

After making what obfervations I wifhed in this place, we 
met, on returning, fome favages, who had come to reconnoitre, 
as we had done. They told us that all their companions had 
arrived at our fliallop, where we found them greatly pleafed, 
and delighted that we had gone in this manner without a 
guide, aided only by the reports they had feveral times made 
to us. 

Having returned, and feeing the flight profpe6l there was 
of pafling the fall with our fhallop, I was much troubled. 
And it gave me efpecial diffatisfadlion to go back without 
feeing a very large lake, filled with handfome iflands, and 
with large trails of fine land bordering on the lake, where 
their enemies live according to their reprefentations. After 
duly thinking over the matter, I determined to go and 
fulfil my promife, and carry out my defire. Accordingly, I 
embarked with the favages in their canoes, taking with me two 
men, who went cheerfully. After making known my plan to 
Des Marais and others in the fhallop, I requefted the former 
to return to our fettlement with the reft of our company, giv- 
ing them the affurance that, in a (hort time, by God's grace, 
I would return to them. 

I proceeded forthwith to have a conference with the cap- 
tains 
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tains of the favages, and gave them to underftand that they 
had told me the oppofite of what my obfervations found to 
be the cafe at the fall ; namely, that it was impoffible to pafs 
it with the ftiallop, but that this would not prevent me from 
alfifting them as I had promifed. This communication trou- 
bled them greatly ; and they defired to change their deter- 
mination, but I urged them not to do fo, telling them that 
they ought to carry out their firfl plan, and that I, with two 
others, would go to the war with them in their canoes, in 
order to fhow them that, as for me, I would not break my 
word given to them, although alone ; but that I was unwill- 
ing then to oblige any one of my companions to embark, and 
would only take with me thofe who had the inclination to go, 
of whom I had found two. 

They were greatly pleafed at what I faid to them, and at 
the determination which I had taken, promifing, as before, to 
fliow me fine things. 

CHAPTER IX. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

Depasture froh the Faix of the Iroquois River. — Description of 
A Large Lake. — Encounter wtth the Eneht at this Lake ; 
THEIR Manner of Attacking the Iroquois, and their Behavior 
IN Battle. 

SET out accordingly from the fall of the Iro- 
quois River'" on the 2d of July."" All the fav- 
ages fet to carrying their canoes, arms, and 
baggage overland, fome half a league, in order 
to pafs by the violence and ftrength of the fall, 
which was fpeedily accomplifhed. Then they put them all 
in the water again, two men in each with the baggage ; and 
they caufed one of the men of each canoe to go by land fome 
three leagues,*** the extent of the fall, which is not, however, 
fo violent here as at the mouth, except in fome places, where 
rocks obftrud the river, which is not broader than three hun- 
dred or four hundred paces. After we had pafled the fall, which 
was attended with difficulty, all the favages, who had gone 

by 

•" The River of the Iroquois, fo ent village of Chambly in 1664, and 

called by Champlain, was long known called Fort St Louis. This wooden 

by that name, fays Charlevoix, becaufe Uruflure was replaced by another of 

thefe Indians generally defcended it, in ftone, ereded prior to 17ZI, to which 

order to make their inroads into the the name of Chambly was given, as 

colony. Fort Richelieu, at the mouth of likewife by fome writers to tne river. 

the nver, ereAed in 1641, was named The river has likewife fometimes been 

after the celebrated Cardinal, the river called the St. Johns, but the prevailing 

having already taken his name. This name is the Richelieu. 

fort having been demolifiied, another •»• Read the 12th of July. 

was built by M. de Sorel, a French ■* This fall is now avoided, and the 

officer in command, which took his navigation of the Richelieu fecured by 

name, as likewife did the river. A fort a canal conneding Chambly BaTin and 

was built on the fame river at the pref- St. Johns, a. diftance of about ten miles. 
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by land over a good path and level country, although there 
are a great many trees, re-embarked in their canoes. My 
men went alfo by land ; but I went in a canoe. The favages 
made a review of all their followers, finding that there were 
twenty-four canoes, with fixty men. After the review was 
completed, we continued our courfe to an ifland,^*® three 
leagues long, filled with the fineft pines I had ever feen. 
Here they went hunting, and captured fome wild animals. 
Proceeding about three leagues farther on, we made a halt, 
in order to reft the coming night. 

They all at once fet to work, fome to cut wood, and others 
to obtain the bark of trees for covering their cabins, for the 
fake of fheltering themfelves, others to fell large trees for 
conftruding a barricade on the river-bank around their cab- 
ins, which they do fo quickly that in lefs than two hours fo 
much is accomplifhed that five hundred of their enemies 
would find it very difficult to diflodge them without killing 
large numbers. They make no barricade on the river-bank, 
where their canoes are drawn up, in order that they may be 
able to embark, if occafion requires. After they were eftab- 
lifhed in their cabins, they defpatched three canoes, with nine 
good men, according to their cuftom in all their encampments, 
to reconnoitre for a diftance of two or three leagues, to fee if 
they can perceive any thing, after which they return. They 
reft the entire night, depending upon the obfervation of thefe 
fcouts, which is a very bad cuftom among them ; for they 
are fometimes while fleeping furprifed by their enemies, who 

(laughter 

*^ It is not entirely certain what iiland But, takine all of Champlain's itatements 
is here referred to. It has been fup- into confideration, the logical inference 
pofed to be the Ifland of St. Thtfr&ie. would be that it is the Ifle auz Noix. 
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flaughter them before they have time to get up and prepare 
for defence. Noticing this, I remonftrated with them on the 
miftake they made, and told them that they ought to keep 
watch, as they had feen us do every night, and have men on 
the lookout, in order to liften and fee whether they perceived 
any thing, and that they fhould not live in fuch a manner like 
beads. They replied that they could not keep watch, and 
that they worked enough in the day-time in the chafe, fmce, 
when engaged in war, they divide their troops into three 
parts : namely, a part for hunting fcattered in feveral places ; 
another to conftitute the main body of their army, which is 
always under arms ; and the third to a6l as avant-coureurSy to 
look out along the rivers, and obferve whether they can fee 
any mark or fignal fhowing where their enemies or friends 
have paffed. This they afcertain by certain marks which the 
chiefs of different tribes make known to each other ; but, thefe 
not continuing always the fame, they inform themfelves from 
time to time of changes, by which means they afcertain 
whether they are enemies or friends who have paffed. The 
hunters never hunt in advance of the main body, or avant- 
coureurs, fo as not to excite alarm or produce diforder, but in 
the rear and in the diredlion from which they do not antici- 
pate their enemy. Thus they advance until they are within 
two or three days' march of their enemies, when they proceed 
by night ftealthily and all in a body, except the van-couriers. 
By day, they withdraw into the interior of the woods, where 
they reft, without ftraying off, neither making any noife nor 
any fire, even for the fake of cooking, fo as not to be noticed 
in cafe their enemies fhould by accident pafs by. They make 
no fire, except in fmoking, which amounts to almoft nothing. 

They 
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They eat baked Indian meal, which they foak in water, when 
it becomes a kind of porridge. They provide themfelves with 
fuch meal to meet their wants, when they are near their ene- 
mies, or when retreating after a charge, in which cafe they 
are not inclined to hunt, retreating immediately. 

In all their encampments, they have their Pilotois, or 
Oftemoy,^^ a clafs of perfons who play the part of foothfayers, 
in whom thefe people have faith. One of thefe builds a cabin, 
furrounds it with fmall pieces of wood, and covers it with his 
robe : after it is built, he places himfelf infide, fo as not to be 
feen at all, when he feizes and fhakes one of the pods of his 
cabin, muttering fome words between his teeth, by which he 
fays he invokes the devil, who appears to him in the form of a 
ftone, and tells him whether they will meet their enemies and 
kill many of them. This Pilotois lies proftrate on the ground, 
motionlefs, only fpeaking with the devil : on a fudden, he 
rifes to his feet, talking, and tormenting himfelf in fuch a 
manner that, although naked, he is all of a perfpiration. All 
the people furround the cabin, feated on their buttocks, like 
apes. They frequently told me that the fhaking of the cabin, 
which I faw, proceeded from the devil, who made it move, 
and not the man infide, although I could fee the contrary ; 
for, as I have ftated above, it was the Pilotois who took one 
of the fupports of the cabin, and made it move in this manner. 

They 

•** "Thefe two words were ufed in Lejeune, in the Relation of 1636, p. 13, 

Acadie to indicate the jongleur^ or for- informs us that the Monta^nais called 

cerer. The word pilotois^ according to their forcerers manitoufiouekbi I and ac- 

P. Biard, Rel. 161 1, p. 17, came from cording to P. Br^beuf, Rel. 1635, P* 3S» 

the Bafques, the Souriquois ufmg the the Hurons defignated theirs by the 

word <z»///7(?/ir, which Lefcarbot writes name arendiouaney — Laverdiirey in 

aoutmoiny and Champlain qftemoy, P. hco. 
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They told me alfo that I (hould fee fire come out from the 
top, which I did not fee at all. Thefe rogues counterfeit alfo 
their voice, fo that it is heavy and clear, and fpeak in a lan- 
guage unknown to the other favages. And, when they repre- 
fent it as broken, the favages think that the devil is fpeaking, 
and telling them what is to happen in their war, and what 
they muft do. 

But all thefe fcapegraces, who play the foothfayer, out of a 
hundred words, do not fpeak two that are true, and impofe 
upon thefe poor people. There are enough like them in the 
world, who take food from the mouths of the people by their 
impoftures, as thefe worthies do. I often remonftrated with 
the people, telling them that all they did was Iheer nonfenfe, 
and that they ought not to put confidence in them. 

Now, after afcertaining from their foothfayers what is to be 
their fortune, the chiefs take (licks a foot long, and as many 
as there are foldiers. They take others, fomewhat larger, to 
indicate the chiefs. Then they go into the wood, and feek out 
a level place, five or fix feet fquare, where the chief, as fei^eant- 
major, puts all the flicks in fuch order as feems to him befL 
Then he calls all his companions, who come all armed ; and 
he indicates to them the rank and order they are to obferve 
in battle with their enemies. All the favages watch carefully 
this proceeding, obferving attentively the outline which their 
chief has made with the flicks. Then they go away, and 
fet to placing themfelves in fuch order as the flicks were in, 
when they mingle with each other, and return again to their 
proper order, which manoeuvre they repeat two or three times, 
and at all their encampments, without needing a fergeant 
to keep them in the proper order, which they are able to 

keep 
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keep accurately without any confufion. This is their rule 
in war. 

We fet out on the next day, continuing our courfe in the 
river as far as the entrance of the lake. There are many 
pretty iflands here, low, and containing very fine woods and 
meadows, with abundance of fowl and fuch animals of the 
chafe as (lags, fallow-deer, fawns, roe-bucks, bears, and others, 
which go from the main land to thefe iflands. We captured 
a large number of thefe animals. There are alfo many 
beavers, not only in this river, but alfo in numerous other 
little ones that flow into it Thefe regions, although they are 
pleafant, are not inhabited by any favages, on account of 
their wars ; but they withdraw as far as poffible from the rivers 
into the interior, in order not to be fuddenly furprifed. 

The next day we entered the lake,"^ which is of great ex- 
tent, fay eighty or a hundred leagues long, where I faw 
four fine iflands, ten, twelve, and fifteen leagues long, which 
were formerly inhabited by the favages, like the River of the 
Iroquois ; but they have been abandoned fince the wars of 
the favages with one another prevail. There are alfo many 
rivers falling into the lake, bordered by many fine trees of the 
fame kinds as thofe we have in France, with many vines finer 
than any I have feen in any other place ; alfo many cheftnut- 
trees on the border of this lake, which I had not feen before. 
There is alfo a great abundance of fifh, of many varieties : 

among 

■*^ The diftances are here overftated of travelling to which Champlain was 

by more than threefold, both in refer- unaccuftomed ; and he may like wife 

ence to the lake and the iflands. This have been mifled by the exaggerations 

arofe, perhaps, from the flow progrefs of the Indians, or he may have failed to 

made m the birch canoes with a party comprehend their repre^ntation of dif- 

of fixty undifciplined favages, a method tances. 
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among others, one called by the favages of the country Cka^ 
ou/arou^ which varies in length, the largeft being, as the 
people told me, eight or ten feet long. I faw fome five feet 
long, which were as large as my thigh ; the head being as big 
as my two fifts, with a fnout two feet and a half long, and a 
double row of very (harp and dangerous teeth. Its body is, 
in fhape, much like that of a pike ; but it is armed with fcales 
fo ftrong that a poniard could not pierce them. Its color is 

filver-gray. 

•*• Ofthe meaning of rA/ii?if/Jir<w, the adds, "It is not defcribed by ancient 
name given by the Indians to this fi(h, authors, probably becaufe it is only 
we have no knowledge. It is now known found in the Lake of the Iroquois ; " that 
as the bony-fcaled pike, or ear pike, Le- is, in Lake Champlain. From which it 
pidojleus offeus. It is referred to by may be inferred that at that time it had 
feveral early writers after Champlain. not been difcovered in other waters. 
** I faw," fays Sagard, " in the cabin By the French, he lays, it is called pi/cis 
of a Montagnais Indian a certain fifh, armatus. This is in evident allufion to 
which fome call Chaouiarou, as big as its bony fcales, in which it is protected 
a large pike. It was only an ordinary as in a coat of mail, 
flzed one, for many larger ones are feen. It is defcribed by Dr. Kay in the 
eight, nine, and ten feet long, as is faid. Natural Hiflory of New York, Zo- 
It had a fnout about a foot and a half ology. Part I. p. 271. On Plate XLIII. 
long, of about the fame (hape as that of Fie. 13Q, of the fame work, the reader 
the fnipe, except that the extremity is wiU oblerve that the head of the fifh 
blunt and not fo pointed, and of a large there reprefented flrikingly refembles 
(ize in proportion to the body. It has a that of the chaoufarou of Champlain as 
double row of teeth, which are very (harp depidled on his map of 1612. The 
and dangerous ; . . . and the form of drawing by Champlain is very accurate, 
the body is like that of a pike, but it is and clearly identifies the Gar Pike, 
armed with very flout and hard fcales, This fingular fifh has been found in 
of filver gray color, and difficult to be Lake Champlain, the river St Law- 
pierced." — Sagard'^ s Hiflory of Canada^ rence, and in the northern lakes, like- 
Bk. iii. p. 765 ; Laverdi^re. Sagard's wife in the Miffiffippi River, where is to 
work was publifhed in 1636. He had be found alfo a clofely related fpecies 
undoubtedly feen this fingular fifh ; but commonly called the alligator gar. In 
his defcription is fo nearly in the words the Mufeum of the Bolton Society of 
of Champlain as to fuggefl that he had Natural Hiflory are feveral fpecimens, 
taken it from our author. one of them from St. John's River, 

Creuxius, in his Hiflory of Canada, Florida, four feet and nine inches in 

publifhed at Paris in 1664, defcribes lencjth, of which the head is feventeen 

this fifh nearly in the words of Cham- and a half inches. If the body of thofe 

plain, with an engraving fufficiently feen by Champlain was five feet, the 

accurate for identification, but greatly head two and a half feet would be in 

wanting in fcientific exa^tneiis. He about the ufual proportion. 
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filver-gray. The extremity of its fnout is like that of a fwine. 
This fifh makes war upon all others in the lakes and rivers. 
It alfo poffeffes remarkable dexterity, as thefe people informed 
me, which is exhibited in the following manner. When it 
wants to capture birds, it fwims in among the rufhes, or reeds, 
which are found on the banks of the lake in feveral places, 
where it puts its fnout out of water and keeps perfe6lly ftill : 
fo that, when the birds come and light on its fnout, fuppofmg 
it to be only the (lump of a tree, it adroitly clofes it, which it 
had kept ajar, and pulls the birds by the feet down under 
water. The favages gave me the head of one of them, of 
which they make great account, faying that, when they have 
the headache, they bleed themfelves with the teeth of this 
fifh on the fpot where they fuffer pain, when it f uddenly paffes 
away. 

Continuing our courfe over this lake on the weftem fide, I 
noticed, while obferving the country, fome very high moun- 
tains on the eaftern fide, on the top of which there was fnow.*** 
I made inquiry of the favages whether thefe localities were 
inhabited, when they told me that the Iroquois dwelt there, 
and that there were beautiful valleys in thefe places, with 
plains produ6live in grain, fuch as I had eaten in this coun- 
try, together with many kinds of fruit without limit."* They 

faid 

•** The Green Mountain range in with their refpc6live heights. The 

Vermont, generally not more than twenty Chin, 4,348 feet; The Nofe, 4,044; 

or twentv-five miles dillant. Champlain Camel's Hump, 4,oii83 ; Jay's Peak, 4,0 18; 

was prooably deceived as to the fnow Killington Peak, 3,924. This region 

on their fummits in Julv. What he faw was at an early period called Irocofia, 
was doubtlefs white limeftone, which •*• This is not an inaccurate defcrip- 

might naturally enough be taken for tion of the beautiful as well as rich and 

fnow in the abfence of any ix)fitive fertile valleys to be found among the 

knowledge. The names of the lummits hills of Vermont, 
vifible from the lake are the following, 

28 
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faid alfo that the lake extended near mountains, fome twenty- 
five leagues diftant from us, as I judge. I law, on the 
fouth, other mountains, no lefs high than the firft, but with- 
out any fnow.^ The favages told me that thefe mountains 
were thickly fettled, and that it was there we were to find 
their enemies ; but that it was neceffary to pafs a fall in order 
to go there (which I afterwards faw), when we fliould enter 
another lake, nine or ten leagues long. After reaching the 
end of the lake, we fliould have to go, they faid, two leagues 
by land, and pafs through a river flowing into the fea on the 
Norumbegue coaft, near that of Florida,^^ whither it took 
them only two days to go by canoe, as I have fince afcertained 
from fome prifoners we captured, who gave me minute infor- 
mation in regard to all they had perfonal knowledge of, 
through fome Algonquin interpreters, who underftood the 
Iroquois language. 

Now, as we began to approach within two or three days' 
journey of the abode of their enemies, we advanced only at 
night, refting during the day. But they did not fail to prac- 
tise conftantly their accuftomed fuperftitions, in order to af- 

certain 

•*• On entering the lake, thev faw the the upper waters of the Hudfon are 
Adirondack Mountains, which would reached. The coad of Norumbegue and 
appear very nearly in the fouth. The that of Florida were both indefinite re- 
points vifible from the lake were Mt. gions, not well defined by geographers 

of that day. Thefe terms were fupplied 
by Champlain, and not by his intorm- 
ants. He could not of courfe tell pre- 
Bald Peak, 2,065. — Vide Palmer's Lake cifely where this unknown river reached 
Champiain^ p. 12. the ^a, but naturally inferred that it was 

•*^ The river here referred to is the on the fouthem limit of Norumbegue, 
Hudfon. By paffing from Lake Cham- which extended from the Penobfcot to- 
plain through the fmall dream that con- wards Florida, which latter at that time 
nedls it with Lake George, over this was fuppofed to extend from the Gulf of 
latter lake and a ihort carrying place, Mexico indefinitely to the north. 



Marcy, 5,467 feet high above tide-water 
Dix's Peak, 5,200 ; Nipple Top, 4,900 
Whiteface, 4,900; Raven Hill, 2,100 
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certain what was to be the refult of their undertaking ; and 
they often afked me if I had had a dream, and feen their en- 
emies, to which I replied in the negative. Yet I did not 
ceafe to encourage them, and infpire in them hope. When 
night came, we fet out on the journey until the next day, 
when we withdrew into the interior of the foreft, and fpent 
the reft of the day there. About ten or eleven o'clock, after 
taking a little walk about our encampment, I retired. While 
fleeping, I dreamed that I faw our enemies, the Iroquois, 
drowning in the lake near a mountain, within fight. When 
I expreffed a wifh to help them, our allies, the favages, told 
me we muft let them all die, and that they were of no impor- 
tance. When I awoke, they did not fail to aflc me, as ufual, 
if I had had a dream. I told them that I had, in fa(5l, had a 
dream. This, upon being related, gave them fo much confi- 
dence that they did not doubt any longer that good was to 
happen to them. 

When it was evening, we embarked in our canoes to con- 
tinue our courfe ; and, as we advanced very quietly and with- 
out making any noife, we met on the 29th of the month the 
Iroquois, about ten o'clock at evening, at the extremity of a 
cape which extends into the lake on the weftem bank. They 
had come to fight. We both began to utter loud cries, all 
getting their arms in readinefs. We withdrew out on the 
water, and the Iroquois went on fliore, where they drew up 
all their canoes clofe to each other and began to fell trees 
with poor axes, which they acquire in war fometimes, ufing 
alfo others of ftone. Thus they barricaded themfelves very 
well. 

Our forces alfo pafled the entire night, their canoes being 

drawn 
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drawn up clofe to each other, and fattened to poles, (o that 
they might not get feparated, and that they might be all in 
readinefs to fight, if occafion required. We were out upon 
the water, within arrow range of their barricades. When 
they were armed and in array, they defpatched two canoes by 
themfelves to the enemy to inquire if they wiflied to fight, to 
which the latter replied that they wanted nothing elfe : but 
they faid that, at prefent, there was not much light, and that 
it would be neceffary to wait for daylight, fo as to be able to 
recognize each other ; and that, as foon as the fun rofe, they 
would offer us battle. This was agreed to by our fide. 
Meanwhile, the entire night was fpent in dancing and finging, 
on both fides, with endlefs infijlts and other talk ; as, how lit- 
tle courage we had, how feeble a refiftance we would make 
againft their arms, and that, when day came, we fhould realize 
it to our ruin. Ours alfo were not flow in retorting, telling 
them they would fee fuch execution of arms as never before, 
together with an abundance of fuch talk as is not unufual in 
the fiege of a town. After this finging, dancing, and bandy- 
ing words on both fides to the fill, when day came, my com- 
panions and myfelf continued under cover, for fear that the 
enemy would fee us. We arranged our arms in the bed man- 
ner poflible, being, however, feparated, each in one of the ca- 
noes of the favage Montagnais. After arming ourfelves with 
light armor, we each took an arquebufe, and went on fliore. 
I faw the enemy go out of their barricade, nearly two hundred 
in number, ftout and rugged in appearance. They came at 
a flow pace towards us, with a dignity and aflurance which 
greatly amufed me, having three chiefs at their head. Our 
men alfo advanced in the fame order, telling me that thofe 

who 
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who had three large plumes were the chiefs, and that they 
had only thefe three, and that they could be diftinguifhed by 
thefe plumes, which were much larger than thofe of their 
companions, and that I fhould do what I could to kill them. 
I promifed to do all in my power, and faid that I was very 
forry they could not underftand me, fo that I might give 
order and fhape to their mode of attacking their enemies, and 
then we fhould, without doubt, defeat them all ; but that this 
could not now be obviated, and that I fhould be very glad to 
fhow them my courage and good-will when we fhould engage 
in the fight. 

As foon as we had landed, they began to run for fome two 
hundred paces towards their enemies, who flood firmly, not 
having as yet noticed my companions, who went into the 
woods with fome favages. Our men began to call me with 
loud cries; and, in order to give me a pafTage-way, they 
opened in two parts, and put me at their head, where I 
marched fome twenty paces in advance of the refl, until I 

was 



Chamflain's Explanation of the accobipanying Map. 

DbFBAT of THX IkOQUOIS at LaKB CHAMPLAXIfk 

A. The fort of the Iroquois. B, The enemy. C, Canoes of the enemy, made 
of oak bark, each holding ten, fifteen, or eighteen men. D. Two chiefs who 
were killed. E, One of the enemy wounded by a mu(ket-(hot of Sieur de Cham- 
plain. F, Sieur de Champlain. G, Two mufketeers of Sieur de Champlain. 
H. Montagnais, Ochaftaiguins, and Algonquins. /. Canoes of our allied lav- 
ages made of birch bark. K, The woods. 

Notes. The letters A^ /% G^ and A', are wanting but the objeds to which they 
point are eafily recognized. The letter H has been placed on the canoes of the 
allies inftead of the coUedled body of the allies immediately above them. 
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was within about thirty paces of the enemy, who at once 
noticed me, and, halting, gazed at me, as I did alfo at them. 
When I faw them making a move to fire at us, I refted 
my mufket againft my cheek, and aimed direcSly at one of 
the three chiefs. With the fame fhot, two fell to the ground ; 
and one of their men was fo wounded that he died fome time 
after. I had loaded my mufket with four balls. When our 
fide faw this fhot fo favorable for them, they began to raife 
fuch loud cries that one could not have heard it thunder. 
Meanwhile, the arrows flew on both fides. The Iroquois 
were greatly aftonifhed that two men had been fo quickly 
killed, although they were equipped with armor woven from 
cotton thread, and with wood which was proof againft their 
arrows. This caufed great alarm among them. As I 
was loading again, one of my companions fired a fhot from 
the woods, which aftonifhed them anew to fuch a degree 
that, feeing their chiefs dead, they loft courage, and took to 
flight, abandoning their camp and fort, and fleeing into the 
woods, whither I purfued them, killing ftill more of them. 
Our favages alfo killed feveral of them, and took ten or twelve 
prifoners. The remainder efcaped with the wounded. Fif- 
teen or fixteen were wounded on our fide with arrow-fliots ; 
but they were foon healed. 

After gaining the victory, our men amufed themfelves by 
taking a great quantity of Indian corn and fome meal from 
their enemies, alfo their armor, which they had left behind 
that they might run better. After feafting fumptuoufly, 
dancing and finging, we returned three hours after, with 
the prifoners. The fpot where this attack took place is in 

latitude 
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latitude 43** and fome minutes,^ and the lake was called Lake 
Champlain.'^ 

•*• This battle, or Ikirmifh, clearly Ticonderoga, a little north of the ruins 
took place at Ticonderoga, or Cheon- of the old Fort Carillon, diredlly on the 
deroga^ as the Indians called it, where (hore of the lake. If the reader will 
a cape jots out into the lake, as de- examine the plan of the battle as given 
fcribed by Champlain. This is the by Champlain's eneraving, he wifi fee 
loeical inference to be drawn from the that it conforms witn great exa6hiefs to 
whole narrative. It is to be obferved the known topography of the place. The 
that the purpofe of the Indians, whom Iroquois, who Imd their choice of pofi- 
Champlain was accompanying, was to tions, are on the north, in the direction 
find their enemies, the Iroquois, and of Willow Point, where they can moft 
give them battle. The journey, or war- eafily retreat, and where Champlain and 
path« had been clearly marked out and his allies can be more eafily hemmed in 
defcribed by the Indians to Champlain, near the point of the cape. The Iro- 
as may be feen in the text. It led them quois are on lower ground, and we 
along the weflem Ihore of the lake to know that the furface there Ihelves to 
the outlet of Lake George, over the fall the north. The well-known (andy bot- 
in the little ilream conne^ng the two tom of the lake at this place would fur- 
lakes, through Lake George, and thence nifh the means of faflening the canoes, 
to the mountains beyond, where the by forcing poles into it, a Utde out from 
Iroquois refided. They found the Iro- the (hore during the night, as they 
quois, however, on the lake ; gave them actually did. On Champkin's map of 
battle on the little cape alluded to ; and 1632, ttiis point is referred to as the lo- 
after the vi6lory and purfuit for fome cation of the battle ; and in his note on 
diflance into the forefl, and the gather- the map, No. 65, he (ays this is the place 
in^ up of the fpoils, Champlain and his where the Iroquois were defeated by 
allies commenced their Journey home- Champlain. All the ficidls of the narrative 
ward. But Champlain (ays he (aw the thus point to Ticonderoga, and render it 
fall in the (Iream that conned the two indi(putable that this was the fcene of 
lakes. Now this little (Iream flows into the nrft of the many recorded conflicts 
Lake Champlain at Ticonderoga, and on this memorable lake. We fliould not 
he would naturally have feen the fall, if have entered into this difcu(fion fo fully, 
the battle took place there, while in had not feveral writers, not well in- 
purfuit of the Iroquois into the foreft, as formed, exprefTed views wholly incon- 
defcribed in the text The fall was in (iftent with known fa6ls. 
the line of the retreat of the Iroquois *^ The Indian name of Lake Cham- 
towards their home, and is only a mile plain is CaniaderiguardnUy the lake 
and three-quarters from the cape jutting that is the gate of the country. — Vide 
out into the lake at Ticonderoga. If the Adminijlration of the Colonies^ by 
battle had occurred at any point north Thomas Pownall, 1768, p. 267. This 
of Ticonderoc^a, he could not have feen name was very fignificant, fmce the lake 
the fall, as they retreated immediately and valley of Champlain was the ''gate," 
after the battle : if it had taken place or war-path, by which the hoftile tribes 
fouth of that point, it would have been of Iroquois approached their enemies 
off the war-path which they had deter- on the north of the St. Lawrence, and 
mined to purfue. We muft conclude, vice verfa, 
therefore, that the battle took place at 
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CHAPTER X. 
Return from the Battle, and what took Place on the Way. 

FTER going fome eight leagues, towards evening 
they took one of the prifoners, to whom they 
made a harangue, enumerating the cruelties 
which he and his men had already practifed 
towards them without any mercy, and'that, in like 
manner, he ought to make up his mind to receive as much. 
They commanded him to fmg, if he had courage, which he 
did ; but it was a very fad fong. 

Meanwhile, our men kindled a fire ; and, when it was well 
burning, they each took a brand, and burned this poor crea- 
ture gradually, fo as to make him fuffer greater torment. 
Sometimes they (lopped, and threw water on his back. Then 
they tore out his nails, and applied fire to the extremities of 
his fingers and private member. Afterwards, they flayed the 
top of his head, and had a kind of gum poured all hot upon 
it ; then they pierced his arms near the wrifl:s, and, drawing up 
the finews with flicks, they tore them out by force ; but, fee- 
ing that they could not get them, they cut them. This poor 
wretch uttered terrible cries, and it excited my pity to fee him 
treated in this manner, and yet fhowing fuch firmness that 
one would have faid, at times, that he fuffered hardly any 
pain at all. They urged me llrongly to take fome fire, and 
do as they did. I remonftrated with them, faying that we 
practifed no fuch cruelties, but killed them at once; and 

that 
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that, if they wifhed me to fire a mufket-fhot at him, I fhould 
be willing to do fo. They refufed, faying that he would not 
in that cafe fuffer any pain. I went away from them, pained 
to fee fuch cruelties as they practifed upon his body. When 
they faw that I was difpleafed, they called me, and told me to 
fire a mufket-fhot at him. This I did without his feeing it, 
and thus put an end, by a fmgle fhot, to all the torments he 
would have fuffered, rather than fee him tyrannized over. 
After his death, they were not yet fatisfied, but opened him, 
and threw his entrails into the lake. Then they cut off his 
head, arms, and legs, which they fcattered in different direc- 
tions ; keeping the fcalp which they had flayed off, as they 
had done in the cafe of all the refl whom they had killed in 
the contefl. They were guilty alfo of another monflrofity in 
taking his heart, cutting it into feveral pieces, and giving it to 
a brother of his to eat, as alfo to others of his companions, who 
were prifoners : they took it into their mouths, but would not 
fwallow it. Some Algonquin favages, who were guarding 
them, made fome of them fpit it out, when they threw it into 
the water. This is the manner in which thefe people behave 
towards thofe whom they capture in war, for whom it would be 
better to die fighting, or to kill themfelves on the fpur of the 
moment, as many do, rather than fall into the hands of their 
enemies. After this execution, we fet out on our return with 
the refl of the prifoners, who kept fmging as they went along, 
with no better hopes for the future than he had had who was 
fo wretchedly treated. 

Having arrived at the falls of the Iroquois, the Algon- 
quins returned to their own country; fo alfo the Ochate- 

guins, 
29 
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guins,®* with a part of the prifoners : well fatisfied with the 
refults of the war, and that I had accompanied them fo readily. 
We feparated accordingly with loud proteflations of mutual 
friendfhip ; and they afked me whether I would not like to 
go into their country, to aflift them with continued fraternal 
relations ; and I promifed that I would do fo. 

I returned with the Montagnais. After informing m)rfelf 
from the prifoners in regard to their country, and of its 
probable extent, we packed up the baggage for the return, 
which was accomplifhed with fuch defpatch that we went 
every day in their canoes twenty-five or thirty leagues, which 
was their ufual rate of travelling. When we arrived at the 
mouth of the river Iroquois, fome of the favages dreamed 
that their enemies were purfuing them. This dream led 
them to move their camp forthwith, although the night 
was very inclement on account of the wind and rain; and 
they went and paffed the remainder of the night, from fear 
of their enemies, amid high reeds on Lake St. Peter. Two 
days after, we arrived at our fettlement, where I gave them 
fome bread and peas ; alfo fome beads, which they afked me 
for, in order to ornament the heads of their enemies, for the 
purpofe of merry-making upon their return. The next day, I 
went with them in their canoes as far as Tadouffac, in order 
to witnefs their ceremonies. On approaching the fhore, they 

each 

•" The Indian allies on this expedi- who belonged in the neighborhood of 

tion were the Algonquins (Aigoume- Tadouffac, or farther eaft. — Vide aniea^ 

guins), the Hurons {Ochaiequins)^ and p. 202. They now, at the falls near 

the Montagnais i^Montagneis). The two the Bafm of Cnambly, departed to their 

former, on their way to Quebec, had homes, perhaps on the Ottawa River and 

met Cham plain near the river St. Anne, the (hores of Lake Huron, 
and joined him and the Montagnais, 
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each took a ftick, to the end of which they hung the heads of 
their enemies, who had been killed, together with fome beads, 
all of them fmging. When they were through with this, the 
women undrefTed themfelves, fo as to be in a flate of entire 
nudity, when they jumped into the water, and fwam to the 
prows of the canoes to take the heads of their enemies, which 
were on the ends of long poles before their boats : then they 
hung them about their necks, as if it had been fome coftly 
chain, fmging and dancing meanwhile. Some days after, they 
prefented me with one of thefe heads, as if it were fomething 
very precious ; and alfo with a pair of arms taken from their 
enemies, to keep and fhow to the king. This, for the fake of 
gratifying them, I promifed to do. 

After fome days, I went to Quebec, whither fome Algon- 
quin favages came, exprefling their regret at not being pref- 
ent at the defeat of their enemies, and prefenting me with 
fome furs, in confideration of my having gone there and 
aflifted their friends. 

Some days after they had fet out for their country, diflant 

about a hundred and twenty leagues from our fettlement, I 

went to Tadouflac to fee whether Pont Gravfe had returned 

from Gafpfe, whither he had gone. He did not arrive until 

the next day, when he told me that he had decided to return 

to France. We concluded to leave an upright man. Captain 

Pierre Chavin of Dieppe, to command at Quebec, until Sieur 

de Monts (hould arrange matters there. 

CHAPTER XI. 
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CHAPTER XL 

Return to France, and what occurred up to the Time of 

Re-embarkation. 

FTER forming this refolution, we went to Que- 
bec to eflablilh him in authority, and leave him 
every thing requifite and neceflary for the fettle- 
ment, together with fifteen men. Every thing 
being arranged, we fet out on the firft day of 
September *^^ for Tadouffac, in order to fit out our veffel for 
returning to France. 

We fet out accordingly from the latter place on the 5th 
of the month, and on the 8th anchored at Ifle Percfe. On 
Thurfday the loth, we fet out from there, and on the i8th, 
the Tuefday following, we arrived at the Grand Bank. On 
the 2d of Oftober, we got foundings. On the 8th, we an- 
chored at Conquet ^ in Lower Brittany. On Saturday the 
loth, we fet out from there, arriving at Honfleur on the 13th. 
After difembarking, I did not wait long before taking poft 
to go to Sieur de Monts, who was then at Fontainebleau, 
where His Majefty was. Here I reported to him in detail all 
that had tranfpired in regard to the winter quarters and our 
new explorations, and my hopes for the future in view of the 
promifes of the favages called Ochateguins, who are good 
Iroquois.^ The other Iroquois, their enemies, dwell more 

to 

wi September, 1609. «** The Ochateguins, called by the 

•*2 A fmall feaport town in the de- French Hurons, were a branch of the 

partment of Finifterre, twelve miles Iroquois. Their real name was Yendots. 

weft of Breft. They were at this time allied with the 

Algonquins, 
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to the fouth. The language of the former does not differ 
much from that of the people recently difcovered and hitherto 
unknown to us, which they underfland when fpoken. 

I at once waited upon His Majefty, and gave him an ac- 
count of my voyage, which afforded him pleafure and fatif- 
faction. I had a girdle made of porcupine quills, very well 
worked, after the manner of the country where it was made, 
and which His Majefly thought very pretty. I had alfo two 
little birds, of the fize of blackbirds and of a carnation 
color ; ** alfo, the head of a fifli caught in the great lake of 
the Iroquois, having a very long fnout and two or three 
rows of very (harp teeth. A reprefentation of this fifli may 
be found on the great lake, on my geographical map.** 

After I had concluded my interview with His Majefty, 
Sieur de Monts determined to go to Rouen to meet his affo- 
ciates, the Sieurs Collier and Le Gendre, merchants of Rouen, 
to confider what fhould be done the coming year. They re- 
folved to continue the fettlement, and finifli the explorations 
up the great river St. Lawrence, in accordance with the prom- 
ifes of the Ochateguins, made on condition that we (hould 
affift them in their wars, as I had given them to underftand. 

Pont Gravfe was appointed to go to Tadouflac, not only for 
traffic, but to engage in any thing elfe that might realize 
means for defraying the expenfes. 

Sieur Lucas Le Gendre, of Rouen, one of the partners, was 
ordered to fee to the purchafe of merchandife and fupplies, 

the 

Algonquins, in a deadly war with their ^^ The fcarlet tanager, Pyranga 

Iroquois coufms, the Five Nations. — rubra, of a fcarlet color, with black 

Viae Gallatin's Synopfis^ Tranfa£lions wings and tail. It ranges from Texas 

of Am. Antiq. Society, Cambridge, 1836, to Lake Huron. 

Vol. II. p. 69, etpafflm. •" Videantea^ p. 216; and map, 1612. 



230 Voyages of Champlain. 

the repair of the veflels, obtaining crews, and other things 
neceffary for the voyage. 

After thefe matters were arranged, Sieur de Monts returned 
to Paris, I accompan3nng him, where I flayed until the end 
of February. During this time, Sieur de Monts endeavored 
to obtain a new commiffion for trading in the newly difcovered 
regions, and where no one had traded before. This he was 
unable to accomplifh, although his requefts and propofals were 
juft and reafonable. 

But, finding that there was no hope of obtaining this com- 
miflion, he did not ceafe to profecute his plan, from his defire 
that every thing might turn out to the profit and honor of 
France. 

During this time, Sieur de Monts did not exprels to me 
his pleafure in regard to me perfonally, until I told him it had 
been reported to me that he did not wifh to have me winter 
in Canada, which, however, was not true, for he referred the 
whole matter to my pleiafure. 

I provided myfelf with whatever was defirable and neceflary 
for fpending the winter at our fettlement in Quebec. For 
this purpofe I fet out from Paris the laft day of February fol- 
lomng,** and proceeded to Honfleur, where the embarkation 
was to be made. I went by ii-ay of Rouen, where I flayed 
two days. Thence I went to Honfleur, where I found Pont 
Grave and Le Gendre, who told me they had embarked what 
was neceflary for the fettlement I was \-ery glad to find that 
we were ready to fet fail, but uncertain whether the fupplies 
were good and adequate for our fojoum and for fpending the 
winter. 

••• Anno Domini 16 la 



SECOND VOYAGE 

SIEUR DE CHAMPLAIN 
TO NEW FRANCE, IN THE YEAR 1610. 




CHAPTER I. 

Departure from Frauck to return to New France, akd Occor- 
rences until our arrival at tbe settlement. 

■ HE weather having become favorable, I em- 
barked at Honfleur with a number of artifans 
on the 7th of the month of March.*" But, en- 
countering bad weather in the Channel, we were 
obliged to put in on the Englifti coafl at a 
place called Porlan,"* in the roadftead of which we ftayed 
feme days, when we weighed anchor for the Ifle d'Huy,™ 
near the Englifh coaft, iince we found the roadilead of Porlan 

very 

**> In the title above, Champlain calls ** Portland ia Dorfetfliire, England, 

this his Second Vovage, by which he ■•• IJU d'Huy. This plainly refers 

means doubtlefs to &y that this is the to the Ifle of Wi^bt. On Ortelius's 

fecond voyage which he had undertaken carte of 1603, it is fpelled Viet ; and the 

as lieutenant The firft and fecond orthography, obtained probably through 

voyages, of 1603 and of 1604, were not the ear and not the eye, might eauly 

made under his direction. have been miAaken by Champlain. 
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very bad. When near this ifland, fo denfe a fog arofe, that 
we were obliged to put in at the Hougue.*^ 

Ever fince the departure from Honfleur, I had been 
afflifted with a very fevere illnefs, which took away my hopes 
of being able to make the voyage ; fo that I embarked in a 
boat to return to Havre in France, to be treated there, being 
very ill on board the veffel. My expedlation was, on recover- 
ing my health, to embark again in another veffel, which had 
not yet left Honfleur, in which Des Marais, Ton-in-law of 
Pont Grav^, was to embark ; but I had myfelf carried, ftill 
very ill, to Honfleur, where the veffel on which I had fet out 
put in on the 1 5th of March, for fome ballad, which it needed 
in order to be properly trimmed. Here it remained until 
the 8th of April. During this time, I recovered in a great 
degree ; and, though ftill feeble and weak, I neverthelefs em- 
barked again. 

We fet out anew on the i8th of April, arriving at the 
Grand Bank on the 19th, and fighting the Iflands of St Pierre 
on the 2 2d.^ When off Menthane, we met a veffel from St. 
Malo, on which was a young man, who, while drinking to the 
health of Pont Grave, loft control of himfelf and was thrown 
into the fea by the motion of the veffel and drowned, it being 
impoffible to render him affiftance on account of the violence 
of the wind. 

On the 26th of the month, we arrived at Tadouffac, where 

there 

•** La Hougue, There are two fmall ••^ Comparing this flatement with the 

iflands laid down on the carte of Orte- context, it will be clear that the palTage 

lius, 1603, under the name Les Hougue- ihould read the 8th, and not the i8th of 

tf«r, and a hamlet nearby called Hougo, April. The "Iflands of St. Pierre," 

which is that, doubtlefe, to which Cham- Ifles S, Pierre^ includes the Ifland of 

plain here refers. St. Peter and tiie duller furrounding it. 
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there were veflels which had arrived on the 1 8th, a thing 
which had not been feen for more than fixty years, as the 
old mariners faid who fail regularly to this country."* This 
was owing to the mild winter and the fmall amount of ice, 
which did not prevent the entrance of thefe veffels. We 
learned from a young nobleman, named Sieur du Pare, who 
had fpent the winter at our fettlement, that all his compan- 
ions were in good health, only a few having been ill, and 
they but flightly. He alfo informed us that there had been 
fcarcely any winter, and that they had ufually had frefh meat 
the entire feafon, and that their hardefl talk had been to 
keep up good cheer. 

This winter fhows how thofe undertaking in future fuch 
enterprifes ought to proceed, it being very difficult to make 
a new fettlement without labor; and without encountering 
adverfe fortune the firft year, as has been the cafe in all our 
firft fettlements. But, in fa(5l, by avoiding fait food and ufing 
frefti meat, the health is as good here as in France. 

The favages had been waiting from day to day for us to go 
to the war with them. When they learned that Pont Grav^ 
and I had arrived together, they rejoiced greatly, and came to 
fpeak with us. 

I went on fhore to affure them that we would go with 
them, in conformity with the promifes they had made me, 
namely, that upon our return from the war they would (how 
me the Trois Rivieres, and take me to a fea fo large that 

the 

••* M. Fcrland infers from this ftate- Roberval'in 1549, to extend their fifliing 

ment that the Bafques, Normans, and and fur-trading voyages as fiu* as Ta- 

Bretons had been accuftomed for the dou(£Eic. — Vide Coursd^HiJLdu Canada^ 

lafl fixty years, from the lail voyage of as cited by Laverdi^re. 

30 
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the end of it cannot be feen, whence we fhould return by 
way of the Saguenay to Tadouffac. I afked them if they 
ftill had this intention, to which they replied that they had, 
but that it could not be carried out before the next year, 
which pleafed me. But I had promifed the Algonquins and 
Ochateguins that I would aflift them alfo in their wars, they 
having promifed to Ihow me their country, the great lake, 
fome copper mines, and other things, which they had indi- 
cated to me. I accordingly had two ftrings to my bow, fo 
that, in cafe one fhould break, the other might hold. 

On the 28th of the month, I fet out from Tadouffac for 
Quebec, where I found Captain Pierre,^ who commanded 
there, and all his companions in good health. There was 
alfo a favage captain with them, named Batifcan, with fome 
of his companions, who were awaiting us, and who were 
greatly pleafed at my arrival, finging and dancing the entire 
evening. I provided a banquet for them, which gratified 
them very much. They had a good meal, for which they 
were very thankful, and invited me with feven others to an 
entertainment of theirs, not a fmall mark of refpeft with them. 
We each one carried a porringer, according to cuftom, and 
brought it home full of meat, which we gave to whomfoever 
we pleafed. 

Some days after I had fet out from Tadouffac, the Mon- 
tagnais arrived at Quebec, to the number of fixty able-bodied 
men, en route for the war. They tarried here fome days, 
enjoying themfelves, and not omitting to ply me frequently 
with queflions, to affure themfelves that I would not fail in 

my 

••* Captain Pierre Chavin, of Dieppe. Vide antea^ p. 227. 
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my promifes to them. I affured them, and ^ain made 
promifes to them, afking them if they had found me breaking 
my word in the pafL They were greatly pleafed when I 
renewed my promifes to them. 

They faid to me : " Here are numerous Bafques and Mifti- 
goches " (this is the name they give to the Normans and 
people of St Malo), " who fay they will go to the war with 
us. What do you think of it? Do they fpeak the truth? " 
I anfwered no, and that I knew very well what they really 
meant ; that they faid this only to get poffeffion of their com- 
modities. They replied to me : " You have fpoken the truth. 
They are women, and want to make war only upon our beavers." 
Th^y went on talking ftiU farther in a facetious mood, and in 
regard to the manner and order of going to the war. 

They determined to fet out, and await me at the Trois 

Rivieres, thirty leagues above Quebec, where I had promifed 

to join them, together with four barques loaded with 

merchandife, in order to traffic in peltries, among others with 

the Ochateguins, who were to await me at the mouth of the 

river of the Iroquois, as they had promifed the year before, 

and to bring there as many as four hundred men to go to 

the war. 

CHAPTER II. 
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CHAPTER IL 

A DEPAKT0RE PROM QUEBEC TO ASSIST OUR ALLIED SAVAGES IK THEIR WAR 

AGAINST THE IROQUOIS, THEIR KneMIES i AND All THAT TKANSFtREO 

UNTIL OUR Return to the Settlement. 

SET out from Quebec on the 14th of June, to 
meet the Montagnais, Algonquins, and Ochate- 
guins, who were to be at the mouth of the river 
of the Iroquois. When I was eight leagues 
from Quebec, I met a canoe, containing two 
favages, one an Algonquin, and the other a Montagnais, 
who entreated me to advance as rapidly as pofTible, faying 
that the Algonquins and Ochateguins would in two days be 
at the rendezvous, to the number of two hundred, with two 
hundred others to come a little later, together with Yroquet, 
one of their chiefs. They alked me if I was fatisfied with 
the coming of thefe favages. I told them I could not be 
difpleafed at it, fmce they had kept their word. They came 
on board my barque, where I gave them a good entert*un- 
ment Shortly after conferring with them about many 
matters concerning their wars, the Algonquin fav^e, one of 
their chiefs, drew from a fack a piece of copper a foot long, 
which he gave me. This was very handfome and quite 
pure. He gave me to underftand that there were large 
quantities where he had taken this, which was on the bank 
of a river, near a great lake. He faid that they gathered it 
in lumps, and, having melted it, fpread it in (heets, fmoothing 

it 
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it with ftones. I was very glad of this prefent, although of 

fmall value.^ 

Arriving 

••* This teftimony of the Algonquin fay fifty miles below Quebec, on his 
chief is interefling, and hiilorically im- return, the Indians from the Sacoienay 
portant. We know of no earlier refer- came on board his fhip, and made cer- 
ence to the art of melting and malleating tain prefents to their chief, Donnacona, 
copper in any of the reports of the navi- whom Cartier had captured, and was 
gators to our northern coaft. That the taking home with him to France, 
natives poffeffed this art is placed beyond Among thefe gifts, they gave him a 
queftion by this pafTage, as well as by great knife of red copper, which came 
the recent difcovery of copper imple- from the Saguenay. The words of 
ments in Wifconfin, bearing the marks Cartier are as follows : — 
of mechanical fufion and malleation. " Donerent audi6l Donnacona trois 
The fpecimens of copper in the poflef- pac^uetz de peaulx de byeures & loups 
fion of the natives on the coaft of New manns auec vng grad coufteau de cuy- 
England, as referred to by Brereton and ure rouge, qui vient du Saguenay & 
Archer, can well be accounted for with- autres chofes." — Idem^ p. 44. 
out fuppofing them to be of native manu- This voyage of Cartier, made in 1535, 
£i6lure, though they may have been fo. was the earlieft vifit by any navigator 
The Bafques, Bretons, EngliOi, and Por- on record to this region. It was eighty 
tuguefe had been annually on our nor- years before the Recolle6U or any other 
thern coafls for fifhing and fur-trading miffionaries had approached the Gulf of 
for more than a century, and had dii- St. Lawrence. There was, therefore, 
tributed a vaft quantity of articles for no intercourfe previous to this that 
favage ornament and ule ; and it would, would be likely to furnifh the natives 
therefore, be difficult to prove that the with European utenfils of any kind, par- 
copper chains and collars and other ticularly knives of r^// ^<?^^r. It is im- 
trinkets mentioned by Brereton and poffible to fuppofe that this knife, feen 
Archer were not derived from this by Cartier, and declared by the natives 
fource. But the teftimony of the early to have come from the Saguenay, a 
navigators in the lels frequented region term then covering an indefinite region 
of the St. Lawrence is not open to this ftretching we know not how far to the 
interpretation. When Cartier advanced north and weft, could be otherwife than 
up the Gulf of Lawrence in 1535, the of Indian manufacture. In the text, 
favages pointed out the region of the Champlain diftindlly ftates on the tefti- 
Saguenay, which thev informed him mony of an Algonquin chief that it was 
was inhabited, and that from thence the cuftom of the Indians to melt copper 
came the red copper which they called for the purpofe of forming it into 
caignetdaze. ftieets, and it is obvious that it would 

"£t par les fauuaiges que anions, require fcarcelv greater ingenuity to 

nous a eft^ di€t que ceftoit le commence- fabricate moulas in which to caft the 

ment du Saguenay & terre habitable. £t various implements which they needed 

que de la ve noit le cuyure rouge qu'ilz in their fimple arts. Some of thefe im- 

appellfit caignetdaze." — Brief Ricity^r plements, with indubitable marks of 

Jacques Cartier, 1545, D*Avezac ed., p. naving been caft in moulds, have been 

9. Vide idem, p. 34. recently difcovered, with a multitude of 

When Cartier was at lile Coudres, others, which may or may not have 

paffed 
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Arriving at Trois Riviferes, I found all the Montagnais 
awaiting me, and the four barques as I dated above, which 
had gone to trade with them. 

The favages were delighted to fee me, and I went on fhore 
to fpeak with them. They entreated me, together with my 
companions, to embark on their canoes and no others, when 
we went to the war, faying that they were our old friends. 
This I promifed them, telling them that I defired to fet out 
at once, fmce the wind was favorable ; and that my barque 
was not fo fwift as their canoes, for which reafon I defired to 
go on in advance. They eameftly entreated me to wait until 
the morning of the next day, when we would all go together, 
adding that they would not go fafter than I (hould. Finally, 
to fatisfy them, I promifed to do this, at which they were 
greatly pleafed. 

On the following day, we all fet out together, and con- 
tinued our route until the morning of the next day, the 
19th of the month, when we arrived at an ifland'" ofif the 



paired through the fame procefs. The 
teftimony of Champlain in the text, 
and the examples of moulded copper 
found in the lake region, render the evi- 
dence, in our judgment, entirely conclu- 
five that the art of working copper 
both by fiifion and malleation exited 
among the Indians of America at the 
time of its firfl occupation by the 
French. 

During the period of five years, be- 
ginning in 1 87 1, an enthufiaflic anti- 
quary, Mr. F. S. Perkins, of Wifconfin, 
collected, within the borders of his own 
State, a hundred and forty-two copper 
implements, of a great variety of forms, 
and defigned for numerous ufes, as 
axes, hatchets, fpear-heads, arrow- 
heads, knives, gouges, chifels, adzes, 



nver 

augers, gads, drills, and other articles 
of anomalous forms. Thefe are now 
depofited in the archives of the Hiflor- 
ical Society of Wifconfin. Other col- 
lections are gradually forming. The 
procefs is of neceffity flow, as they are 
not often found in groups, but fingly, 
here and there, as they are turned up by 
the plough or fpade or other imple- 
ments of hufbandry. The ftatement of 
Champlain in the text, and the teflimony 
of Cartier three-quarters of a century 
earlier, to which we have referred, give 
a new hiflorical fignificance to thefe 
recent difcoveries, and both together 
throw a frefli light upon the pre-hiftoric 
period. 
"^ This was the Ifland St Ignace, 

which 
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river of the Iroquois, and waited for the Algonquins, who 
were to be there the fame day. While the Montagnais were 
felling trees to clear a place for dancing, and for arranging 
themfelves for the arrival of the Algonquins, an Algonquin 
canoe was fuddenly feen coming in haile, to bring word 
that the Algonquins had fallen in with a hundred Iroquois, 
who were ftrongly barricaded, and that it would be difficult 
to conquer them, unlefs they (hould come fpeedily, together 
with the Matigoches, as they call us. 

The alarm at once founded among them, and each one got 
into his canoe with his arms. They were quickly in readinefe, 
but with confufion ; for they were fo precipitous that, inftead 
of making hafte, they hindered one another. They came to 
our barque and the others, begging me, together with my com- 
panions, to go with them in their canoes, and they were fo 
urgent that I embarked with four others. I requefted our 
pilot. La Routte, to ftay in the barque, and fend me fome four 
or five more of my companions, if the other barques would 
fend fome (hallops with men to aid us; for none of the 
barques were inclined to go with the favages, except Captain 
Thibaut, who, having a barque there, went with me. The 
favages cried out to thofe who remained, faying that they 
were woman-hearted, and that all they could do was to make 
war upon their peltry. 

Meanwhile, after going fome half a league, all the favages 
croffing the river landed, and, leaving their canoes, took their 

bucklers, 

which lies oppofite the mouth of the river however, evident, from feveral intima- 

Iroquois or Richelieu. Champlain's de- tions found in the text, that it was about 

fcription is not fufficiently definite to a league from the mouth of the Riche- 

enable us to identify the exa^ location lieu, and was probably on the bank of 

of this conflict with the favages. It is, that river. 
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bucklers, bows, arrows, clubs, and fwords, which they attach to 
the end of large flicks, and proceeded to make their way in the 
woods, fo fail that we foon loft fight of them, they leaving us, 
five in number, without guides. This difpleafed us ; but, keep- 
ing their tracks conftantly in fight, we followed them, although 
we were often deceived. We went through denfe woods, 
and over fwamps and marflies, with the water always up to 
our knees, greatly encumbered by a pike-man's corfelet, with 
which each one was armed. We were alfo tormented in a 
grievous and unheard-of manner by quantities of mofquitoes, 
which were fo thick that they fcarcely permitted us to draw 
breath. After going about half a league under thefe cir- 
cumftances, and no longer knowing where we were, we per- 
ceived two favages pafling through the woods, to whom we 
called and told them to flay with us, and guide us to the 
whereabouts of the Iroquois, otherwife we could not go 
there, and (hould get loft in the woods. They flayed to 
guide us. After proceeding a (hort diftance, we faw a favage 
coming in hafte to us, to induce us to advance as rapidly as 
poflible, giving me to underftand that the Algonquins and 
Montagnais had tried to force the barricade of the Iroquois 
but had been repulfed, that fome of the beft men of the 
Montagnais had been killed in the attempt, and feveral 
wounded, and that they had retired to wait for us, in whom 
was their only hope. We had not gone an eighth of a 
league with this favage, who was an Algonquin captain, 
before we heard the yells and cries on both fides, as they 
jeered at each other, and were fkirmifhing flightly while 
awaiting us. As foon as the favages perceived us, they 
began to fhout, fo that one could not have heard it thunder. 

I 
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I gave orders to my companions to follow me fteadily, and 
not to leave me on any account. I approached the barricade 
of the enemy, in order to reconnoitre it. It was conftru6led 
of large trees placed one upon an other, and of a circular 
fhape, the ufual form of their fortifications. All the Mon- 
tagnais and Algonquins approached likewife the barricade. 
Then we commenced firing numerous mufket-fliots through 
the brufli-wood, fince we could not fee them, as they could 
us. I was wounded while firing my firft (hot at the fide of 
their bairicade by an arrow, which pierced the end of my 
ear and entered my neck. I feized the arrow, and tore it 
from my neck. The end of it was armed with a very fharp 
{lone. One of my companions alfo was wounded at the 
fame time in the arm by an arrow, which I tore out for him. 
Yet my wound did not prevent me from doing my duty : our 
favages alfo, on their part, as well as the enemy, did their 
duty, fo that you could fee the arrows fly on all fides as 
thick as hail. The Iroquois were aftonifhed at the noife of 
our mufkets, and efpecially that the balls penetrated better 
than their arrows. They were fo frightened at the effe6l 
produced that, feeing feveral of their companions fall 

wounded 

Champlain's Explanation of the accompanyino Map. 

FOHT DBS IhOQUOIS. 

A. The fort of the Iroquois. B. The Iroquois throwing themfelves into the 
river to efcape the purfuit of the Montagnais and Algonquins who followed for 
the purpofe of killing them. D, Sieur de Champlain and five of his men. 
E, The favages friendly to us. F, Sieur des Prairies of St Malo with his 
comrades. G, Shallop of Sieur des Prairies. H. Great trees cut down for the 
purpofe of deftroying the fort of the Iroquois. 
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wounded and dead, they threw themfelves on the ground 
whenever they heard a difcharge, fuppofing that the fhots 
were fure. We fcarcely ever miffed firing two or three balls 
at one fhot, refting our muikets moft of the time on the 
fide- of their barricade. But, feeing that our ammunition 
began to fail, I faid to all the favages that it was neceffary 
to break down their barricades and capture them by ftorm ; 
and that, in order to accomplilh this, they muft take their 
fhields, cover themfelves with them, and thus approach fo 
near as to be able to fallen ftout ropes to the pofts that f up- 
ported the barricades, and pull them down by main ftrength, 
in that way making an opening large enough to permit them 
to enter the fort. I told them that we would meanwhile, by 
our mufke try-fire, keep oflf the enemy, as they endeavored to 
prevent them from accomplifhing this ; alfo that a number 
of them (hould get behind fome large trees, which were near 
the barricade, in order to throw them down upon the enemy, 
and that others fhould protedl thefe with their fhields, in order 
to keep the enemy from injuring them. All this they did 
very promptly. And, as they were about finilhing the work, 
the barques, diftant a league and a half, hearing the reports 
of our mufkets, knew that we were engaged in confli6l ; and 
a young man from St. Malo, full of courage, Des Prairies by 
name, who like the reft had come with his barque to engage 
in peltry traffic, faid to his companions that it was a great 
fhame to let me fight in this way with the favages without 
coming to my affiftance ; that for his part he had too high a 
fenfe of honor to permit him to do fo, and that he did not 
wi(h to expose himfelf to this reproach. Accordingly, he 
determined to come to me in a fliallop with fome of his 

companions, 
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companions, together with fome of mine whom he took with 
him. Immediately upon his arrival, he went towards the 
fort of the Iroquois, fituated on the bank of the river. Here 
he landed, and came to find me. Upon feeing him, I ordered 
our favages who were breaking down the fortrefs to ftop, fo 
that the new-comers might have their (hare of the fport I 
requefted Sieur des Prairies and his companions to fire fome 
falvos of mufketry, before our favages fhould carry by ftorm 
the enemy, as they had decided to do. This they did, each 
one firing feveral fhots, in which all did their duty well. 
After they had fired enough, I addreffed myfelf to our fav- 
ages, urging them to finifli the work. Straightway, they 
approached the barricade, as they had previoufly done, while 
we on the flank were to fire at thofe who fhould endeavor to 
keep them from breaking it down. They behaved fo well 
and bravely that, with the help of our mufkets, they made an 
opening, which, however, was difficult to go through, as there 
was ftill left a portion as high as a man, there being alfo 
branches of trees there which had been beaten down, forming 
a ferious obflacle. But, when I faw that the entrance was quite 
prafticable, I gave orders not to fire any more, which they 
obeyed. At the fame inftant, fome twenty or thirty, both 
of favages and of our own men, entered, fword in hand, with- 
out finding much refiftance. Immediately, all who were 
unharmed took to flight But they did not proceed far ; for 
they were brought down by thofe around the barricade, and 
thofe who efcaped were drowned in the river. We captured 
fome fifteen prifoners, the reft being killed by muflcet-ftiots, 
arrows, and the fword. When the fight was over, there came 
another (hallop, containing fome of my companions. This, 

although 
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although behind time, was yet in feafon for the booty, which, 
however, was not of much account There were only robes 
of beaver-fkin, and dead bodies covered with blood, which 
the favages would not take the trouble to plunder, laughing 
at thofe in the laft fhallop, who did fo ; for the others did not 
engage in fuch low bulinefs. This, then, is the vidlory ob- 
tained by God*s grace, for gaining which they gave us much 
praife. 

The favages fcalped the dead, and took the heads as a 
trophy of vi6lory, according to their cuftom. They returned 
with fifty wounded Montagnais and Algonquins and three 
dead, finging and leading their prifoners with them. They 
attached to flicks in the prows of their canoes the heads 
and a dead body cut into quarters, to eat in revenge, as they 
faid. In this way, they went to our barques oflf the River of 
the Iroquois. 

My companions and I embarked in a fhallop, where I had 
my wound drefTed by the furgeon, De Boyer, of Rouen, who 
likewife had come here for the purpofe of traffic. The favages 
fpent all this day in dancing and finging. 

The next day, Sieur de Pont Grave arrived with another 
fhallop, loaded with merchandife. Moreover, there was alfo 
a barque containing Captain Pierre, which he had left behind, 
it being able to come only with difficulty, as it was rather 
heavy and a poor failer. 

The fame day there was fome trading in peltry, but the 
other barques carried off the better part of the booty. It 
was doing them a great favor to fearch out a flrange people 
for them, that they might afterwards carry off the profit 
without any rifk or danger. 

That 
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That day, I afked the favages for an Iroquois prifoner which 
they had, and they gave him to me. What I did for him was 
not a little ; for I faved him from many tortures which he muft 
have fuffered in company with his fellow-prifoners, whofe 
nails they tore out, alfo cutting off their fingers, and burning 
them in feveral places. They put to death on the fame day 
two or three, and, in order to increafe their torture, treated 
them in the following manner. 

They took the prifoners to the border of the water, and 
fattened them perfe6lly upright to a ftake. Then each came 
with a torch of birch bark, and burned them, now in this 
place, now in that. The poor wretches, feeling the fire, 
raifed fo loud a cry that it was fomething frightful to hear ; 
and frightful indeed are the cruelties which thefe barbarians 
practife towards each other. After making them fuffer 
greatly in this manner and burning them with the above- 
mentioned bark, taking fome water, they threw it on their 
bodies to increafe their fuffering. Then they applied the 
fire anew, fo that the fkin fell from their bodies, they con- 
tinning to utter loud cries and exclamations, and dancing 
until the poor wretches fell dead on the fpot. 

As foon as a body fell to the ground dead, they ftruck it 
violent blows with flicks, when they cut off the arms, legs, 
and other parts ; and he was not regarded by them as manly, 
who did not cut off a piece of the flefh, and give it to the 
dogs. Such are the courtefies prifoners receive. But ftill 
they endure all the tortures inflidled upon them with fuch 
conftancy that the fpe<5lator is aftonifhed. 

As to the other prifoners, which remained in poffeflion of 
the Algonquins and Montagnais, it was left to their wives 

and 
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and daughters to put them to death with their own hands ; 
and, in fuch a matter, they do not fhow themfelves le£s 
inhuman than the men, but even furpafs them by far in cru- 
elty; for they devife by their cunning more cruel punifh- 
ments, in which they take pleafure, putting an end to their 
lives by the moft extreme pains. 

The next day there arrived the Captain Yroquet, alfo 
another Ochateguin, with fome eighty men, who regretted 
greatly not having been prefent at the defeat. Among all 
thefe tribes there were prefent nearly two hundred men, who 
had never before feen Chriftians, for whom they conceived a 
great admiration. 

We were fome three days together on an ifland ofif the 
river of the Iroquois, when each tribe returned to its own 
country. 

I had a young lad, who had already fpent two winters at 
Quebec, and who was defirous of going with the Algonquins 
to learn their language. Pont Grav6 and I concluded that, 
if he entertained this defire, it would be better to fend him 
to this place than elfewhere, that he might afcertain the 
nature of their country, fee the great lake, obferve the rivers 
and tribes there, and alfo explore the mines and objedls of 
fpecial intereft in the localities occupied by thefe tribes, in 
order that he might inform us, upon his return, of the fa6ls 
of the cafe. We afked him if it was his defire to go, for I 
did not wifh to force him. But he anfwered the queftion at 
once by confenting to the journey with great pleafure. 

Going to Captain Yroquet, who was ftrongly attached to 
me, I afked him if he would like to take this young boy 
to his country to fpend the winter with him, and bring him 

back 
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back in the fpring. He promifed to do fo, and treat him as 
his own fon, faying that he was greatly pleafed with the idea. 
He communicated the plan to all the Algonquins, who were 
not greatly pleafed with it, from fear that fome accident might 
happen to the boy, which would caufe us to make war upon 
them. This hefitation cooled the defire of Yroquet, who came 
and told me that all his companions failed to find the plan a 
good one. Meanwhile, all the barques had left, excepting that 
of Pont Grav6, who, having fome prefling bufmefs on hand, 
as he told me, went away too. But I flayed with my barque 
to fee how the matter of the journey of this boy, which I 
was defirous (hould take place, would refult I accordingly 
went on fhore, and afked to fpeak with the captains, who 
came to me, and we fat down for a conference, together with 
many other favages of age and diftin6lion in their troops. 
Then I afked them why Captain Yroquet, whom I regarded 
as my friend, had refufed to take my boy with him. I faid 
that it was not a6ling like a brother or friend to refufe me 
what he had promifed, and what could refult in nothing 
but good to them ; taking the boy would be a means of in- 
creafmg ftill more our friendfhip with them and forming one 
with their neighbors; that their fcruples at doing fo only 
gave me an unfavorable opinion of them ; and that if they 
would not take the boy, as Captain Yroquet had promifed, I 
would never have any friendfhip with them, for they were 
not children to break their promifes in this manner. They 
then told me that they were fatisfied with the arrangement, 
only they feared that, from change of diet to fomething worfe 
than he had been accuftomed to, fome harm might happen 

to 
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to the boy, which would provoke my difpleafure. This they 
faid was the only caufe of their refufal, 

I replied that the boy would be able to adapt himfelf with- 
out difficulty to their manner of living and ufual food, and 
that, if through ficknefs or the fortunes of war any harm 
fhould befall him, this would not interrupt my friendly feel- 
ings towards them, and that we were all expofed to accidents, 
which we mull fubmit to with patience. But I faid that if 
they treated him badly, and if any misfortune happened to 
him through their fault, I fhould in truth be difpleafed, which, 
however, I did not expe6l from them, but quite the contrary. 

They faid to me : " Since, then, this is your defire, we will 
take him, and treat him like ourfelves. But you (hall alfo 
take a young man in his place, to go to France. We fhall 
be greatly pleafed to hear him report the fine things he fhall 
have feen." I accepted with pleafure the propofition, and took 
the young man. He belonged to the tribe of the Ochate- 
guins, and was alfo glad to go with me. This prefented an 
additional motive for treating my boy flill better than they 
might otherwife have done. I fitted him out with what he 
needed, and we made a mutual promife to meet at the end of 
June. 

We parted with many promifes of friendfhip. Then they 
went away towards the great fall of the River of Canada, 
while I returned to Quebec. On my way, I met Pont Grave 
on Lake St. Peter, who was waiting for me with a large 
patache, which he had fallen in with on this lake, and which 
had not been expeditious enough to reach the place where 
the favages were, on account of its poor failing qualities. 

We all returned together to Quebec, when Pont Grave 

went 
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went to Tadouffac, to arrange fome matters pertaining to our 
quarters there. But I flayed at Quebec to fee to the recon- 
flrudlion of fome palifades about our abode, until Pont Grav6 
flbould return, when we could confer together as to what was 
to be done. 

On the 4th of June, Des Marais arrived at Quebec, greatly 
to our joy ; for we were afraid that fome accident had hap- 
pened to him at fea. 

Some days after, an Iroquois prifoner, whom I had kept 
guarded, got away in confequence of my giving him too much 
liberty, and made his efcape, urged to do fo by fear, not- 
withflanding the affurances given him by a woman of his 
tribe we had at our fettlement. 

A few days after, Pont Grav6 wrote me that he was think- 
ing of pafling the winter at the fettlement, being moved to do 
fo by many confiderations. I replied that, if he expedled to 
fare better than I had done in the paft, he would do well. 

He accordingly haftened to provide himfelf with the fup^ 
plies neceffary for the fettlement. 

After I had finifhed the palifade about our habitation, and 

put every thing in order. Captain Pierre returned in a barque 

in which he had gone to Tadouffac to fee his friends. I alfo 

went there to afcertain what would refult from the fecond 

trading, and to attend to fome other fpecial bufinefs which I 

had there. Upon my arrival, I found there Pont Grav^, who 

flated to me in detail his plans, and the reafons inducing him 

to fpend the winter. I told him frankly what I thought of 

the matter ; namely, that I believed he would not derive much 

profit from it, according to the appearances that were plainly 

to be feen. 
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He determined accordingly to change his plan, and de- 
fpatched a barque with orders for Captain Pierre to return 
from Quebec on account of fome bufinefe he had with him ; 
with the intelligence alfo that fome veflels, which had arrived 
from Brouage, brought the news that Monfieur de Saint Luc 
had come by poft from Paris, expelled thofe of the religion 
from Brouage, re-enforced the garrifon with foldiers, and 
then returned to Court ; ^ that the king had been killed, and 
two or three days after him the Duke of Sully, together with 
two other lords, whofe names they did not know.^ 

All thefe tidings gave great forrow to the true French in 
thefe quarters. As for myfelf, it was hard for me to believe 
it, on account of the different reports about the matter, and 
which had not much appearance of truth. Still, I was greatly 
troubled at hearing fuch mournful news. 

Now, after having flayed three or four days longer at 
Tadouffac, I faw the lofs which many merchants muft fuffer, 
who had taken on board a large quantity of merchandife, 
and fitted out a great number of veffels, in expedlation of 
doing a good bufinefs in the fur-trade, which was fo poor on 
account of the great number of veffels, that many will for a 
long time remember the lofs which they fuffered this year. 

Sieur de Pont Grave and I embarked, each of us in a 
barque, leaving Captain Pierre on the veffel. We took Du 
Pare to Quebec, where we finiftied what remained to be 

done 

••• For fome account of Saint Luc, the rumor of the death of the Duke of 

fee Memoir, Vol. I. By thofe of the r«- Sully was erroneous. Maximelien de 

li^on, ceux de la Relipon^ are meant the Bdthune, the Duke of Sully, died on the 

Huguenots, or Proteftants. 22d of December, 1641, at the age of 

••^ The aiTaflination of Henry IV. oc- eighty-two years, 
curred on the 14th of May, i6|o; but 
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done at the fettlement After every thing was in good con- 
dition, we refolved that Du Pare, who had wintered there 
with Captain Pierre, (hould remain again, and that Captain 
Pierre (hould return to France with us, on account of fome 
bufinefs that called him there. 

We accordingly left Du Pare in command there, with fix- 
teen men, all of whom we enjoined to live foberly, and in the 
fear of God, and in ftridl obfervance of the obedience due to 
the authority of Du Pare, who was left as their chief and 
commander, juft as if one of us had remained. This they 
all promifed to do, and to live in peace with each other. 

As to the gardens, we left them all well fupplied with 
kitchen vegetables of all forts, together with fine Indian 
com, wheat, rye, and barley, which had been already planted. 
There were alfo vines which I had fet out when I fpent the 
winter there, but thefe they made no attempt to preferve ; 
for, upon my return, I found them all in ruins, and I was 
greatly difpleafed that they had given fo little attention to 
the prefervation of fo fine and good a plot, from which I 
had anticipated a favorable refult 

After feeing that every thing was in good order, we fet 
out from Quebec on the 8th of Auguft for Tadouffac, in 
order to prepare our veffel, which was fpeedily done, 

CHAPTER III. 
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CHAPTER III. 
Retitrn to Francs. — Mbbtimg a Wbai.e ; — the Mode or caftuking 

THEH. 

|N the 13th of the month, we fet out from Tadouf- 
fac, arriving at lie Perc6e the next day, where 
we found a large number of veffels engaged in 
the fiftiery, dry and green. 
On the 1 8th of the month, we departed from 
lie Perc&.pafling in latitude 42°, without fighting the Grand 
Bank, where the green fifhery is carried on, as it is too narrow 
at this altitude. 

When we were about half way acrofs, we encountered a 
whale, which was afleep. The veflel, paffing over him, awak- 
ening him betimes, made a great hole in him near the tail, 
without damaging our veflel ; but he threw out an abundance 
of blood. 

It has feemed to me not out of place to give here a brief 
defcription of the mode of catching whales, which many 
have not witnefTed, and fuppofe that they are (hot, owing to 
the falfe affertions about the matter made to them in their 
ignorance by impoftors, and on account of which fuch ideas 
have often been obftinately maintained in my prelence. 

Thofe, then, moft fkilful in this fifhery are the Bafques, 
who, for the purpofe of engaging in it, take their vefTels to a 
place of fecurity, and near where they think whales are plenty. 
Then they equip feveral fhallops manned by competent men 
and provided with hawfers, fmall ropes made of the bell 

hemp 
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hemp to be found, at leaft a hundred and fifty fathoms long. 
They are alfo provided with many halberds of the length of 
a (hort pike, whofe iron is fix inches broad ; others are from 
a foot and a half to two feet long, and very fharp. Each 
(hallop has a harpooner, the moft agile and adroit man they 
have, whofe pay is next higheft to that of the matters, his 
pofition being the mofl dangerous one. This fhallop being 
outfide of the port, the men look in all quarters for a whale, 
tacking about in all dire6lions. But, if they fee nothing, 
they return to the fhore, and afcend the higheft point they 
can find, and from which they can get the moft extenfive 
view. Here they ftation a man on the look-out. They are 
aided in catching fight of a whale both by his fize and the 
water he fpouts through his blow-holes, which is more than 
a puncheon at a time, and two lances high. From the 
amount of this water, they eftimate how much oil he will 
yield. From fome they get as many as one hundred and 
twenty puncheons, from others lefs. Having caught fight of 
this monftrous fifti, they haften to embark in their fhallops, 
and by rowing or failing they advance until they are upon 
him. 

Seeing him under water, the harpooner goes at once to 
the prow of the ftiallop with his harpoon, an iron two feet 
long and half a foot wide at the lower part, and attached to 
a ftick as long as a fmall pike, in the middle of which is 
a hole to which the hawfer is made faft. The harpooner, 
watching his time, throws his harpoon at the whale, which 
enters him well forward. As foon as he finds himfelf 
wounded, the whale goes down. And if by chance turning 
about, as he does fometimes, his tail ftrikes the ftiallop, it 

breaks 
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breaks it like glafs. This is the only rifk they run of being 
killed in harpooning. As foon as they have thrown the har- 
poon into him, they let the hawfer run until the whale reaches 
the bottom. But fometimes he does not go flraight to 
the bottom, when he drags the fhallop eight or nine leagues 
or more, going as fwiftly as a horfe. Very often they are 
obliged to cut their hawfer, for fear that the whale will take 
them under water. But, when he goes ftraight to the bottom, 
he refts there awhile, and then returns quietly to the furface, 
the men taking aboard again the hawfer as he rifes. When 
he comes to the top, two or three fhallops are flationed around 
with halberds, with which they give him feveral blows. Find- 
ing himfelf ftruck, the whale goes down again, leaving a trail 
of blood, and grows weak to fuch an extent that he has no 
longer any ftrength nor energy, and returning to the furface 
is finally killed. When dead^ he does not go down again : 
faftening ftout ropes to him, they drag him afhore to their 
head-quarters, the place where they try out the fat of the 
whale, to obtain his oil. This is the way whales are taken, 
and not by cannon-lhots, which many fuppofe, as I have ftated 
above. 

To refume the thread of my narrative : after wounding the 
whale, as mentioned, we captured a great many porpoifes, 
which our mate harpooned to our pleafure and amufement. 
We alfo caught a great many fifh having a large ear, with a 
liook and line, attaching to the hook a little fifh refembling 
a herring, and letting it trail behind the vefTel. The large ear, 
thinking it in fa6l a living fi(h, comes up to fwallow it, thus 
finding himfelf at once caught by the hook, which is con- 
cealed in the body of the little fifh. This fifh is very good, 

and 
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and has certain tufts which are very handfome, and refemble 
thofe worn on plumes. 

On the 2 2d of September, we arrived on foundings. Here 
we faw twenty veffels fome four leagues to the weft of us, 
which, as they appeared from our veffel, we judged to be 
Flemifli. 

On the 25th of the month, we fighted the Ifle de Grenez^,"* 
after experiencing a ftrong blow, which lafted until noon. 

On the 27th of the month, we arrived at Honfleur. 

••• Guerafey, which lay diredUy before that met the eye on their way to Hon- 
them as they advanced up the Enelifh fleur. 
Channel, and was the firft large i&nd 
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Lennox, 147. 

Lefcarbot, 3, 7, 10, 11, 12, 17, 18, 20, 
22, 23, 33, 36, 37, 38, 5o» 62, 63, 73, 
94, 103, 106, 107, 108, III, 131, 140, 
146, 147, 149, 151, 153, 154, 157, 175, 
213. 

Lefdigui^res, Duchefs o^ 164. 

Ldvis, Cap de, 176. 

Ldvis, Henri de, 176. 

Licenfe, Extract from, xv. 

Linnaeus, 89. 

Lifbon, 2. 

Lifcomb Ifland, 153. 

l.ifcomb Point, 152. 

1 ifcomb River, 12. 

Little Boar's Head, 69, 70, 71. 



Littr^, 10, 22. 

Liverpool, 10. 

Lobiler Bay, 105. 

Long Ifland, 15, 16^ 17, 20, 21, 27, 30, 

104. 
Long Ifland Bay, 139. 
Long Ifland Sound, 14, 18, 136. 
Long Neck, 131. 
Louifburgh, Harbor of^ 156. 
Louis, St., Baffin de, 207. 
Louis, St., Falls of, 160. 
Louis, St., Fort, 210. 
Loup, River du, 206. 
Lower Granville, 22, 24. 
Lubeck, 139. 
Lumley's Inlet, 171. 
Lunenburg, 9. 
Luz, Jean de, 154. 
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Mabretou, 103, 143, 144, 147, 150. 

Machias, 93, 138. 

Magnetic Needle, 10, 24, 34, 155. 

Magnus, Olaus, 52. 

Magpie I Hands, 31. 

Magpies, 30. 

Mai Bay, 164, 172. 

Mallebarre, 57, 81, 90, 107, 109, no, 

117, 118, 136, 138. 
Maine, 61, 135. 
Maine, Gulf of, 140. 
Maine Hiftorical Society, 43, 73, 92. 
Mai de la terre, or fcurvy, 50, 95, 98, 

145, 199 

Malo, St., 22, 24, 25, 27, 54, 93, 108, 

146, 151, 157, 235, 241, 242. 
Manomet, 78. 

Manan, Grand, Petit, 30, 55, 93, 99, 

139- 
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Manthane, 30. 

Manthouinernier, 57. 

Mappe- Monde, 49, 6i. 

Mar.iis, Sieur des, 199, 204, 107) 3o8, 

232. 249. 
Marchin, j8, 60, 91, no, 150. 
Margaret, St., 17, 18. 
Marguerite, St, 1J2. 
Marie de Medicis, Qneen Regent, xUi, 

146, 147. 
Marriage, 191. 
Marlh Creek, 39. 
Msrih field. J4. 
Martha's Vioej-ard, J31. 
Martin, St., Head, 38. 
Martyres, Les, ijt. 
Mary, Riviere St., 153. 
Mary's, St, Bay, 15, 17, 18, ^% 30, 3i, 

23, 35, 40, 104, 164. 
Mary's, St., River, zoi. 
Maflachufetts Bay, 71. 
MalTachufetts Harbor ComroiDioneTS* 

Report, 119. 
Matachiats, 143. 
Match-lock, 133. 
Matliolo, 8, 73. 
Maurice, St., River, 205. 
May Flower 78, 79. 
McKeen, John, ffl,. 
Me^nticook Range, 42. 
Wembcrlau, 03. 
Menthaoe, 332. 
Mercator, 156, 
Merrimac Bay, 70, 71. 
Merrymeeting Bay, 57, S9, 9i- 
Meffamoiiel,37, no, in, 
Metinic Iflands, 48. 
Mettairambeag, 34, 47- 
Meur, Jacob von, 27. 
Mexico, 89. 



Mexico, Gulf of, 218. 

Micmacs, 196. 

Milk Ifland, 70. 

Milkweed, 77. 

Mill Pond, 29, 122. 

Mill River, 24. 

Minas Balin, 2j, 148, 149. 

Minigo, 173. 

Minot's Light, 123. 

Miquelet, M., 103. 

MilEIIippi River, 216. 

MiftalTina, 169, 170. 

MiftalCn Lake, 170. 

Miftigoches, 2JS- '39- 

Miichella, partridge- berry, 30. 

Mitchell, Prof.. 19. 

Mocodome Inlet, 153. 

Moll, 16. 

Monhegau, 91, 92. 

Monomoy, 81, 130, 131. 

Monomoyicks, 136. 

Montagnais, 76, 1S3, 196, 200, 213, 216, 

219, 221, 226, 234, 336, 339, 340, 341, 

244, 245. 
Mont Carmel, 176. 
Montmorency, 174, 175, 176. 
Montreal, 160. 
Monts D6rcTts, Ifle des, 39,41, 55, 137, 

138. 
Moots, Sieur de, 4, ;, 6, 7, IJ9, i6o ; 

his commillion, 160-163, '^5> '^7> 

176, 182, 300, 227, 338, 339, 330. 
MooCe IQand, 93. 
Moofe River, 34. 
Morel, Capt, 7. 
Morris IQand, 120, 132. 
Morris River, 24. 
Morton's Memorial, 78. 
Morton, Thomas, 123, 124. 
Mofquitoes, 34, 240. 
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Mofquito Iflands, 48. 

Motin, V. 

Moulin Baude, 164. 

Mount Joli, 164. 

Mount Manfell, 39. 

Mount Marcy, 218. 

Mouton, Port, 8, 11, 12, 18, 21, 22. 

Mun6lon, 27. 

Murdoch, Beamifh, 7, 9, 37. 

Murphy, Henry C, 40, 73. 

Murray Bay, 172. 

Mufcongus Bay, 48. 

Mufeum of Univerfity Laval, 86. 

Myftic River, 76. 
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Narraganfett Cub, 65, 66. 

Nalhaway, 71. 

Natel, Antoine, 178, 193. 

Naufet, 57, 81, 90, 117, 119, 130, 136. 

Nef, La, 91. 

Negro, Cape, 12. 

Neponfitt, 71. 

Neutral Ifland, 33. 

New Brunfwick, 28, 135. 

New England, 6, 14, 64, 69, ^^^ 79, 86, 

87, ^^, 112, 121, 124, 237. 
New England, Council for, 62. 
New England Hiftoric Genealogical 

Society, 33, 79. 
Newfoundland, 3, 13, 14, 164, 196. 
New France, 4, 7, 103, 140, 147, 157, 

159, 161, 197. 
New Hampfliire, 61, 70. 
New Jerfey, 86. 
New York, 196. 

New York, Natural Hiftory of, 216. 
Nicomtau Bay, 152. 



Niganis, 149, 156. 

Nipmuck, 74. 

Nipple Top, 218. 

Noblka Point, 131, 132, 136. 

Noddle's Ifland, 76. 

Noix, Ifle aux, 211. 

Nonantam, 71. 

Nonameflet Ifland, 131. 

Nova Scotia, 7, 8, 9, 10, 14, 40, 97, 135, 

140, 196. 
Nova Zembla, 4. 
Normandy, 9, 161. 
Normans, 233, 235. 
Novus Orbis, 10, 86. 
North America, 8. 
North Creek, 17. 
North Sea, 205. 
Northumberland Strait, 24. 
Norumbeque, 33, 34, 40, 42, 44, 45, 47, 

49, 50, 55, 136, 137, 141, 142, 218. 
Nofe, 217. 

O. 

Oak, 113. 

Oak Bay, 34. 

Ochateguins, 196, 202, 221, 225, 228, 

229, 234, 235, 246, 248. 
Old Orchard Beach, 113. 
Old Stage Harbor, 120. 
Olmechin, 63. 

Onemechin, no, in, 113, 150. 
Ordre de Bon Temps, 144. 
Orleans, 120, 121. 
Orleans, Duke of, 146. 
Orleans, Ifle of, 172, 173, 174, 175, 176, 

187, 188. 
Ortelius, 231. 
Orville, d*, 35, 36, 95. 
Ofbome, Thomas, 7. 
Oftemoy, 213. 
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Ottawa, 196, 226. 
Ouagimou, 142. 
Ouygoudy, 28, 147. 
Owl's Head, 12, 41, 48. 
Oxford, Earl of, 7. 
Oyfter Harbor, 116. 
Oyfter Pond, 122. 

P. 

Pacific Ocean, 68. 

Palmer, 218. 

Palmerfton Bay, 10. 

Panounias, 55, 63, 142, 146, 150. 

Pare, Sieur du, 233, 250, 251. 

Pardoe, Mifs, 147. 

Paris, 2, 20, 38, 40, 15s, 157, 230, 250. 

Parkhurfl, Anthony, 14. 

Parrf borough, 148. 

Partridge-berry, 20. 

Partridge Ifland, 28, 29. 

Paflage Courant, 155. 

Paffage, Petit, 16, 18, 20, 21. 

PafTamacadie, 31, 73. 

Paffamaquoddy Bay, 30, 31. 

Patache, 146. 

Paul v., Roman PontiflE, 38. 

Paul's, St, Bay, 172. 

Paul, St, Ifland of, 164. 

Pemadumcook, Lake, 47. 

Pememen, 150. 

Pemetiq, 39. 

Penguins, 13, 14, 19. 

Penobfcot River, 34, 40, 41, 42, 43, 47, 

49, 60, 92, 137, 218. 
Pentegoiiet, 40. 

Perc^e, Ifle, 155, 164, 228, 252. 
Peribonca, 169. 
Perkins, F. S., 238. 
Perpifawick Inlet, 152. 



Peru, 85, 89. 

Peter, St., Lake of, 205, 206, 226, 248. 

Petitcoudiac, 27. 

Petit Paffage, 104. 

Petit River, 10. 

Petum, 66. 

Pickering, Dr. Charles, (sl^. 

Picouagami, 169. 

Pigeons, 69. 

Pike, Bony-fcaled, or gar, 216. 

Pilgrims of Plymouth, 77, 79. 

Pilotois, 190, 213. 

Pinckney Point, 105. 

Placentia Bay, 164. 

Pleafant Bay, 121. 

Plum-trees, 198. 

Plymouth Harbor, 76, 79. 

Point au Pies, 172. 

Point Comeille, 172. 

Point Gammon, 126, 131. 

Point Ouelle, 172. 

Point Pfere, 172. 

Pokomtacuke, 71. 

Pond Ifland, 56. 

Pont Grav^, 3, 7, 1 1, 36, 54, 94, 95, 97, 
99, 100, loi, 103, 105, 108, 132, 160, 
163, 165, 166, 167, 180, 181, 182, 199, 
200, 202, 204, 227, 229, 230, 232, 233, 
244, 246, 247, 248, 249, 2SO. 

Pont Grav^, Robert, 132. 

Pontoife, Grand Vicar of, 183. 

Pont, Riviere du, 206. 

Poole, William F., 123. 

Popham Celebration, 93. 

Port k r^quilles, 171. 

Port du Cap St Louis, 78, 79. 

Port Fortune, 120, 126^ 130, 132, 138, 

I39» MS. 
Portland, Dorfetfliire, 231. 

Port of Mines, 26, 97, 148, 149. 
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Port Royal, 17, 22, 24, 25, 27, 37, 94, 
97, 99, 100, 104, 106, 107, 108, 109, 

I39> 140, 141, 147, 148, 149- 

Port St Helaine, 152. 

Portfmouth, 70. 

Portugal, 2, 9. 

Portuguefe, 8, 156, 237. 

Pottery, Indian, 86. 

Poutrincourt, Cap de, 149. 

Poutrincourt, Sieur de, 19, 24, 30, 37, 
38, 82, 97, 106, 107, 108, III, 113, 
114, 115, 117, 126, 127, 128, 134, 135, 
140, 141, 144, 145, 146, 147, 148, 149, 

I50» IS!. 157. 
Pownall, Governor Thomas, 43, 223. 
Prairies, Sieur des, 241, 242. 
Prevert, M., 24, 25, 26, 27, 97. 
Prince George, 92. 
Prince Henry, 171. 
Prince, Rev. Thomas, 92. 
Prince Society, 9, 65, 69, 112, 123. 
Pring, Martin, 79. 
Prout's Neck, 62. 
Ptolemy, 8, 73. 
Pumpkin?, 65, 112. 
Punkapaog, 71. 
Purchas's Pilgrims, 14. 
Purflane, 75. 
Pyrenees, Lower, 154. 

Q- 

Quaco Light, 28. 

Quaco River, 27. 

Quebec, 19, 39, 47, 52, 60, 171, 174, 
175, 176, 180, 182, 183, 186, 187, 188, 
196, 197, 199, 200, 201, 202, 204, 226, 
227, 228, 230, 234, 235, 236, 237, 246, 
248, 249, 250, 251. 

Quebec, Lit. and His. Soc, 169. 



Quelibec, 175. 

Queconficq, 150. 

Quinibequy, 44, 46, 47, 48, 56, 5^, 60^ 

61, 68, 86, 91, 137, 141, 150. 
Quoddy Roads, Head, 139. 
Quiouhamenec, 113. 

R. 

Ralleau, 12, 29, 37, 106, 149. 

Ram Ifland, (fj^ 121. 

Rang^es, Ifles, 153. 

Ranges, 38, 55. 

Raven Hill, 218. 

R^colle^ls, 183, 237. 

Red Cape, 172. 

Religion of the favages, 190-192. 

Ribero, 49, 61, 79. 

Richelieu, Cardinal, 210. 

Richelieu Fort, 210. 

Richelieu, River, 207, 239. 

Richmond Ifland, 62, no. 

Rio de Gamas, 49. 

Rio Grande, 49. 

River du Guafl, ^(i. 

Riviere de Champlain, 131. 

Riviere du Moulin, 140. 

Roberval, 2, 3, 40. 

Roche, Marquis de la, 4, 8. 

Rochelle, 35, 107, 108. 

Rockland, 41. 

Rocky Brook, 24. 

Rome, I. 

Rofcoff, 156. 

Rofcou, 156. 

Rofe, John, 8. 

Rofier, 92. 

Rofs Ifland, 31. 

Roflignol, Capt., 35, 36. 

Roflignol, Port, 10, 11, 12. 
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RolTway, 17. 

Rouen, loS, 239, 330, 344. 

Rouen, Parliamentary Court, 9. 

Rouge, 16, 31, 69. 

Routte, L-i, 204. io7, 239. 

Rue de la Fabrique, 176. 

Ruedu Fort, 176. 

Rupert River, 170. 

RufceUi, 7S. 

Rye Beach, 70. 



Sable Bay, 12, 13. 

Sable Illand, 3, 4, 8, 9, 12, 13, 156. 

Saco, 62, 64, 112, 113, 147, ijo, 151. 

Sagadahoc River, 57, 92. 

Sagard, 86, 183, 216. 

Saguenay, 3, 164, 165, 168, 169, 170, 
196, 205, 234, 237. 

Saint Luc, M. df, 25a 

Saintonge, 3. 

Salifbury, 70. 

Salmon River, 171. 

Salter's Illand, 56. 

Salt Ifland, 114. 

Sambro, 151. 

Sandy Cove, 16, 17. 

Sandy Neck Point, 117. 

Saquifh Head, 78. 

Salanoa River, 57, 59. 

SaTmou, n, 60, 93, lyt. 

SatTafras, iiz. 

Saint Lawrence, 2, 5, 6, 27, 30, 44, 47, 
60, 66, 76, 146, iss, 160, 175, 183, 
188, [96, 206, 216, 223, 229, 237. 

Saint Pierre, Iflands of, 232. 

Saut, RiviSre du, 176. 

Sauveur, St., 39. 

Savalette, Port de, 153, 154. 



Savin, 82. 

Sclavonia, 98. 

ScoSeld's Brook, 24. 

Scoudic Lakes, 34. 

Scoudic River, 31, 47. 

Seal, 14. 

Seal Cove, 99. 

Seal maud, 13. 

Sea-Wolf Jnands, 13, 14, 15, 18, 19. 

Secondon, 3r), 97, loa, no, 147. 

Seguin Ifland, 56, 60. 

Seguin Ledges, 56. 

Sefombre, 5 152. 

Shiifer's Brook, 24. 

Shakefpeare, 73. 

Shallop, 46. 

Shea, John Gilmary, 9, 189. 

Sheepfcot, 59. 

Shepody Bay, 27. 

Shipwreck, 01, Xat. 

ShurtlefFs Calendar, 67. 

Signenoc, 86. 

Silver mine, 16. 

Simon, Mailer Miner, tfi. 

Siflibou River, 17. 

Skittles Port, 171. 

Smelt River, 17. 

Smith, Capt John, 43, 69, 70, 79. 

Smith's Cove, 114, 

Smith's laes, 69. 

Snipe, 14. 

Snov Lake, 174. 

Snows, La.ke ofi 176. 

Snow-lhoes, 53, 191. 

Sorel, M.de, 3lo. 

Souriquois, 4.5,48, 63, 72,73, 196^ aij. 

Soup^onneufe, 131, 

Soulhamplon, Earl O^ 9a. 
South Eali Harbor, 114. 
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South River, 74. 

South Sea, 5. 

Spain, 154. 

Spaniards, 177. 

Spencer's Ifland, 26. 

Spit Beacon Ught, 28. 

Split Cape, 148. 

Spring Hill Beach, 117. 

Squam River, 114. 

Squanto, 121. 

Squafh, 64, 66, 75, 82, 112. 

Stadacone, 175, 186. 

Stage Harbor, 120, 130, 131. 

Stage Head, 114. 

Stage Ifland, 56. 

Straitfmouth llland, 70, 71. 

Stratlon Ifland, 62, 65. 

Subenacadie, 73, 149. 

Sufiolk, Dukeo^ 175. 

Sugar Loaves, j6. 

SuUy, Duke o^ 147, 350. 

Suzanne, St., du Cap Blanc, 81 
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Thibaut, Capt, 239. 

Thome's Brook, 24. 

Three Rivers, 20$. 

Three Turks' Heads, 70. 

Tobacco, 66^ 82, 86. 

Tortoife Ifland, 56, 60. 

Ticonderoga, 223, 224. 

Timoth^e, Capt, 7, 

Tracadie, 73- 

Tragabigzanda, 70. 

Tranfylvaoia, 70. 

Tregatt^, 27, 

Trelaoy, 110. 

Trois Rivieres, 204, 207, 233, 335, 23I 

Truittjire, 141. 

TnunbuU, 123. 

Tuckerman, 112. 

Turkey, 88, 89. 

Turks, 70. 

Tulquet Iflands, 13, 105. 

Two Bays, 25, 27. 

Tyre, 2. 



Tadouflac, 30, 164, 167, 168, 169, 170, 
171, 173. 176, 177, 180, 196, 199, 200, 
204, 205, 226, 227, 228, 229, 232, 233, 
234, 249. ZS'- 352- 

Taillc, La, 180. 

Taille, M. I-a, 103. 

Ten-Pound Ifland, 114, iij. 

Teftu, Capt., 178. 

Texas, 229. 

Thatcher Ifland, 70, 72. 

Theatre de Neptune, 140. 

Theobald, Sl, 28. 

ThdrSfe, St, Ifland of, 211. 

Thevet, 49. 



U. 

Un catena Ifland, 131. 
United States, 33, 56, 62. 
Urfulines, 176. 

V. 

Vaches, Pointe aux, 165. 
Val,Jeandu, 178, 181. 
Vallard, Nic, 79. 
Veazie, 110. 
Venetians, I. 
Venice, 73. 

Ventador, Due de, 176. 
Vennont, Z17. 
Venazzaoo, 40. 
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Vlnejard Sound, 131. 
Vofe, Peter E., 33. 
Vultures, 14, 

W. 

Walling's Map, tzi. 

Walnut, 112. 

Ward, John, 67. 

Warren, 93, 

Warwig Creek, 34, 

Wafaumkeag Point, 43. 

Wedge Illand, 153. 

Weechagadcas, ^\. 

Wellfleet, 116. 

Wellfleet Harbor, 80. 

WeBs Neck, 68, 70. 

Weft Indies, 121. 

Weft Port, 57, 58, 

Weymouth, George, 3, 92, 93. 

Weymouth Harbor, 17. 

Whale Cove, 39- 

Whales, mode of taking, 253-254. 

White Cape, 172. 

Whiteface, 2 18. 

White Haven, 153. 

White lOand, 31. 

White Ledge, 5& 

White Mountains, 61. 



Wight, lUe of, 231. 

Williams, Roger, 65, 66, 121, 123, 124. 

WiUis, William, 92. 

Willow Point, 224. 

WinOoir, Edward, 124. 

WifcafTet, S7, S8- 

Wifconfm, 237, 238. 

Wifconfin, Hiftorical Society o^ 338, 

Winthrop, John, Gov., 8, 62. 

Wolves, 30. 

Wood End, 117. 

Wood Ifland, mouth of the Kennebec, 

56; Saco Bay, 67; Grand Manan, 

99- 
Wood's Holl, 131, 132. 
Wood's New Eng. FroTpefl, 65, 69, 88, 

112, 123. 
Wyandot or Wendot, 196. 



Yaroafkit, 206. 

Yarmouth, 15. 

Yendots, 228. 

York Beach, 70. 

Young, Alexander, 78. 

Yroquet, Captain, 202, 336^ 245, 246, 
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